Elective Home Education Key changes
 
1. Mandatory registration of children not in school
2026 Children and Wellbeing Act introduces a statutory register of children who are not registered at school. Parents will be required to provide information to their local authority about children being educated otherwise than at school.

2. Local authority powers to request visits
The local authorities will have powers to request a home visit after a child is entered onto the register. 

3. Refusal may lead to further action
Refusal to engage with the visit process could lead to the School Attendance Order process being considered. Parents may be able to provide alternative forms of evidence, but the position depends on the final regulations and guidance.  

4. The changes are not yet fully in force
Whilst the Children's Wellbeing and Schools Act 2026 has received Royal Assent, many of the home education provisions require commencement regulations and supporting guidance before they become operational. This is expected during 2027 but Shropshire are moving to trial the visits to parents from the autumn term.
 
