Updated Suspension and Permanent Exclusion Guidance (July 2026)

The Department for Education has published updated statutory guidance on suspensions and permanent exclusions. While the principles underpinning exclusion remain unchanged, the guidance provides greater clarity on safeguarding, pupil movement and review processes.

Key Changes

Safeguarding and pupil movement
· Additional clarification has been provided on the use of measures to keep pupils apart for safeguarding reasons and the role of alternative arrangements where required. 
Educational provision for improving behaviour
· The guidance has been updated to reflect the Education (Educational Provision for Improving Behaviour) Regulations 2026, ensuring consistency across maintained schools, academies and pupil referral units. 
Exclusion review processes
· Further clarification has been provided to support greater consistency in how governing boards and Independent Review Panels (IRPs) consider exclusions and reinstatement decisions. 
Behaviour and inclusion
· The guidance strengthens links with the DfE's Behaviour in Schools guidance and reinforces that exclusions should sit within a wider culture of high expectations, support and effective behaviour management.  
SEND and equality duties
· Schools are reminded of their responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010 and SEND legislation, including the need to consider reasonable adjustments and whether unmet needs may have contributed to the behaviour leading to exclusion. 
 
Key Message for Headteachers
Suspensions and permanent exclusions remain important tools for maintaining safety and high standards of behaviour. However, permanent exclusion should continue to be used only as a last resort. Schools should ensure decisions are lawful, proportionate, evidence-based and fully consider safeguarding, SEND and equality duties. 
 
Actions for Schools
· Review exclusion policies and procedures in line with the updated guidance.
· Ensure staff and governors involved in exclusion decisions are familiar with the revised expectations.
· Continue to prioritise early intervention and support strategies before exclusion is considered.
· Ensure exclusion decisions are well documented and demonstrate consideration of individual circumstances.


