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Holiday Clubs and Lettings

KCSIE - Part 2 (2025) ‘Use of school or college premises for non-school / college activities’ states that schools and colleges must ensure that appropriate arrangements are in place to keep children safe.
This includes seeking assurance that robust safeguarding and child protection policies and procedures are in place and always ask if the provider is Ofsted Registered (It is the provider’s responsibility to register). If not, they must fit the criteria for exemption -  

Providers do not have to register if they care only for children aged 8 and over, if they run sessions less than 2 hours per day, operate fewer than 14 days a year or if they provide tutoring or coaching in either one or two of the following activities to children aged 3 and over:  
· school study support or homework support  
· sports  
· performing arts  
· arts and crafts  
· religious, cultural or language studies 
 
This exemption does not apply if children under the age of 5 attend the childcare, including the activity, for more than 4 hours in any one day.  
Children aged 5 and over can attend for longer than 4 hours. 

In order to be exempt from registration, the activity must be the main focus of what is offered. Any childcare or ‘downtime’ must happen because of that activity. For example, time spent at the provision picking up and dropping off children or at breaktimes when children are eating and drinking is permitted. 

The provision should be specific tuition or coaching for children. Not everyone needs to be a specialist coach, but they should have relevant skills to help children improve. The aim of the provision must be for children to improve their skills. For example, if the provision is about sport, it needs to be focused on a sport rather than general physical activity. Offering a bouncy castle or activities like racquets and balls, bikes or roller skates for children to choose from would be physical exercise, not sport coaching. Similarly, just providing pens, paints and paper does not count as tuition in arts and crafts. There are a wide variety of activity-based providers, for example, nature exploration clubs focused on the outdoors and tuition clubs focused on computer coding or engineering. Again, these must help children improve specific skills, rather than just be for entertainment. 

What can I do? 
· Ensure your lettings agreement includes assurance of Safeguarding and Health and Safety procedures including the provider’s named First Aider / Paediatric First Aider 
· Ask to see the Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy, staff code of conduct and other relevant policies
· Agree liaison arrangements regarding safeguarding matters
· Ask for a timetable of events to verify exemption / record Ofsted registration
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