Shropshire Council’s agreement with academies, independent and free schools regarding statutory external moderation and monitoring activities for 2025-26

Academies (and free schools) must have a written agreement in place with their chosen LA for:
· external moderation of their KS2 English writing TA 
· monitoring the 2026 phonics screening check and KS2 tests

If they have selected a non-geographical LA, they must report this information on the NCA Portal by Friday 9th January 2026. If academies do not respond by the deadline, they will no longer be able to choose non-geographic LAs and must put an agreement in place with their geographic LA.

Participating independent schools must have a written agreement with their chosen LA for:
· moderating their KS2 TA (if submitting data)
· monitoring their end of KS2 tests 

Independent schools can confirm which LA they have selected on the NCA Portal from Monday 13th October 2025 onwards.

If a school became an academy on, or after, 1st September 2025 they will be part of their geographical LA’s arrangements for monitoring of statutory tests and for the external moderation of their TA and will be unable to select an alternate LA until the 2026/27 academic year.

If your school is chosen for any of the above activities, the following charges will apply 

	Statutory external moderation visit
	Statutory external* monitoring visit

	£440
	£220



*This charge will not be incurred where a brief visit only checks storage security
Please can you complete one of the boxes below:

	I have chosen Shropshire Council to undertake any of the above activities and agree to the above charges that would be incurred if Shropshire Council selects my school for those activities.

Name of school/trust:

Signed by the headteacher or CEO: 




	I have not chosen Shropshire Council to undertake any of the above activities and therefore the above charges will not apply to my school.
Name of school/trust:

Signed by the headteacher or CEO: 




Please email this form to Beth.Parry-Jones@shropshire.gov.uk by Thursday 4th December 2026





