LA Governor Frequently asked questions since Election


	Question
A councillor has lost their seat at the election on 5th May and is also our LA governor – what happens now?

	Answer
[bookmark: _Hlk197689202]Councillors who nominated themselves to serve as LA governors at maintained schools in their electoral division and who lose their seat on the Council, either through the election process or by choosing not to stand for election, are expected to stand down from their governorships after the election. The newly elected Councillor will be asked to nominate a suitable individual to fill the vacancy or self-nominate. However, in the past there have been instances where the new Councillor is willing for the outgoing Councillor to continue with their governorship until the end of their current term of office.

If a candidate refuses to resign and the new councillor does not agree to the outgoing councillor continuing their governorship, the LA has the right to remove the LA governor as per Regulation 22 of the School Governance Constitution (England) Regulations 2012 

	Next steps
[bookmark: _Hlk197689256]The LA will contact the outgoing councillor asking if they will be resigning their LA Governor role or if they would like the LA to ask the incoming councillor to consider allowing them to continue in their governor role until the end of their current term of office.
If the outgoing councillor resigns their governor role and/ or the incoming councillor does not agree to the outgoing councillor to remain in their position, the LA will start the nomination process for a new LA governor.



	Question
A councillor has lost their seat at the election on 5th May and have nominated a LA governor – what happens now?

	Answer
All LA will contact the incoming councillor to determine if they are willing for the LA governor to continue with their governorship until the end of their current term of office. 


	Next steps
If the incoming councillor agrees to for the LA governor to continue in their role there is nothing further to do until nearer the end of term of office, at this point the LA will start the nomination/renomination process for LA approval

If the councillor does not agree, the LA will start the removal process of the existing LA governor and the nomination process of the new LA governor 



	Question
The LA Governor role is currently vacant.

	Answer
If not already done so prior to the pre-election period please notify the LA via email, governor-support@shropshire.gov.uk with the date the previous LA governor resigned and a copy of the resignation letter and/ or minutes of the governor meeting. 

	Next steps
The LA will contact the councillor and start the nomination process for LA approval 



	Question
The LA Governor term of office is due to finish in the next few months

	Answer
The LA will automatically contact the school and councillor to advise them of the nomination/renomination process for LA approval

	Next steps
Please contact governor-support@shropshire.gov.uk if you have not heard from the LA by the end of May 2025 




	Question
Our school is due to convert to an academy does the same process apply

	Answer
Please notify the LA via email, governor-support@shropshire.gov.uk as depending on your conversion date will determine the course of action

	Next steps
The LA will determine the next steps on a case by case basis



	Question
Does the elected member or their representative have a right to be a governor in a maintained school?

	Answer
No. Nominations are for approval by the LA and the governing body taking into account the skill set of the governors.



	Question
Can an outgoing councillor or their nominee change role within the governing body to continue to serve as a governor?

	Answer
Yes, if there is a vacancy on the governing body as per the Instruments of Government

	Next steps
The Governing body will need to add an agenda item of a full governor meeting as per the normal process.



	Question
How many governing bodies can elected members serve on?

	Answer
Elected members can serve on multiple governing bodies, but this is subject to the rules and regulations of each governing body and the local authority 

DfE guidance recommends serving on no more than two governing boards except in exceptional circumstances 



