
Built for Change Network climate support 
programme – executive summary 

Why have we contacted you? 

From overheating classrooms to flooded playgrounds and classrooms, we know that 
schools in Sheffield are already starting to experience the impacts of the extreme 
weather conditions created by the changing climate. These can have a range of 
negative effects, including:  

• worse educational outcomes from lost school days or unsuitable learning 
environments, with many schools experiencing overheating in hot weather 

• worse health and wellbeing due to unsuitable learning and play conditions 
• increases in vulnerability of pupils from homes with challenging circumstances 

in the event of school closure 
• financial costs.  

How we can help 

Sheffield City Council are working with partners including Let’s Go Zero, Connected by 
Water (including Yorkshire Water), Business in the Community, and Learn Sheffield who 
are all contributing in kind support, and Sheffield Hallam University, to support 
educational settings in Sheffield to adapt to the changing climate whilst at the same 
time supporting the health and wellbeing needs of children and young people.  

This programme is primarily funded by funding from Sheffield City Council Public 
Health to support schools to adapt to the changing climate.  

There are two levels of support available: 

• Accelerated support pilot with intensive support for 12 of the most climate 
vulnerable settings, including: 

o expert 121 support from Let’s Go Zero to complete their climate action 
plans by October 2025, in line with government expectations (an in-kind 
value of around £1380 per school)1 

o guaranteed funding in the region of £20k+ for identified interventions and 
surveys to support the school to adapt to extreme weather conditions  

 
1 Let’s Go Zero also provide this service for free for schools meeting their priority criteria outside of this 
programme – further information available at https://letsgozero.or/climate-action-advisers. 



o for local authority maintained schools, priority access to renewable 
energy and energy efficiency funding opportunities 

o a range of learning and enrichment opportunities for young people. 
 

• Built for Change Network for all other interested settings providing 

o two climate action planning sessions run by Let’s Go Zero. This training 
will result in a climate action plan for your setting and opportunities to 
identify support and funding.  

o access to education workshops and resources by Yorkshire Water 

o flood resilience toolkits and advice from Connected by Water 
o other advice & information sessions TBC 
o receive information about relevant grants and opportunities 
o opportunities to be included in shared supported bids for funding for 

interventions  
o opportunities to apply for green infrastructure interventions through 

Business in the Community 

Built for Change is a fluid collaboration with a range of organisations, including Sheffield 
Hallam University and we encourage settings to join in with their South Yorkshire 
Sustainable Schools Network to receive their newsletter and attend network sessions 
as we will not be looking to duplicate this activity. 
 

How to apply 

 
All educators will need to adapt for the changing climate and is expected by 
government to complete a climate action plan. Risks resulting from climate change 
should be included in your organisation’s risk register. 
 
Your organisation has not been identified as being amongst the most vulnerable in the 
city to extreme heat or rain and so we would like to offer you the opportunity to apply to 
be part of the Built for Change network by completing the form here. You can join 
the network at any time, but we’d encourage you to join by 15th May if possible to 
maximise opportunities available to you.  
 
 

https://research.shu.ac.uk/sustainability/
https://research.shu.ac.uk/sustainability/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=uVm6oQRy2EijYHdwJFrUqczORlnt8wFJoZOoXGjE0HhUN0FGRlZSSU5KNUZBNVNQRVVBN0ZCMlhaWi4u

