
Yew - Taxus baccata
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Medium tree: (4:6:20)

The holly is a very widespread
native tree which grows on

almost any soil. It tolerates
shade well, often grows

as the understorey in
woodlands but also
like open situations

and occurs widely in
hedgerows. 
Its hard, white wood takes stain
well and was traditionally
known as ‘English ebony’. It
was particularly used for carving

and inlay, whilst the shoots with
berries are used for Christmas deco-
rations. 

The berries are eaten by birds, the
foliage by deer and rabbits. Holly is
also the foodplant of the holly blue
butterfly, but only nine other inver-
tebrate species have been found

feeding on this tree.

Seed Guide:Collect the ripe,
red berries from the tree in

winter. Remove the seeds from the
flesh and wash them thoroughly.
Soak the berries for a day or two if
the flesh is hard to remove. Stratify
the seed for one or more winters.
Select and sow germinating seeds
each spring. 

Year 1 Collect Stratify

Year 2 CHECK CHECK

Year 3 Sow Grow

Year 4 Plant

Holly - Ilex aquifolium

Shiny evergreen leaves
have a waxy upperside
and spiny edges. Only the
female trees have the
bright red berries.
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The oldest tree in Britain is
probably a yew growing in the

churchyard of Fortingall,
Perthshire, thought to be 5,000
years old. Many other ancient yews
can be found in churchyards
throughout Britain.

In the wild, yew prefer lime-rich
soils and can, along with beech,
become the dominant woodland
type. 

Its hard, colourful wood has an
excellent finish and is used for a
wide range of ornamental furni-

ture, cabinets and bowls.
Historically, yew produced the
finest longbows, enabling archers
to fire arrows over considerable
distances. 

The wildlife value of this species
is limited, as the tree casts deep
shade and few plants grow under-
neath it. The tree itself only sup-
ports a limited number of insects
and is eaten by wild mammals.
Birds also eat the red berries
through the winter.

Seed Guide:Collect fruit from the
tree when the outer berry is a
bright red colour. Remember the
seed contained within the red flesh
is poisonous. Remove flesh and
stratify the seed for at least two
winters. Select and sow germinat-
ing seeds in early spring of the sec-
ond and successive years. Yew
seeds take a long time to stratify,
and the seedlings are also very
slow growing.

Medium tree (2:4:20)

The needles of the tree are dark green on
their upperside and a lighter green under-
neath. The red fleshy fruit contains a dark
single seed.
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