Introducing the Government’s Schools White Paper and SEND Reform Consultation
The Government has released its new Schools White Paper, Every Child Achieving and Thriving, alongside a national consultation on major reforms to the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) system. These proposals aim to create a clearer, more consistent and inclusive framework of support for children and young people with SEND across England. 
What’s Being Proposed?
The SEND reform proposals set out a new structure for support, including clearer national standards, better early identification of needs, and new digital Individual Support Plans for children requiring additional help. Together, these changes are intended to improve consistency and make support more accessible and timely. 
At this stage, these are proposals only. There are no immediate changes to SEND Support, Education, Health and Care Needs Assessments (EHCNAs) or Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs). Existing arrangements remain in place while consultation is underway. 
Have Your Say
The Government wants to hear from parents, carers, young people, education professionals and local organisations.
· Consultation opened: 23 February 2026
· Consultation closes: 18 May 2026 
· Share your views: https://consult.education.gov.uk/send-strategy-division/send-reform-putting-children-and-young-people-firs/
Your feedback will help shape the future of SEND provision in England.

Where to Find the Official Documents
A full set of accessible information sheets summarising the white paper and SEND proposals is available on GOV.UK:
👉 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-send-reforms-sheets
These documents provide clear, easy-to-digest summaries tailored for parents, carers, schools, early years settings and post‑16 providers.

