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Supporting EAL Learners in EYFS
Ten Top Tips! 
1. Value their first language
Children’s first language is a strength. Using it supports thinking, identity and learning English.
2. Use consistent routines
Repetition and predictable routines help children understand language in context and feel secure.
3. Model clear, simple language
Use short sentences, repeat key words and speak naturally during everyday interactions.
4. Use visuals and objects
Gestures, photos, symbols, real objects and demonstrations support understanding.
5. Narrate play and actions
Talk about what the child is doing to link words with meaning (“You’re building a tall tower”).
6. Give extra thinking time
EAL learners need longer to process language—don’t rush responses or answers.
7. Accept all communication
Gestures, single words, use of home language and non-verbal responses are all valid.
8. Plan for talk through play
Songs, stories, role play and small world activities create natural opportunities for language.
9. Say it and show it
Always pair spoken instructions with actions or modelling to make meaning clear.
10. Work closely with families
Share key words, routines and songs. Encourage families to continue using their first language.


