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Portsmouth LA Primary Language Leads

Autumn 2024 Update
Languages in Portsmouth
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Dear colleagues

I do hope that you, your colleagues and learners have enjoyed a good rest and relaxation this summer break – despite the weather!  

And now let’s look forward to a new year, new beginnings
and exciting times on the road ahead.

Hopefully, this update will provide some useful ideas as well as lighter reading.

And it feels so exciting to be able to announce details of our Transition Teachmeet at Trafalgar School on Wednesday 2 October (further details in this update and a flyer will come out soon too), when colleagues can come together to take the first steps on our journey to becoming a truly collaborative language learning community.

With best wishes for an enjoyable and successful autumn term,

Liz Lord
(lizlord0502@gmail.com)
Some Portsmouth facts we shared at the meeting at the House of Lords at the end of April (some numbers may have changed slightly since then!)  
-  we are so fortunate to live in such a language-rich environment.
[image: ]5400 pupils speak another language in the home or community – sometimes two, three or four different languages
Ten most common languages spoken in Portsmouth schools

106 languages spoken in Portsmouth schools (other than English)

Languages in Portsmouth – 
a wealth of linguistic and cultural richness



Portsmouth, City of Languages
Remember, you can catch up with this initiative by visiting https://www.portsmoutheducationpartnership.co.uk/city-of-languages/ and please do get in touch if you would like to learn more or get involved.
Design a logo competition: We had lots of great entries, which definitely made it difficult to choose a winning design.  Look out for details coming shortly.


European day of languages
Did you know? There are 24 official languages in Europe but adding in regional and minority languages, the total number spoken across the continent is over 200.
On 26 September, European Day of Languages, we celebrate the range and diversity of languages spoken throughout Europe by celebrating the languages spoken in schools. Learning a language not only allows you to talk with people from other countries in their own language, it’s also an introduction to different cultures, different ideas and opens up a world of opportunities.
European Day of Languages is jointly organised by the Council of Europe and the European Commission and celebrated each year on 26 September (or thereabouts).
The aim is to:
· raise awareness of the wide variety of languages in Europe
· promote cultural heritage & linguistic diversity
· encourage people of all ages to learn languages
· promote translation, interpretation, other language-related
   professions. 

A very timely message just in from Vicky Gough at the British Council
“Dear all

we are organising this online event for schools with GCHQ on European Day of languages.  Please share with your schools !”

www.britishcouncil.org/school-resources/languages/where-will-languages-take-me/where-will-languages-take-me-online?utm_source=gchq&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ceschools-schools-schoolsconnect-uk-regional

The British Council have a variety of resources than can help you introduce, celebrate and promote language learning in your classroom.  You could start the day with a language video in an assembly or in tutor time and use the Great Languages Challenge as a homework activity. Inspire secondary pupils to continue studying languages, or to choose languages as an option, with the eight short 'Where will languages take me?' videos and accompanying pupil booklet. Have a look by clicking on the links below (for primary and secondary colleagues):

https://www.britishcouncil.org/school-resources/languages/european-day-languages
https://www.britishcouncil.org/school-resources/languages/european-day-languages?fbclid=IwAR1tIxsU6ufeM7xA3oLfvOV8rMJJQZDA8Tr3BdoswM59tHV89DcrdgVbx60_aem_Afr3imZjog8P-vTK3LiKkhVYlajoUsXcGlX4jQPVofcClpz-xOiGyqiyBcXM19vbVMU

And lots of other organisations offer free ideas and resources.  Have a look on the Facebook Secondary MFL Matters and Languages in Primary Schools for workable ideas!
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How to say a beautiful ‘hello’ – inspired by philosophy from non-English speaking cultures

https://theconversation.com/how-to-say-a-beautiful-hello-inspired-by-philosophy-from-non-english-speaking-cultures-236913




Dates for diaries (there will be more to come):

Wednesday 2 October: Transition Teachmeet for Languages in Portsmouth (Trafalgar School, Hilsea, refreshments from 1530). More information provided in flyer attached.

Saturday 4 November: Primary Languages Conference (Acapulco). Online via Zoom, 0900 – 1500.   *  I will send out more information once it’s released.

Friday 8 – Sunday 10 November 2024:  The Language Show returns with three full days of live, online, expert talks with 80 individual sessions aimed at language learners, language teachers and language professionals.

£12 ticket buys you access to 80 live sessions, any missed are then available on catch-up until May 2025. https://languageshowlive.co.uk/

Wednesday 22 January 2025: Portsmouth LA Language Leads meeting (1530 – 1600)

February 2025: Dates to be confirmed.  Working with Portsmouth, City of Languages, the University of Portsmouth and the Solent Language Hub, we hope to support events and activities to celebrate the wealth of language and culture in our community.  More information to follow.

Friday 14 and Saturday March 2025: Association for Language Learning (ALL) annual conference at the Chesford Grange Hotel, Kenilworth, Warwickshire.

The theme for the conference is: Weaving a rich tapestry – our languages, our worlds.  For more information, go to www.language-world.co.uk

Wednesday 19 March 2025: ALL Primary Hub meeting

Wednesday 21 May 2025: Portsmouth LA Language Leads meeting (1530 – 1600)

Wednesday 11 June 2025: ALL Primary Hub meeting

Wednesday 2 July 2025:  Cross-phase Languages Conference (all day)
I’m going – are you?
Upskilling our languages

FRENCH

I received this information recently from the Institut Français about a French upskilling course for primary colleagues.  

“We would be grateful if you could send information to your primary colleagues (and secondary colleagues who are working with primary schools and would like to encourage them) about the opportunity to join this Autumn's 12-week online French Primary Teacher Language Upskilling course run by colleagues at the Institut Français.

The focus is on gaining confidence in professionally teaching French at KS2, with a dual focus on language (including reinforcing grammar, phonetics) and intercultural knowledge. Suitable for beginner (A1) to intermediate levels.
· Online course
· Weekly on Tuesdays (4pm-6pm)
· First session: Tuesday 10 September
· Last session: Tuesday 26 November
Price: £266 for the full 12 week course.
Signing up includes complementary IF membership.

Details at: www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-courses/primary-teacher-language-upskilling

And don’t forget The Primary French Project, a free scheme of work developed by Catherine Cheater with the Institute.  An overview of progression from Years Three to Six is attached as a separate document.

Visit https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/education-page/teaching-resources/#/ for information about courses and resources.
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I love this one-page summary of what pupils should be doing during their four years of language learning in French in KS2.  Love it so much, I’m posting it again.  Thanks, Catherine!  (and much of it can relate to Spanish too.)

SPANISH

A reminder about a free online upskilling course for colleagues teaching Spanish in primary schools is also attached to this update.

And for older Spanish learners:  A colleague from the Spanish Embassy Education Office shared a message from Marian A. Aréchaga, the curator of the Edinburgh Spanish Film Festival. (Attached, you will find additional information.)
 Dear All,
 A decade has passed since ESFF first appeared on the culture scene. During this time, we have organized many events for the young students studying Spanish as a foreign language. This October we will be continuing this initiative bigger and better than ever!
 During the week of the 30th September  to the 4th of October, the films will accessible via an access code, ready to be viewed from comfort of the classroom.
 Please book your code!!!!
 Gracias
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And, of course, we can refresh our language skills while we’re relaxing, watching films or series or listening to music or podcasts.  Netflix is a good source of French, Spanish and German programmes – listen in the target language and put the subtitles on in English.  Or listen and read the subtitles in the target language.  

During the summer I watched two seasons of Kleo in German, the film Jeanne du Barry with a French-speaking Johnny Depp as Louis XV, The Parisian Agency, a series about a family of estate agents selling luxury properties in Paris and beyond, and an unsettling Spanish series, Bienvenidos a Edén in Spanish (to name just a few – oops – I didn’t spend all my time on the sofa!).



Taster Lessons in German for Primary Pupils
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The Solent Language Hub, in collaboration with the DfE-funded NCLE and the Goethe-Institut, is keen to share with language learners the amazing language that is German.  To capture the interest of younger learners, the Solent Hub will invite primary schools in Portsmouth to sign up for taster German lessons.  Details will follow soon.
GIMAGINE promotes and supports the learning of German as a foreign language in the UK. The project centres around students, teachers and schools. Apart from offering initiatives for professional advancement to German teachers, the project can fund learning German through scholarships and provides schools with classroom materials and teaching resources.
To learn more, visit https://ncle-language-hubs.ucl.ac.uk/gimagine/


And more of my favourites from social media platforms – grateful thanks as always to the generous colleagues who share these little language treasures.

It’s always good to have a reminder 
about the gender of nouns in German:
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Let’s focus on pronunciation and 
encouraging learners to use the target language. 
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How many of these have you been pronouncing correctly?  Getting the pronunciation of names right matters!
https://www.premierleague.com/video/single/4090694 
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Practise, practise, practise!  [image: ]
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It always helps to have a bit of slang up your sleeve:
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Definitely useful phrases!
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Accents do matter:
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Food facts are always interesting:
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(merci, Catherine Cantin!)
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The German Embassy posted recently that this is the 75th anniversary year of the ‘invention’ of the Currywurst!




And with the recent focus on Paris, I love this little song, also from Catherine Cantin:
[image: ]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5-B1G92-aw

And which Eiffel Tower are you?
[image: ]

Language changes all the time – the only language
that doesn’t change is a dead language.
[image: ]
Do you recognise any of these pupils?
[image: ]
Learn French and sign language at the same time!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMovkDo8JIg
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A great song celebrating diversity – and practising the present tense of être

https://youtu.be/7exzGyqGrlU?si=NUH2GbXJmZBozozy


Preview YouTube video Le verbe ÊTRE en chanson ! 🎵 | Français débutant
[image: ][image: ]



I loved this amazing news story shared by a university colleague:
Folkestone teachers map their DNA to challenge discrimination - BBC News
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cek9rlklnnvo.amp
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**Apologies if this update is a little French-heavy – 
will do better next time!**
Leaving you with a smile:
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Let’s all share some of this !
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And to end this update with a wise message from one of my favourite authors, Daniel Willingham (Why don’t students like school).  He posted this recently on Twitter (X).

[image: ]
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Primary Languages Grammar and Skills Progression '

Year One

Exposure to the sounds/phonics of the French language *
Listen, repeat and respond to discrete items of vocabulary (3-5 at a time)

Very brief introduction to silent letters at the end of French words

Some pupils may be able to copy/trace single words

Year Two

Exposure to the sounds/phonics of the French language

Listen, repeat and respond to discrete items of vocabulary (5 at a time)
Remember some items of vocabulary from previous lessons

Raise initial awareness of the two different words for ‘@’ in French; un/une
Some pupils may be able to copy/trace single words and short phrases

Year Three *
Explicit teaching of French phonemes and graphemes
Listen, repeat and respond to discrete items of vocabulary (5 -7 at a time)
Exposure to similarities and differences of the French and English alphabets
Initial introduction to French accents (which letters, purpose etc)
Introduction to the concept of singular and plural in French (add S or X)
*

Starting to listen/read/speak in full sentences
Starting to copy/write longer chunks of sentences (using a model)

Year Four

Continue explicit teaching of French phonemes and graphemes

Introduce and study gender: indefinite articles un/une. 80% of nouns ending in the letter ‘e’ are
feminine. Point out exceptions.

Introduce adjective position: adjectives in French come after the noun except BANGS adjectives
Introduce adjective agreement

Introduce definite articles le/la/les/l’ and combine with adjective knowledge: le chat gris, la vache
blanche etc

Continue to listen/read/speak in full sentences.

Writing/copying longer chunks of sentences/full sentences ( using a model and from memory)

Year Five
Learning to learn languages with WoLLoW: why and how we learn languages, decoding, inference,
language detectives etc
Putting knowledge from Y4 into practise using the topics of e.g.:

* “ma nationalité”: je suis anglais/anglaise

* “ma famille”: mon/ma/mes + family members, " ai un frére et deux soeurs, j’ai un chien noir et une

tortue verte etc

* “les vétements”: Je porte une jupe grise, une chemise blanche etc
Listening to, reading and understanding longer paragraphs and texts
Writing a paragraph (or more), possibly from memory or using sentence builders/writing frame
Introduction to Spanish language and culture: comparing and contrasting Spanish and French
vocabulary, grammar and phonics (term 3)

Year Six

Continue introduction to Spanish language and culture (term 1)

Read/understand/listen to longer passages in French

Speak and write full sentences in French about e.g. sports and hobbies, including opinions
Answer (and ask) a range of questions about personal information/likes and dislikes in French
Get ready for French Residential trip: transactional language ‘a l‘hdtel, aux magasins, au marché” etc
Get ready for Year Seven transition with WoLLoW lessons on e.g. gender, verbs, adjectives etc.
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Premier League players reveal how to PROPERLY pronounce their names
Cal-ah-fury. E-row-boanam. How many of these have you been saying wrong?

Premier League players reveal how to PROPERLY pronounce
their names
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Homonymes

Il'y a le vert du cerfeuil

Etily ale ver de terre.

Il'y a I'endroit et I'envers,
L'amoureux qui écrit en vers,

Le verre d’eau plein de lumiére,
La fine pantoufle de vair
Etil y a moi, téte en l'air,
Qui dis toujours tout de travers.

Maurice Caréme
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Les homophones

Les homophones sont des mots qui se prononcent de la méme fagon, mais qui ont une
orthographe et un sens différent. Trouve les paires
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Interjections Sounds with meaning

Coping in class oh! wow!, ooh!, whoa!

je ne comprends pas / don't understand bah! whatever!, yeah right!
plus lentement s'il vous plait slower, please oh! oh!
comment? pardon? plaft bam!, whack!
comment dit-on ..en frangais? how do you say ... in French? oop! oops!
j'ai besoin d’aide I need help miam! yum!

au sgcours{ I'!elp!' , une minute s'il vous plait one moment please béh! yuck!
ecouteIi llste'n., hey! pardon excuse me uh! ugh!
ca suffit!! that's enough eh! hey!

tant pis! too bad!
bonne chance! good luck!
attention! be careful!
calme-toi! calm down!
tiens bon! hang in there!
ca alors! wow!

Disagreeing

ca dépend

au contraire
allez!

tu plaisantes?

it depends

on the contrary
oh come on!
you're kidding!

Interjections with quel/quelle

quelle affaire!
quelle horreur!
quelle dréle idée!
quelle galére!
quelle histoire!
quelle aventure!
quelle barbe!
quelle surprise!
quel dommage!
quel plaisir!

what a nightmare!
how awful!, good grief!
what a strange idea!
what a pain!

what a palaver!

what an experience!
what a drag!

what a surprise!

what a shame!

what a pleasure!

Hesitation

'Showing approval

super!
génial!
cool!
alors.. incroyable!
donc... fantastique!

Agreeing

si, bien s(r yes, of course
exactement exactly
bien sar of course
cestcal that's it/
correct correct
d'accord OK
Cest vrai that's true
je suis d'accord / agree
comme tu veux whatever you want

eh? okay?

Showing that you understand

vraiment? really?

c'est vrai! really?

tu rigoles? seriously?

et aprés? what happened next:
pas possible! fancy that!

Other useful words and phrases

un truc a thingamajig
Machin Thingy
Monsieur Untel Mr So-and-so
que je sache as far as | know
Je sais | know
Je ne sais pas | don't know
tu sais you know?
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The importance of accents
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LA DANSE DU JAIME JAIME PAS - SIGN EVENTS (clip officiel)
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VOICI UN 4™ SINGE
QUI EST LA SOMME DES 3 AUTRES.

IL NE REGARDE PLUS, IL N’ECOUTE PLUS,
ET NE PARLE PLUS.

Durol 2/2018
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Et avant de partir, je dois vous
dire que le lion est un
prédateur astucieux et rusé

© Dave Blazek - Friendly Planet Travel
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Vorfreude

German; the joyful anticipation that

comes from imagining future pleasures.
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what s success?

To laugh often and much;

to win the respect of intelligent people
and the affection of children;

to earn the appreciation

of honest critics and to endure

the betrayal of false friends;

to appreciate beauty;

to find the best in others;

to leave the world a bit better, whether by a
healthy child, a garden patch,

or a redeemed social condition;

to know even one life has breathed easier
because you have lived;

this is to have succeeded.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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