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Dear colleague
 
I hope this letter finds you well.
 
The UK government have now updated the guidance for settings to reflect the ‘Living Safely with COVID’ strategy. This letter is to explain some of the changes and to outline how North Lincolnshire Council Public Health are available to help provide advice and guidance to schools and settings.
The Prime Minister announced the Government’s ‘Living with COVID’ plan on 21 February. A summary of the key points and changes include: 
· Ending the requirement to self-isolate following a positive test result from 24 February. 
· Ending the requirement to test for 7 days after coming into contact with someone who has tested positive from 24 February. 
· End of routine contact tracing from 24 February. 
· Ending of free testing (exception for those who are vulnerable to COVID-19, and some high-risk spaces) from 1 April. 
· Ending of recommendations that certain venues use the NHS COVID Pass from 1 April. 
COVID-19 is still circulating and it is important to reduce the risk of transmission where we can. The government’s plan for living with COVID-19 sets out that at present all staff and pupils should still isolate for a minimum of 5 days if they either have symptoms of covid-19 or have had a positive test.  After 5 days, they may choose to take a Lateral Flow Device (LFD) followed by another the next day - if both are negative, and they do not have a temperature, they can safely return to their normal routine. Those who test positive should avoid contact with anyone in an at risk group, including if they live in the same household. Although this is no longer a legal requirement, it remains government policy and guidance.
 
Therefore, all attendees to the school can be asked to remain at home, or return home, if they are either positive or have symptoms of covid-19 - or other illness - in line with sickness and absence policies.
As we learn to ‘live with COVID’, staff and students will no longer be advised to test asymptomatically. Up until the end of March, education settings may continue to distribute tests on a temporary basis as an outbreak response measure if discussed and agreed with their Director of Public Health (DPH) or local Public Health Team in line with the Education contingency framework.  Any decision to implement additional measures must be agreed with, or recommended by, a DPH, the Local Authority, or the local Public Health Team. We encourage staff and families to access test kits from their local pharmacy, or by ordering online (for home delivery) as this may be quicker and easier for them.
The Public Health advice will focus on continuing to follow the behaviour changes that have been embedded over the past two years, including:
· Getting vaccinated 
· Letting fresh air in if meeting indoors, or meeting outside 
· Wearing a face covering in crowded and enclosed spaces, especially where you come into contact with people you do not usually meet, when rates of transmission are high
· Trying to stay at home if you are unwell 
· Taking a test if you have COVID-19 symptoms (until 31 March), and staying at home and avoiding contact with other people if you test positive
· Washing your hands regularly
We would like to reassure you that whilst the DfE helpline will be decommissioned on 31 March 2022, the Public Health Team remain available to provide specialist advice and guidance to schools and settings regarding the implementation of these control measures.  If you do become aware of confirmed cases within your setting, please continue to report this to us using the e-form http://s.northlincs.gov.uk/COVID19-education  so that we can assist and support you to take appropriate action. 
Please continue to use the contacttracing@northlincs.gov.uk email to contact the Public Health Team if you require advice or support.
Over the coming weeks, we expect that further detailed guidance will be published; we will continue to monitor changes to the guidance and will provide regular updates.
 
Finally, we have updated the guidance on a page which is attached.  

Yours faithfully
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Kay Aisthorpe
Senior Public Health Manager
North Lincolnshire Council.
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