Laura Annandale on the cost-of-living support available for Somerset residents
Somerset Council is again distributing funds from the Government and working in partnership with local charities and community groups to offer a broad selection of essential free support measures for local people.
For those who are unfamiliar, the Household Support Fund is incredibly important for families and residents in Somerset because it provides immediate, practical help during a time when many are facing financial hardship.
Here in Somerset, we have been allocated £6.74m by the Department for Work and Pensions, which we have distributed amongst local charities and community groups who we know are already doing excellent work for our families and residents.
Whether it's food vouchers for children, help with fuel bills, or support for older residents and those with disabilities, the fund ensures that people can access essentials with dignity and ease. It’s not just about crisis support - it’s about preventing deeper struggles, reducing stress, and helping people stay well, warm, and connected.
I’m proud that this fund is delivered through the people and organisations who already know and support our communities. Whether it’s a Community Hub Manager, an Age UK Support Coordinator, Citizens Advice Income Maximisation Advisers, a Thrive Village Agent, a Somerset Activity & Sports Partnership (SASP) Children & Young People Lead, or a Parent Family Support Adviser in a school, we’re making sure help is accessible and personal.
Thanks to feedback from our partners, data from previous rounds, and the voices of our communities, we’ve built this year’s programme around what we know works.
Support includes:
· Free School Meal vouchers during school holidays.
· Food, fuel, and essential items available through an online portal.
· Emergency grants for crisis situations, hospital discharge support, and council tax relief.
· Specialist advice and outreach from trusted partners like Age UK, Citizens Advice Somerset, and SASP and Thrive.
· Community hubs offering warm spaces, meals, budgeting support, and more.
We’ve made sure the programme is inclusive, with outreach being targeted in areas of deprivation and rural isolation as well as town-centre locations, and support being available both online and in-person.
I am incredibly proud to have worked with partners to design an offer that is compassionate, inclusive, and rooted in the belief that everyone deserves support when times are tough. This fund is a lifeline and a reminder that, in Somerset, we look out for one another. To find out more please visit Cost of living support for Somerset residents.
Warm wishes,
Laura Annandale
Head of Service, Early Help - Children and Families Commissioning at Somerset Council

