
 
 
01 July 2021 
 
Dear Colleague, 
 
Fang Tian FT-045A FFP3 masks 
  
In February 2021, we received information that suggested the Fang Tian FT-045A FFP3 masks 
(product code BWM541) may not meet the required standard for FFP3 respirator masks.  
 
The safety of all frontline staff is paramount, so to protect colleagues from any potential risk, we 
immediately halted distribution and asked for these masks be quarantined. This means that no one 
should have used these masks since February 2021. We also arranged for anyone who had previously 
been fit tested for these masks to have been immediately tested for alternatives. We currently have 
an enhanced team of fit testers built-up to support the broader array of masks available. 
 
In March 2021, we arranged for these masks to be returned to us and that process was completed in 
April 2021.  We also commissioned independent testing and said we would share the outcome of this 
testing.   
 
The British Standards Institute (BSI) tested the masks to an enhanced version of the BSI COVID-19 
filtering facepiece technical specification and we received the final version of their report on 18 June 
2021. The report states the masks failed to meet FFP3 standards and the masks were not BSI certified 
as the packaging indicated. Although the samples did pass all the testing requirements for an FFP2 
mask, they could not be formally reclassified. The full details of the BSI resting report is attached to 
this letter. 
 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) recommends the use of N95 or FFP2 respirators (the nearest 
EU equivalent) for health workers performing aerosol-generating procedures.  In the UK, the 4 
Nations position, which HSE advocates, recommends the higher specification of an FFP3 respirator, as 
reflected in the UK IPC cell guidance.  So, while users are likely to have understandable concerns, it is 
important to reassure them the Fang Tian masks should have afforded protection equivalent to the 
level that the WHO recommends. 
 
The masks were distributed between November 2020 and February 2021. In total around 1.12 million 
were distributed to the NHS, which represents around 1.7% of all the FFP3 masks distributed during 
the course of the pandemic, until February 2021.   
 
Separate to the testing, we have started a detailed and independent Root Cause Analysis (RCA) 
investigation of the processes of both the supplier and DHSC in order to ascertain how this happened, 
and to make sure it cannot happen again.  
 
Thank you for your patience while we have been investigating this issue.  We wish to reassure you 
that staff safety remains our absolute priority and that we have taken quick and effective action to 
minimise the risk to staff.   
 
 

  
 
Moira Philpott – Chair – Decision Making Committee 
 


