Dear Parent / Carer,
Supporting your son / daughter to transition to their post 16 destination.
As a school we are doing all we can to make sure that our Year 11 students receive the support they need and deserve to make a smooth and successful transition to the post 16 destination of their choice.
 We are very aware of the impact that the pandemic has made to their education over the last two academic years, and we want to make sure that they are ready and prepared for their next steps. 
We know you have an important part to play in supporting your son or daughter to prepare for their transition, whether that is to a Sixth Form College, Further Education College, apprenticeship or training provider. 
To support you in your role we have outlined some of the ways you can help your son / daughter over the next few months.
1. Make sure they have somewhere to go after they leave high school (a destination)
Most young people will have a clear idea of where they want to go and what they want to do next. Hopefully they will have received one or more offers from their chosen college or training course. If your son or daughter has not yet decided what they want to do next or they have changed their mind and need some help, then encourage them to speak to the school's Career Advisor (insert name and any other contact details). 
If your son / daughter has decided on an apprenticeship when they leave school then please encourage them to have a backup plan, in case there are not enough apprenticeships available. Staying in education and developing their skills may be a good alternative while the economy recovers from the pandemic and more apprenticeships become available.
It is important to keep checking in, that your son or daughter are happy with their plans and to reassure them that help is on hand if they do change their mind.
2. Results Day – Thursday 25 August 2022
Your son / daughter will receive their GCSE results on Thursday 25 August. Hopefully they will have achieved the grades they need and will be able to accept their offer. If for any reason they do not make the required grades for the course they have applied for then help will be at hand on the day, to help them to consider other options. (Insert details of who to contact for help.)
Hopefully you will be able to celebrate a great set of results with your son / daughter, and reward them for their hard work. If they do not achieve the grades, then reassure them that there are other options and encourage them to get the help and advice they may need.
(You and your son / daughter will receive more information about results day nearer the time, all of the information will be available on the school's web site etc )
3. Helping them to prepare for their next steps.
We will do all we can to make sure that your son / daughter has the information they need to help them prepare for their transition to their Post 16 destination. We suggest that they:
a. Look out for communications from the college, sixth form or training provider that they will moving to, and this includes setting up a personal email account (if they don’t already have one) and checking their account regularly. They can also visit the college / sixth form website which will provide information on enrollment, courses, opportunities and support services. 
b. Let the college, sixth form or training provider know of any support needs they have in advance of enrolling, so they can put any additional help in place.
c. Engage in activities to help them get to know their new destination or course including campus visits (either live or virtual), taster sessions, welcome days, summer camps etc. 
d. Apply for a free bus pass and work out a travel plan of how to get to their post 16 destination.
e. Apply for a bursary if they are eligible, to support the costs of continuing in education. 
f. Take part in activities over the summer that will develop their skills and boost their confidence e.g. National Citizen Service, work experience, sporting activities. 
You can help your son / daughter by checking they are acting on the above information and are taking responsibility for getting themselves ready for their next step. 
4. Support for you. 
If you have any concerns or worries about your son / daughter's future plans, then please don’t hesitate to contact us before they leave school on (insert leaving date. We would recommend that you contact either the form tutor or Head of Year 11 – name and contact details).
You may prefer to speak to someone from the college, sixth form or training provider where they will be moving to, contact details can be found on their websites.
We will do all we can to support your son / daughter to secure an offer from a college, sixth form or training provider of their choice. However, if they do leave without an offer or change their mind over the summer then you can contact Career Connect  eet@careerconnect.org.uk or telephone 0161 232 7863 they can provide advice and guidance and support to help your son / daughter make a positive decision about finding the right destination. 
You can ask for information, help or advocate on behalf of your son and daughter by contacting either school, Post 16 destination or Career Connect with any of your concerns. 
We recognise that this is a very important time for your son / daughter, and we want to make sure that they are ready and prepared for their next steps. By working together, we can provide the support and encouragement to make a successful transition which will hopefully lead to a successful future. 
Yours sincerely, 



