BUSINESS BRIEFING NOTE
On Monday 24 January 2022 the Government formally deposited the HS2 Crewe-Manchester Bill, paving the way for the construction of the second phase of the high speed line, due to open 2035-40.
This is undoubtedly good news for the city and Manchester City Council strongly supports the principle of HS2. It will deliver vital extra capacity on the clogged railway network and provide a stimulus to development and jobs through enhanced links.
However, the Council and Transport for Greater Manchester have concerns that the Government’s preferred solution included in the Bill of a new six platform overground station at Piccadilly, next to the existing station, to accommodate new HS2 lines and improved northern connections will fail to maximise the benefits of the investment and will undermine the Government’s stated Levelling Up agenda. 
Decisions made now will have implications for the next century. With the new station at the heart of the north’s rail network, and HS2 considered pivotal to rebalancing the national economy, our message to Government is that they cannot afford to get it wrong. 
While the overground option as conceived will still bring benefits, it will fail to make the most of them and create some issues of its own relative to the preferred underground option. It will also not provide the world class station and arrival point that Manchester and the city-region deserves.
By contrast, an overground station would: 
Swallow a greater amount of vital land which could have been used for developments creating new jobs and other opportunities.  Estimates from independent advisors suggest that extra land required by the overground station and its associated infrastructure would result in the lost of almost half a million sq metres worth of prime land which could have supported around 14,000 jobs.   
In addition, an estimated 2,600 jobs located within the construction zone required by the overground option will be lost in the immediate term as work takes place. This short-term impact for an underground station would be significantly lower.   
By 2050, the analysis concludes, the economic benefits to the city and region of the underground option would be £333m a year greater than the benefits delivered by the overground plan.   
Create the need for unwelcome overground infrastructure which will dominate parts of the city. This infrastructure, including huge new concrete viaducts, would overshadow parts of east Manchester, creating an unsightly environment and hampering connections between areas.  
Fail to ‘future proof’ the new station. Previous modelling commissioned by the Council and TfGM (the Bechtel report) has shown that it would be at full capacity from day one – meaning that there would be no scope for increased passengers numbers in the year ahead and compromising its reliability and resilience.  
Any future expansion would be much harder to accommodate without further disruption, demolition and the need for even more overground infrastructure.
The underground option would address all these issues and create a station empowered to support growth and better integrated with surrounding areas and other modes of transport. 
Next steps
The Council, Transport for Greater Manchester, Greater Manchester Combined Authority and other public bodies are making the case to Government – both publicly and privately – for an urgent rethink.
We argue that while their preferred overground option is cheaper in the short term, it will cost the city and the wider region’s economy far more in the longer term – restricting the capacity for growth in what will be one of the best connected places in the country. 
We have shared our case with the Transport Select Committee as part of their examination of the Government’s Integrated Rail Plan and we will make formal representations at the appropriate point in the process when the hybrid Bill begins making its way through Parliament. 
While we will continue to make our case in the media, business voices will be critical in strengthening our collective message and helping us maintain the momentum. Your support in raising awareness and making this case would be extremely valuable in ensuring that the Government is aware of the wide concern over this potential missed opportunity to deliver fully on the benefits of HS2 to the city and city region. 
As part of the Bill, HS2 have opened a consultation on the Environmental Statement, which runs until 31st March 2022.  We would encourage businesses to respond to this consultation. For further information on HS2, including how to respond to the Environmental Statement consultation, visit www.manchester.gov.uk/HS2





