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Drinking water fountain offer to schools

Following the success of the previous project, where 20 fountains were gifted to London schools by the GLA and Thames Water, I am very pleased to let you know that another 20 fountains have been made available to support schools to become water only. In addition, this project will also help educate students about small changes and habits which can have a big environmental impact, like using a reusable water bottle instead of purchasing single-use plastic water bottles. Please see attached image of the drinking fountain which is on offer.  
 
This offer forms part of the Healthy place, Healthy weight mission, one of nine recovery missions forming the London Recovery programme following the COVID-19 pandemic. The mission aims to ensure all Londoners find it easier to eat healthy food and be physically active.  As part of this mission there is an ambition to increase the number of water only school across London. Being a Water only school means that only water or skimmed/semi skimmed milk is consumed during the school day. Research suggests that increased water consumption will have a positive impact on weight and health outcomes in children and adolescents.
 
We would really appreciate your help in identifying schools that fit the following criteria:
1. are in one of the 30% most deprived areas in London and/or have high rates of childhood obesity,
1. demonstrate a commitment to becoming a water only school but are not already, and
1. can meet the contractors and identify a location for drinking fountain and take on responsibility for the cleaning and maintenance of the fountain.
 
The Mayor is committed to supporting more schools to adopt water only policies to support students health. Alongside provision of the fountain, including installation costs, a toolkit is available to support staff in both primary and secondary schools in introducing the policy. 
 
Please note that the chosen schools would be responsible for the cleaning and maintenance of the fountains. We recommend contacting your schools existing maintenance/cleaning contractor who should be able to indicate how much it would cost to clean and maintain the fountain under your schools your existing service agreement. A regular exterior cleaning program should be established with your schools cleaning and maintenance provider. We also recommend that schools undertake a 6 monthly sanitisation (chemical flushing) of the internal water pathways of the fountain. This is for bacteria and virus control and is in line with WHA guidelines. Standard rates are around £180 per year which would include two services. 
 
Schools will have until the 30th September to submit their expression of interest. Please contact Ciara with EOI’s and/or questions  Ciara.Litchfield@london.gov.uk
 
Many thanks,
Ciara
 
 
 
 
Ciara Litchfield
 
Policy Officer (Healthy Place, Healthy Weight), Health and Wellbeing Team
GREATERLONDONAUTHORITY
City Hall, Kamal Chunchie Way, London, E16 1ZE
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