Pen Green Routes
Apprenticeship (Early Years Educator Level 3)
The apprenticeship is completed with the support of the learner’s employer.  To access Government funding, learners need to have been living in the UK for at least 3 years, and be employed for at least 16 hours a week in an early years setting.  The cost of an apprenticeship is £7000.  If a setting pays into a levy the total cost will be covered.  If the setting does not pay into a levy, they will pay a 5% contribution which is £350.
The teaching sessions are taught live with the rest of the cohort via Microsoft Teams (MS Teams).  The next cohort is due to start October 2025.
The learner attends one teaching session which is repeated throughout the day.  The sessions run:
· 9am to 12pm 
· 1.30pm to 4.30pm
· 5.30pm to 8.30pm
The learner attends the session that is most convenient to them and their setting.  The learner does not have to attend the same session each week.  For example they could attend 9am to 12pm one week, and attend 5.30pm to 8.30pm another week. This is to make the programme as flexible as possible for the learner and the setting.
Learners enrol on the apprenticeship will complete up to 3 qualifications:
· Level 3 Early Years Educator
· Functional Skills English at level 2
· Functional Skills Maths at level 2
Learners who already hold suitable level 2 English and maths qualifications will complete the Level 3 qualification only.  Those who do not, will complete the relevant functional skills qualifications alongside their Level 3 diploma.
To begin the onboarding process, the learner’s employer contacts Pen Green to advise they wish to enrol their employee onto the apprenticeship programme.  The employer can either email apprenticeship@pengreen.org with their contact details or telephone 01536 443435.  This is to arrange a MS Teams call with a member of the tutor team for apprenticeships.

NCFE CACHE Level 3 Diploma for Working in the Early Years Sector (Early Years Educator)
Students studying for the NCFE CACHE Level 3 Diploma for Working in the Early Years Sector (Early Years Educator) award are independent students.  The cost of the diploma is £2800, which can be paid in instalments.  The teaching sessions are taught live with the rest of the cohort, via Microsoft Teams (MS Teams).  The teaching sessions are once a week on a Tuesday evening (6.00pm – 8.30pm) during term time.  As this is a rolling programme, learners do not need to wait until September to enrol on the course.
Students need to have on-going work experience in either a paid or voluntary role in an early years setting. The student completes 350 work/placement hours over the duration of the course.
