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Transport Update for GM Partners 
Tuesday 6 May 2025
 
This update summarises key transport issues and the latest on travel patterns and transport announcements, including: 

· Green light for £32m Golborne station with local firm appointed to design it
· Greater Manchester to boost the number of School Streets to 60 in the next year
· Reminder: Improving Journeys Heywood Engagement
· Upcoming events and travel advice 
· Rail improvement works and disruptions
· Metrolink engineering works
· Highways improvements
· Non-transport related item: Youth Voice Census 2025 - Opportunity to amplify young voices across GM

[bookmark: _Millions_of_Bee][bookmark: _Green_light_for][bookmark: ReminderImproving]Green light for £32m Golborne station with local firm appointed to design it

Wigan Council has given the green light to the planning application for the new £32m train station in Golborne and Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) have appointed a local company to design it.
Greater Manchester has ambitious plans to bring eight commuter rail lines into the Bee Network by 2028. The new station – which will reconnect Golborne to the railway for the first time in more than 60 years – is part of the city-region's wider plans to improve connectivity for communities as part of the first fully-integrated transport system outside London.
Planning approval follows the government giving the go ahead to the station’s outline business case in January, which set out the transformational benefits it will bring to the area as part of the Bee Network.
It means TfGM, Greater Manchester Combined Authority and Wigan Council, working with Government, will now develop a full business case and detailed design in 2025.
To deliver this work, TfGM has appointed Golborne-based engineering firm Murphy to develop the final station designs. Subject to approval from government, work is expected to begin in 2026 with the first trains hoped to stop there in 2027. The full article can be found here.


[bookmark: _Greater_Manchester_to]Greater Manchester to boost the number of School Streets to 60 in the next year

The number of School Streets in Greater Manchester is set to increase to 60 in the next year as part of a wider programme to boost the number of children walking, wheeling and cycling to school.
Last October, Active Travel Commissioner Dame Sarah Storey and Mayor Andy Burnham wrote to schools across the city-region inviting them to develop their own ‘School Street’ - to limit traffic during drop off and pick up time.
The ambition to boost the number of School Streets to 100 by 2028 was set out by the mayor in his most recent manifesto, with Dame Sarah Storey tasked with taking the commitment forward with Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM).
£1.3m of active travel funding has been allocated for the delivery of new and enhanced School Streets in Greater Manchester.
The programme has had a strong response across the city-region so far, with all 10 Local Authorities requesting funding to deliver new schemes, with the number of schemes in operation set to increase from 37 to 60 in the next year. The full article can be found here.

[bookmark: _Reminder:_Improving_Journeys]Reminder: Improving Journeys Heywood Engagement

There are updated proposals to improve journeys in Heywood town centre, incorporating feedback from the community. The plans include new signal-controlled pedestrian and cycle crossings, car park improvements on Hill Street, junction and traffic signal upgrades, widened footpaths, and enhanced bus stops. You can read the recent press release HERE.

People can have their say on these plans until Sunday 18 May via the online survey here: 
www.gmconsult.org/transport-for-greater-manchester/heywood
This link also details alternative ways to give feedback and information about the public drop-in sessions. 
[bookmark: _Campaign_updates]Please feel free to share this engagement opportunity across your own networks, channels, and platforms if you think it may be of relevant or interest to the audience. 

[bookmark: UpcomingEvents]Upcoming events and travel advice 

Information about all upcoming events is available on our dedicated webpage. Upcoming events include: 

· Kevin Hart performs at the AO Arena on Wednesday 7 May
· Olly Murs plays the Co-op Live on Thursday 8 May
· Manchester United v Athletic Bilbao takes place on Thursday 8 May at Old Trafford
· Bryan Adams performs at the AO Arena on Friday 9 May
· The Clubland Arena Tour takes place at the AO Arena on Saturday 10 May
· Gregory Porter plays the Co-op Live Arena on Saturday 10 May
· Manchester United v West Ham takes place at Old Trafford on Sunday 11 May
· Twenty One Pilots play the AO Arena on Sunday 11 May

[bookmark: _Rail_improvement_works_1][bookmark: _Rail_improvement_works][bookmark: RailImprovement]Rail improvement works and disruptions

[bookmark: _Metrolink_engineering_works]Throughout 2025, planned improvement work and disruptions will take place across the rail network. All works are summarised here.


[bookmark: MetrolinkEngineering]Metrolink engineering works  
The rolling programme of engineering works to maintain and improve the Metrolink network continues across several sites, ensuring tram journeys in GM remain safe, reliable, and accessible. Replacement bus services will be in place for all works that disrupt services unless otherwise referenced below: 

· Oldham - Rochdale line works – from Saturday 3 May, until the end of service on Monday 5 May and again on Sunday 18 May. No trams will operate between Freehold and Rochdale Town Centre during this time to allow a number of engineering works to take place at sites including Oldham Central, Oldham Mumps, Manchester Street roundabout in Oldham, and Drake Street in Rochdale. 

· Bury line works–the following service changes will be in effect on the Bury line to allow essential beam replacement work at Whitefield Tunnel and capacity improvement work at Heaton Park to take place:
· On Saturday 10 May, no tram services will operate between Crumpsall and Bury. 
· On Sunday 11 May, no tram services will operate between Whitefield and Bury. 
· On Sunday 25 May, no tram services will operate between Crumpsall and Bury. 
· From Monday 26 to Thursday 29 May, no tram services will operate between Whitefield and Bury. 
· From Friday 30 May to Sunday 1 June, no tram services will operate between Crumpsall and Bury.

Localised traffic management plans will affect highways near to Whitefield Tunnel, including Bury New Road, Church Lane, and Bank Street from 5/6 May until 27 June. You can find more information on TfGM’s Metrolink improvement works website below which includes maps of the traffic management.  

· Manchester Airport line works - Sunday 11 May, track renewal works will take place at Northern Moor. No tram services will operate between Sale Water Park and Manchester Airport during this time. A bus replacement service will operate between the affected stops.

· City Centre Works – This summer, essential engineering work will take place on the Metrolink tracks between Piccadilly Gardens and Piccadilly.
· Piccadilly Delta Curves – works will take place from Tuesday 3 June until Friday 20 June.
· Portland Street – works will take place from Sunday 22 June until Thursday 17 July.
· Aytoun Street – works will take place from Saturday 19 July until Monday 10 August.

· Due to these works, from Tuesday 3 June until the end of service on Sunday 10 August, no tram services will operate via Piccadilly Gardens. During this time, trams on the Altrincham/Bury lines will not serve Piccadilly Gardens or Piccadilly and will instead travel directly between Altrincham and Bury via Market Street. All tram services from Ashton-under-Lyne and Etihad Campus will operate to Piccadilly, whilst services to Eccles (via MediaCitUK) will operate from Victoria via Market Street. Tram services will resume their normal service pattern from Monday 11 August.  

· For those connecting between Market Street/Piccadilly Gardens and Piccadilly, customers can take a short walk/wheel or access the nearby Free Bus 1 & 2 services. The most up to date information on the city centre works including exact tram service patterns, Free Bus Services information, and walking routes can be found on the dedicated webpage here. 


The latest customer information related to planned Metrolink maintenance and improvements works can be found on the TfGM website and customer updates for disruptive works are communicated across the Bee Network app, customer webpages, social media channels, customer and stakeholder newsletters as well as via on-stop passenger information displays, passenger announcements, and posters.  
[bookmark: _Highways_improvements]

[bookmark: Highways]Highways improvements
[bookmark: _Media_Summary_–][bookmark: _Transport_Network_Summary]Details of current and upcoming major highways improvements works can be found here. 



[bookmark: _Non-transport_related_items][bookmark: _Non-transport_related_items:]Non-transport related items: Youth Voice Census 2025 - Opportunity to amplify young voices across GM

The annual Youth Voice Census hosted by Youth Employment UK is the chance for people aged 11-30 to share their experiences of education, work, and life (anonymously) and help shape real change for young people across the UK.

The information capture will help inform Government policy, education programmes, and youth employment strategies with the results being shared nationally to make sure young people’s needs are heard and acted upon. Please share the survey across your networks.
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