Successful Dudley community toothbrush scheme piloted in special schools with
new adapted resources (continued)

These toothbrush packs have been designed to meet the
varying needs of as many young people as possible. They
include a specially adapted toothbrush and toothpaste, an
information booklet for parents, a toothbrushing chart, and
a step-by-step guide with flashcards to encourage better
oral health.

The pilot is a further development of the council’s
successful oral health programme, which aims to reduce v :
children’s tooth decay across the borough. The programme has already dlstrlbuted more than
65,000 free toothbrush packs to Dudley’s children and families in need as part of the Dudley
Community Toothbrush Scheme.

Tooth decay remains the most common cause of hospital admissions for children in England.
Adopting good oral health behaviours, including regular toothbrushing and reducing sugar
intake, is a simple yet effective health improvement measure.

The impacts of poor oral health in children should not be underestimated. It can cause pain and
infections, affecting their ability to sleep, eat, speak, learn, and play.

The council will evaluate this pilot and, if successful, seek to secure future funding to expand
the scheme later in the year to support more of Dudley’s children with SEND.

For more information on the community toothbrush scheme, please visit: Healthy Dudley.
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhealthydudley.co.uk%2Fdudleys-community-toothbrush-scheme%2F&data=05%7C02%7COsereme.Aito%40dudley.gov.uk%7Cc30dff9090064cd7d71a08dd46a765d7%7Ce6a7eb3fec2a421693de823d273b1d03%7C0%7C0%7C638744406962588099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gGaW8UXz6Nlsnhcdxxe4G%2FdgNJyq8Z%2B0IIqJKpIEgMY%3D&reserved=0

