Exe Estuary Management Partnership Educational Series 2026: 
The Natural Environment Series
	Series Name
	Session 1 (1 hour Classroom):
Life in the Estuary
	Session 2 (1 hour Classroom): 
Homes of the Estuary
	Session 3 (2 hours Outside/ Field Trip): 
Exploring Protected Landscapes

	Natural Environment 
	Theme: 
Biodiversity & Ecosystems

Brief Outline: 
This provides a brief understanding of what biodiversity is and how this relates to the estuary environment. Pupils will learn about different estuary animals and how they interact within one shared environment.

Learning outcomes: 
· Can you name an animal that live on the estuary? 
· Can you describe how 2 animals live together in the estuary environment? 
· Can you name one reason why biodiversity is important? 

Session Overview: 
· 5 Min Introduction 

· 10 Min Warm Up: 
· Short Explanation of animal groups (Fish, Bird, Invertebrate, Mammal) 
· Pupils are shown different estuary animals
· They have to move to which animal groups they think the animal belongs to
· They have to move like the animal (Fish swimming, bird flying, crab shuffle etc) 

· 15 Min Independent Learning, Biodiversity Sorting Game: 
· Brief Explanation of each category (Predator, Prey, Plant/ producers) 
· In groups pupils have to sort animals into categories (Predator, Pray, Plant/ producers) 

· 20 Min Interactive Learning, Estuary Rangers: 
· Pupils are tasked with protecting the estuary’s animal food web
· Using string, blue tack and a sheet with different estuary animals, they have to link animals/ plants together and discuss why they are connected (e.g. a bird with a fish, because birds eat fish) 
· Pupils have to change their food webs based on scenarios (e.g. if there are no more crabs, what happens to the food web/ who is affected?)  

· 10 Min Exploring Learning Outcomes: 
· Pupils given 3 post-it notes and asked to write answers to 3 questions and stick them on the board: 
- Can you name an animal that lives on the estuary? 
-Can you describe how 2 animals live together in the estuary environment? 
-Can you name one reason why biodiversity is important? 
	Theme: 
Habitats & Adaptations 

Brief Outline: 
This session explores the different habitats within the estuary. How they support life, and key features that make them, and the animals living there unique and important.  

Learning Outcomes: 
· Can you name one habitat of an estuary? 
· Can you describe one key feature of an estuary habitat? 
· Can you explain one reason why an animal can live in a specific habitat? 

Session Overview: 
5 Min Introduction 

10 Min Warm Up: 
· Habitat stations are set up around the classroom 
· Pupils are given an estuary animal they must decide what habitat they belong to 

30 Min Interactive Learning, Habitat Adventures: 
· Pupils move around each station engaging with the content 
· Each station contains, photos, short fact sheets, artefacts. 
· At each station they are tasked with answering:
-Write one feature of the habitat
-Identify an animal that might live here 
-Explain why the animal is suited to that environment (e.g. Heron has wide feet for walking on mud and in shallow water)  

15 Min Exploring Learning Outcomes: 
· Pupils are given a habitat sheet at random 
· They have to:
-Name the habitat 
-Write a key feature
-Draw an animal that lives there 
-Label/ Explain why the animal is able to live there 
(if there is time, they can colour in the sheet)  
	Theme: 
Conservation & Stewardship 

Brief Outline: 
This would be a field trip to a specific landscape of the estuary. This potentially would be at one of the nature reserves around the estuary but is still TBC. Providing context to the pupils of why certain landscapes are protected.

Learning Outcomes: 
· Can you name the landscape you visited today? 
· Can you explain one reason why the landscape is protected? 
· Can you describe how humans can look after the landscape? 

Session overview: 
· A site visit to one of the nature reserves around the estuary, the content of the day would depend on the location chosen by the school 
· Pupils will interact with around x3 30-minute tasks around the nature reserve and are linked to understanding estuary landscapes and their impacts. 

· Simple Example of Nature Reserve Visit: 

· Exmouth Nature Reserve/ Beach - Estuary Guardians 

Task 1: Animal Clues 
· Starting on the beach pupils interact with signs of different species they can find around the beach (Shells, vegetation, worm casts, small insects) 
· When recording the species they need to record what landscape/ habitat they found it in

Task 2: Vulnerability Hotspots 
· Walking along the nature reserve pupils have to make a list of vulnerability clues (Littering, loud noises, erosion/ natural damage, human damage, etc) 

Task 3: Mini-Species count
· Each Pupil will have a go at netting in a small creek 
· Then the contents will be put in tray full of water 
· Pupils will have to engage with animal ID cards to see what species they have collected
· They record their findings, and then the animals are safely deposited back in the water 

10 Min Exploring Learning Outcomes: 
· Pupils think about the landscape they visited and reasons for protecting it 
· They have to write a pledge on a big worksheet and sign their name to promote environmental ownership and responsibility (I pledge to remind others not to litter) 



