Exe Estuary Management Partnership Educational Series 2026: 
The Climate Change Series
	Series Name
	Session 1
(1 hour Classroom): 
Journey Around the Estuary
	Session 2 (1 hour Classroom):
The Estuary’s Natural Environment
	Session 3 (2 hours Outside/ Filed Trip): 

Vulnerable Areas of the Estuary

	Climate Change 
	Theme: 
Green Travel & Local Connections

Brief Outline: 
This session is an exploration of the travel options around the Exe Estuary, and their impact on the environment. 

Learning Outcomes: 
· Can you describe what is Green Travel? 
· Can you name 1 form of Green Travel around the Estuary? 
· Can you describe why Green Travel is important? 

Session Overview: 
· 5 Min Introduction 

· 10 Min Warm Up: 
· Pupils are asked quick questions to understand prior knowledge on the estuary 
· They have to move to either side of the classroom to answer yes or no, move like an estuary animal (Crab shuffle, Heron steps, seal glide) 

· 20 Min Independent learning, Sound Scavenger Hunt: 
· Pupils listen to short sound clips (Birds, Water Splashing, Bicycle bell, car engine, ferry horn) 
· Pupils have to sort sounds into Natural sounds VS Travel Sounds 
· Discussion after task will revolve around why animals prefer quieter travel 

· 20 Min Interactive learning, Estuary Explorers: 
· Pupils asked to plan a journey around the Exe 
· Split into groups, where they have to use a map to plot different routes (Walking, Cycling, Train, Ferry, Car,) 
· They have to explain which could cause the most environmental damage

· 5 Min Exploring Learning Outcomes: 
· Pupils given 3 post-it notes and asked to write answers to 3 questions and stick them on the board: 
-What is Green Travel? 
-Can you name one form of Green Travel? 
-Why is Green Travel important? 
	Theme: 
Wildlife & Habitats 

Brief Outline: 
This session would explore what, how, and why estuary animals live in certain estuarine habitats. Touching on the threats they face within their habitats, and how they indicate this.  

Learning Outcomes:
· Can you name 1 habitat along the estuary? 
· Can you describe what an indicator species is? 
· Can you name a threat to the estuary environments? 

Session Overview: 
· 5 Min Introduction 

· 10 Min Warm Up: 
· Estuary Habitats are located around the classroom 
· Pupils are assigned an estuary animal 
· Pupils have to stand in the habitat they think their animal lives in  

· 30 Min Interactive Learning, Nature Detectives: 
· Based on what habitat station each pupil chose, they will start at that habitat section and explore the resources 
· Pupils have to engage with a detective sheet and solve problems:
- What habitat does your animal live in? (if pupils started at the wrong habitat, they have to move around the habitat stations until they find the relevant information)
- What does your animal like about their habitat? 
- What does it mean if your animal looked like this? (e.g. Shellfish closed means polluted water etc) 
- What threats does your animal face in its habitat? 

10 Min Exploring Learning Outcomes:
· A short discussion about the answers to each detective sheet  
· Each pupil partners up with another pupil assigned a different animal 
· Discussion of the learning outcomes based on the animal they interacted with during the session 
	Theme: 
Stewardship & Environmental Awareness

Brief Outline: 
This would be the outdoor session located at a vulnerable area of the Estuary, location (TBC). It would be a guided walk around the estuary telling a ‘day-in-the-life’ story of an animal that lives within the area. 

Learning outcomes: 
· Can you name a vulnerable area of the Exe Estuary? 
· Can you explain what makes an area vulnerable? 
· Can you explain a way how humans can protect a vulnerable area? 

Session Overview: 
· The guided walk and story content will depend on the location chosen by the school.
· Pupils have to interact with a sheet to answer questions about the story. 

· Simple Example of Locational Walk:
RSPB Bowling Green Nature reserve (Topsham)  

Starting point: 
Topsham quay (Mudflats) 
· Introduce the character of the story ‘El the Egret’ 
· Explain where she lives ‘The estuary-where the river meets the sea’
· Explain where she starts her day off ‘In the Morning, I have my breakfast on the mudflats, my favourite food is fish.’
Walking to the next point:
· Can you travel to your next location like the animals I eat? (swimming like a fish, crab shuffle, worm slither)

Point 2: The Goat Walk (vulnerable Mudflats) 
· Why mudflats are vulnerable ‘When people walk on the mudflats, the mud gets damaged, and I lose my food’ 
· Why animals move to a different habitat ‘As the tide moves, I lose my food, I have to go find more’ 
Walking to the next point: 
· ‘Can you travel to your next location like me? (Walk with long strides, or flap your wings and fly)

Point 3: RSPB Bowling Green (Wetlands Lookout Shelter) 
· Bird resting area: ‘I get tired after all the eating; I need a quiet place to rest and save my energy’ 
· What causes disturbance: ‘If I get scared, I fly away- and that uses up energy I need to survive’ 
· Split into 2 groups: 
· Group 1: Goes into the bird box to have a look at the birds and interact with material inside
· Groups 2: can have a rest/ break as there is a small picnic area. 
Walking to the next point: 
Can you listen out for different disturbances along your walk (Train, Cars, Loud noise, etc) 

Point 4: Viewing Platform (Goosemore Saltmarsh) 
· Lunch time for me ‘I eat LOTS of food to keep my energy up, and I can hide in the reeds, so I won’t get disturbed’ 
· What makes my home vulnerable ‘Too much noise/ Litter/ People walking on protected areas’
Walking to the next point: 
Can you think of ways you can help El live happily in her home? 

End Point: Darts Farm 
· Reinforce that each area is important, and how we can help El live happily in her home- ‘I use different parts of the estuary to survive- so it’s important to look after every part not just the protected or vulnerable areas’ 

Assessing Learning outcomes: 
- Find a place at Darts Farm to re-cap the story and go over the interactive sheet.







