Coventry City of Languages - Stakeholder Event
 
The Coventry City of Languages charity and the British Council are co-hosting a stakeholder event to explore how to develop Coventry as a City of Languages on Tuesday 23rd June 2026, 5.00pm-6.30pm at Coventry University, William Lyons building room 1.05 (https://www.coventry.ac.uk/the-university/about-coventry-university/our-buildings/sir-william-lyons/).
 
We are inviting members of the local authority; educators from schools, colleges and our universities; other language learning providers; adult education, business and skills partners; and language communities from the city to join us to explore this exciting opportunity. 

In this first event, we will discuss how we can work together to:
1. support and promote language learning across education and in communities
1. explore how Coventry City of Languages can support the policy on multilingualism in Coventry currently being finalised
1. celebrate the languages and cultures of diverse communities in the city and foster multiculturalism
1. complement and support agendas around adult learning, skills and business
1. identify existing resources and activities that support language learning and internationalism
1. identify challenges and gaps and think about how we can address these
1. agree, develop and implement some practical actions to support our ambitions

Please register your interest and availability to attend this event by emailing katherine.astbury@warwick.ac.uk by Monday 15th June 5pm, highlighting any access needs or dietary requirements.  If you cannot attend, but would like to stay informed of progress, do email to let us know.  

If you know of anyone who you think would be interested in this meeting with stakeholders, please send us their contact details.

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Kate Astbury, Coventry City of Languages trustee, on behalf of      
 
Anna Grainger                                    	Vicky Gough
Founder                                             	Adviser, Schools, Education and Society
Coventry City of Languages                British Council


Background and context: Coventry City of Languages
 
Coventry is one of a growing number of Cities of Languages, working with the British Council to promote internationalism, international relations and language learning.
 
Coventry City of Languages was a project devised by two practising Modern Languages teachers during lockdown as a response to their frustrations regarding the profile of languages in the UK. It is a grass-roots action group which was named Parliament UK community campaign of the year in 2022. Coventry City of Languages now has charity status and is looking to work with others who share an international vision for the city. 
 
Coventry City of Languages and British Council are co-hosting an initial stakeholder event to explore ideas around promoting language learning and celebrating languages and cultures: through education, in communities and by exploring links to skills and employment.  
 
We are inviting local, regional and national partners and stakeholders who can share ideas, activities and resources to help shape a city-wide approach.  We hope to agree some key ideas and actions to take forward, as part of a longer-term strategy.
 
Refreshments will be available on arrival
1. Registration
1. Welcome
1. Introduction to Coventry City of Languages
1. British Council’s involvement with Coventry and opening up opportunities Vicky Gough, Adviser Schools, Education and Society, British Council

Group discussions and feedback
1. Exploring aspirations around languages, internationalism and international experiences
1. Highlighting issues, barriers and challenges
1. Finding solutions and identifying opportunities and support
1. Practical actions, working together and planning ahead
1. Next steps

