The Free School Meals eligibility criteria is changing from the start of the new school year for 2026-27. 

Some of these changes include 
1. All children from households in receipt of Universal Credit will be entitled to receive a free meal. 
1. 2 new categories for free school meals - Targeted FSM On UC earning £7,400 or less & Expanded FSM On UC earning £7,400 or more. 
1. Transitional protection will be in effect until the end of 25-26 school year
1. Annual rechecking of entitlement 
1. Additional data for schools to submit within the school census

There is also a section for schools to “plan for increases” which they encourage schools to estimate the following information

1. how many additional pupils will become newly eligible for FSM
1. how many additional meals will need to be served

Depending on information already held, schools may wish to survey families, including any families using nursery provision, on whether they:

1. are in receipt of Universal Credit
1. take a meal currently
1. intend to take up meals from the start of the 2026 to 2027 academic year

I have not included all the information on this email but please use the following link to read through all the upcoming changes Free school meals: guidance for local authorities, local -authority-maintained schools, academies and free schools - GOV.UK

We are also aware our FSM eligibility checking system (ECS) is moving to a new system starting from 1 June 2026. As mentioned on the above gov.uk link it includes a section about the new checking service and indicates schools can also access and confirm eligibility before submitting a FSM application form. If you would like to sign up to the mailing list for more information, please use the following link Eligibility Checking mailing list or you can access the new services using a DfE Sign-in account. The checking service is not currently online, but they have confirmed they will share links for this once available.  

As we are currently working through these changes, we will send out a further email in due course. However, we wanted to ensure something went out to schools to make sure you were aware of what’s upcoming. 
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