There is a new requirement for QTS in Reception classes, which primarily targets those teaching the national curriculum to school-age children.

For nursery classes, EYTS and EYPS remain valid qualifications for maintaining a 1:13 ratio as set out below.
1. 1:13 Ratio: This is permitted if a person with QTS, EYPS, EYTS, or another approved Level 6 qualification is working directly with the children.

1. 1:8 Ratio: This must be used if no such Level 6 qualified practitioner is present.

1. Support Staff: Even with a Level 6 lead, at least one other member of staff must hold an approved Level 3 qualification to maintain these ratios. 

Summary of Change for Academies (Sept 2026)
	Feature 
	Before Sept 2026
	After Sept 2026

	Reception Teacher
	Can be unqualified (in some academies)
	Must have/be working toward QTS

	Nursery "Teacher"
	Can hold EYTS/EYP/Level 6
	Can hold EYTS/EYP/Level 6

	Nursery 1:13 Ratio
	Allowed with EYTS/EYP/Level 6
	Still Allowed with EYTS/EYP/Level 6



