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9th February 2026

Dear Headteacher,
Invitation for Students: Coventry Community Cohesion Conference – Young People Session (24 March)
I am writing to invite your school to take part in the young people’s morning session of the Coventry Community Cohesion Conference, taking place on Tuesday 24 March 2025 from 9.00am to 12.30pm, at Coventry Transport Museum, 16 Hale Street, Coventry CV1 1JD
This session has been designed for young people and will be delivered by young people. This conference will give students the opportunity to explore issues of community cohesion, fairness, belonging and harmony in Coventry and to develop ideas that could lead to practical change. The focus will be on social responsibility, understanding difference and the role that young people can play in contributing to a cohesive and fair city.
We would welcome the participation of up to six students per school, accompanied by up to two members of staff. The opportunity is particularly suited to students in Year 10 upwards including sixth form.  However, you can offer this opportunity to Year 9 if you wish.
What the session will involve
During the morning students will:
· Hear about Coventry’s priorities for community cohesion and how these link to the One Coventry plan, (particularly improving outcomes and tackling inequalities within our communities).
· Discuss what cohesion and social responsibility look like in their school communities and neighbourhoods.
· Identify an issue they believe affects cohesion or fairness locally.
· Begin developing a project idea focused on improving understanding strengthening relationships or addressing a specific challenge.
Students will work in their school groups and will have time on the day to shape initial ideas and consider how these could be taken forward in a practical and realistic way.



Opportunity for project support
Following the conference schools will be invited to further develop the ideas generated by students. Where a clear project outline and design is submitted projects may be eligible for up to £250 to support delivery.

Why take part
This session offers students the opportunity to:
· Contribute to wider conference outcomes that will inform future work on cohesion across Coventry.
· Take part in discussions linked to real city priorities rather than simulated exercises.
· Develop a stronger sense of civic responsibility and awareness of social issues.
· See how young people’s ideas can contribute to positive change beyond the school setting.
· Promoting student leadership and offering realistic challenges for students to apply their skills and knowledge 
Certificates of participation will be provided for all students who attend.
Further practical information will be shared closer to the event. In the meantime we would be grateful if you could confirm your school’s interest and the likely number of students and staff attending.  Please complete the proforma attached by 6th March to secure your place.  Demand will be high and spaces are limited to 80.
If you have any questions or would like to discuss the opportunity further, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me on balbirsohalconsultancy@gmail.com.

Yours faithfully,

Balbir Sohal	on behalf of					Manjeet Pangli
Coventry Lord Mayor’s Committee			Prevent and Cohesion Lead
For Peace and Reconciliation				Coventry City Council 
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