
Cultural Champions 
Meeting

Wednesday 28th January 
2027

St Mary’s Guildhall



Agenda 

• Welcome – Rebecca Bollands, CCEP/Earlsdon Primary

• Royal Ballet and Opera – Rebbecca

• Lady Godiva’s Birthday Suit/Phoenix City – Aaron Ashmore

• 'Nanny of the Maroons - Freedom to Reimagine the Future'– 
Claire Procter Belgrade Theatre

• Art Exhibition – Jane Flanagan, Blue Coat School

• Digital Music Festival and CPD - Mark Steele, Heart of England 
Music

• Sonia Sabri Company – Mary Ryder/Garrie Rogers

• Thanks – next steps – Mark/Rebecca - CCEP

• Tours Around St Mary’s Guild Hall (optional before and after 
the meeting)



Friday 13 March: Alice Showcase
Schools who have completed the Create and Dance CPD

Thursday 1 October: Create & Dance CPD
All schools.

Tuesday 7 July: Create Day
All schools. 9.30am – 2.30pm. Warwick University.

Thursday 21 Jan 2027: 
Arts Festival Preparation CPD
All schools.



Expanding on my 
Coventry books series
Aaron Ashmore, Etch & Pin



A different look at
Coventry history



My Coventry
books



Supporting
Coventry schools

















The Phoenix City: 

The Musical

• Released to schools 

from Sept 2026

• Proposed Cathedral 

performances

in Arts Week 2027



Any questions?

Find me online at
@etchandpin



Belgrade Theatre – Claire Procter
Nanny of the Maroons - Freedom to Reimagine 

the Future

For more information please email 
Claire – cprocter@belgrade.co.uk



Art Exhibition 







Learning from last year

Each school would like to exhibit as much work as possible
Each school would like to be represented
Schools have opinions about what constitutes their best work 
Schools know the students best 





The high functioning classroom 



Past exhibitions 

Forms of different 
exhibition styles of work 
of Blue Coat students



Proposal – this is Shana Blakley



Proposal – Shana Blakley close ups 



Proposal – Shana Blakley close ups 



Everyone will make their own Heirloom collage 

We will supply each participating 
school with an mdf board and 
wallpaper paste. 
You collate your schools artwork from 
across the year
You cut out the work and collage it 
down with paste making sure it is flat
After exhibiting, each school has a 
record of your year in art that you can 
display at the your school 



Ideas for the Heirloom collage 

One classes work Key stage 1 or Key stage 2 

Reception to Year 6 

The best work will come from allowing students free range to 
draw and paint what they want – giving them free choice. This 
is when you see their imagination and “ideoplastic” drawing 
which is what they should be doing 50% of the time. 
(what we mostly do in schools is do “physioplastic” drawing 
which is direct representation. 







•Introduction to our Culture Works Collective cultural compact 
and the cultural strategy delivery for the remaining two years
•Update on the Coventry Creative Industries plan
•‘What’s Next for Coventry’ session looking at future 
opportunities such as: 

• New Council grant funding programmes for cultural 
sector and other funding opportunities

• British Art Show 2026 Coventry activities
• Update on the £7.5m CreaTech frontiers programme 

and how it is benefiting artists and creative 
organisations

• UNESCO global cultural data project for which Coventry 
is the UK representative city

•Special sessions on Creative Health and Co-Creation
•Creativity, networking opportunities and much more!

Future Works 3

Thursday 19th February 2026 (Half Term) 

Free event with lunch at Warwick University 





Highly Sprung Workshops for FREE at 
Daimler Powerhouse

• Saturday 31st Jan 10am-12pm - 
Storytelling with Rachel for ages 6-11

• Wednesday 4th Feb 5pm-7pm- Fourth 
Monkey, drama school experience for ages 
14-16

• Wednesday 18th Feb 10am-12pm or 
2pm-4pm- Fabulous Me! Fun workshops 
exploring fashion, identity and discovering 
your own talents with Niall (10am-12pm for 
ages 10-13, 2pm-4pm for ages 13-16)

• Wednesday 4th March 5pm-7pm- 
Rhythm and Flow- Hip Hop and tap mash 
up with Kai for ages 13-19.

• For more information or to book a space 
at one of the workshops:

• https://highlysprungperformance.co.uk/
product-category/sprung-youth/

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/J1QcCwjXEflYEvDCVf8HJW7p7?domain=highlysprungperformance.co.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/J1QcCwjXEflYEvDCVf8HJW7p7?domain=highlysprungperformance.co.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/J1QcCwjXEflYEvDCVf8HJW7p7?domain=highlysprungperformance.co.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/J1QcCwjXEflYEvDCVf8HJW7p7?domain=highlysprungperformance.co.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/J1QcCwjXEflYEvDCVf8HJW7p7?domain=highlysprungperformance.co.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/J1QcCwjXEflYEvDCVf8HJW7p7?domain=highlysprungperformance.co.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/J1QcCwjXEflYEvDCVf8HJW7p7?domain=highlysprungperformance.co.uk


Creative Opportunities 
for Schools



About Sonia Sabri Company

Our mission is to make exceptional South Asian 
dance and musical experiences accessible to all 
kinds of audiences and participants to the UK and 
beyond. 

We aim to be a positive force for society today 
equipping individuals and communities with skills 
and experiences to help them flourish. 

Our work widens horizons, encourages reflection, 
enhances mental and physical well-being, unlocks 
talents, builds confidence and cultivates the next 
generation of artists.

Sonia Sabri Company is the leading South Asian 
dance and music company in the UK today.

“Sonia was brilliant 
at engaging the 

children and 
pitching the lesson 
at their level. All the 

children had fun 
throughout the 

session” 



What we offer
Artist-led activities tailored for Primary and Secondary Schools, 
with options for pupils with SEN

Pupils will be introduced to a 
dance and movement 
vocabulary from the discipline of 
Indian classical dance. Our 
workshops are a great way to 
explore key themes from the 
curriculum whilst also 
encouraging physical wellbeing, 
creativity and expression. 

Dance
Learn about taals, ragas and 
timecycles and discover 
beautiful South Asian 
instruments!

A brilliant opportunity to develop 
new music skills and widen 
understanding and appreciation 
of different musical styles and 
traditions.

Music
Learn about key art and design 
techniques found in South Asian 
art and use these to develop 
and share ideas, experiences, 
and imagination.

Visual Arts



What we offer
We have a whole range of ways to bring the joy of South Asian arts 
and culture to your school 

Workshops for Key 
Stages 1-3

Workshops for 
GCSE & A-Level

Creative Careers 
Assemblies

Relaxed 
Performances

After-School Clubs Choirs & 
Ensembles

Music Tuition Enrichment Days

"The best thing is 
that most of the 
students haven't 
been involved in 

music extra-
curricular before, so 

it is involving new 
students"

“Thank you so 
much for organising 

the workshop for 
class 5. They had a 
blast this afternoon 

and were so 
captivated by it all" 



We would love to do more…
We are looking for schools and organisations to host or partner 
with us on the following programmes

At our weekly after-school clubs, 
pupils will learn the basics of 
South Asian Dance or Music, 
based on Indian classical and 
folk traditions - an upbeat, fun 
and accessible way to enjoy 
music and movement.

After-School Clubs – 
Dance & Music

Give your talented 
instrumentalists the opportunity 
to play their South Asian 
instruments together and 
develop their performance skills

South Asian Music 
Ensembles

Pupils will build on their singing 
skills and knowledge of the key 
building blocks of South Asian 
music, as well as learning to sing 
as a group 

South Asian Singing 
Group / Nasheed Choir



Please get in touch!
mary@ssco.org.uk



NEXT STEPS!

• Arts Week 2027!

• Test things in your schools

• Volunteers needed for working 
groups

• Action Planning Meeting Summer 
2026 

• Ensure this is a sustainable 
biannual event



SAVE THE DATE 

COVENTRY ARTS WEEK 
June 20th – 28th 2027
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