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Welcome to the Cumbria schools’ health and safety briefing note which will be produced 

termly to keep you updated with the latest news and facts.   
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DVSA visits  

The DVSA have been instructed by central government to resume on-site vehicle checks. 

This will be scaled back to only include licence and registration checks, and all physical 

checks of vehicles will be conducted at the bus/coach companies’ premises. They will be 

coming on to school grounds unannounced (for confidentiality and security purposes) but do 

not need to enter the building. You might wish them to sign in, but as this is primarily a fire 

precaution and they will only be operating outside, it is not essential. They will only be 

checking morning routes on arrival so that any issues can be resolved before the afternoon 

runs.   

Asbestos surveys 

Asbestos surveys of school premises will be continuing through September, and those 

schools who have not yet been surveyed can expect to be contacted by consultants 

Inspectas Compliance Ltd. to arrange appointments.  Due to the critical nature of this work 

these visits have been classified as ‘essential’ and should therefore be permitted.  
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We can confirm that the contractor’s risk assessments include measures to limit the spread 

of COVID-19 and will comply with any additional measures the school has in place. 

If you have any further questions please contact:  

Stephen.leaper@cumbria.gov.uk 

healthandsafety@cumbria.gov.uk 

Accident and incident reporting 

Just a reminder that it is important for maintained schools to report accidents and incidents 

(including violent incidents) to the Corporate Health and Safety Team on the 

Accident/incident report form which can be found on the Schools’ Portal using the following 

link:  Accident/Incident Report form .  Additional guidance on accident and incident 

reporting can be found in the guidance note ‘SIGN 03 – Reporting, recording and 

investigation of adverse events’, also available on the Schools’ Portal at SIGN 03 

The nature and frequency of accidents and incidents in schools is analysed by the LA, so 

that assistance can be given to schools in prevention of these type of occurrences. 

New COVID risk assessments for the start of the Autumn term 

New ‘refreshed’ COVID risk assessments for schools are now available on the Schools’ 

Portal ready for the start of the Autumn Term.  They can be found using the following links: 

Model COVID-19 Operations Risk Assessment August 2021 
Model COVID-19 Premises Risk Assessment August 2021 

 
Also, if schools have any staff working from home, there is a Homeworking checklist 

available on the Portal at: Homeworkers checklist school staff 

Contingency framework 

The government has made it a national priority that education and childcare settings should 

continue to operate as normally as possible during the COVID-19 pandemic. Measures 

affecting education and childcare may be necessary in some circumstances, for example: 

• to help manage a COVID-19 outbreak within a setting,  

• if there is extremely high prevalence of COVID-19 in the community and other 
measures have failed to reduce transmission,  

• as part of a package of measures responding to a Variant of Concern (VoC). 
 
All education and childcare settings should have outbreak management plans (sometimes 
called contingency plans) outlining how they would operate if any of the measures described 
in this document were recommended for their setting or area. This includes how they would 
ensure that every child, pupil or student receives the quantity and quality of education and 
care to which they are normally entitled.  A model contingency framework document can be 
found in the Health and Safety Section on the Schools’ Portal under either Crisis 
Management and Emergencies in Schools, or Infection Control and Public Health in 
Schools, at:  COVID-19 contingency framework 

mailto:Stephen.leaper@cumbria.gov.uk
mailto:healthandsafety@cumbria.gov.uk
https://schools.cumbria.gov.uk/Reference%20Library/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FReference%20Library%2FHealth%20and%20Safety%2FAccident%20Reporting%20and%20Investigation&FolderCTID=0x01200048726C2A165D504480BCAF32B116BC9E&View=%7B9FFF4988%2D18AD%2D4845%2D9E0A%2DC419CCBA536A%7D
https://schools.cumbria.gov.uk/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/Reference%20Library/Health%20and%20Safety/Safety%20Information%20Guidance%20Notes%20(SIGNS)/SIGN%2003%20Reporting%20recording%20and%20investigation%20of%20adverse%20events.pdf&action=default
https://schools.cumbria.gov.uk/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/Reference%20Library/Health%20and%20Safety/Risk%20Assessments/Model%20COVID-19%20Risk%20Assessments/Schools%20IPC%20Model%20Operations%20Risk%20Assessment%20FINAL%20Aug%2021.docx&action=default
https://schools.cumbria.gov.uk/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/Reference%20Library/Health%20and%20Safety/Risk%20Assessments/Model%20COVID-19%20Risk%20Assessments/Schools%20IPC%20Model%20Premises%20Risk%20Assessment%20FINAL%20Aug%2021.docx&action=default
https://schools.cumbria.gov.uk/Reference%20Library/Health%20and%20Safety/ICT%20and%20Display%20Screen%20Equipment/Homeworkers%20checklist%20school%20staff.pdf?Web=1
https://schools.cumbria.gov.uk/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/Reference%20Library/Health%20and%20Safety/Crisis%20Management%20and%20Emergencies%20in%20Schools/COVID-19%20Contingency%20Framework.docx&action=default
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New information about Lateral Flow Tests  

The DfE have announced that from Monday 2 August the types of LFD self-test kits for at-
home testing may be different.  NHS Test and Trace are introducing a new type of test, 
Acon-Flowflex, which requires nasal-only swabs. A throat swab is not needed, and the test 
returns a result in 20 minutes.  

Schools and colleges will continue to receive Orient Gene test kits (throat and nose swabs) 
for use onsite in the summer holidays. Instructions on how to use these kits can be found on 
the document sharing platform. 

Schools should continue to use any self-test kits they have in stock and only place an order 
for additional test kits through the online reordering solution when stocks are running low. 
This includes using any remaining Innova test kits including those supplied in packs of 3. 

Schools reordering self-test kits during the summer holidays might receive the new Acon-
Flowflex test kits for the autumn term. Nurseries and any other secondary or further 
education settings which remain open over the summer may start to receive these new types 
of test kits during August. Updated guidance on how to use these test kits will be uploaded 
on the document sharing platform by Monday 2 August. 

Inspections 

School governors can use checklists for their premises inspections, which are available on 
the Schools’ Portal at:  Inspection and monitoring (health and safety) 

Fire safety 

During the COVID pandemic it is likely that there will be large amounts of alcohol-based 

hand sanitiser used and stored in schools. This product is highly flammable and presents an 

inherent fire risk both in use and when stored. 

The alcohol in the sanitiser, if ignited, can cause a fire to spread quickly to combustible 

material close by. 

An incident of this type happened recently in one of our schools, but in this instance a quick-

thinking member of staff dealt with the burning material and averted a serious incident 

occurring.   

Use 

All hand sanitiser stations should be kept clear of potential sources of heat and ignition. 

(ignition sources include electrical equipment). Any spillages must be cleaned up 

immediately and the items used to clear the spillage disposed of carefully (they will be highly 

flammable until the alcohol has evaporated). 

Storage 

Alcohol-based hand sanitiser should be stored away from sources of heat and ignition, 

ideally in a metal cabinet. A sign should be provided on the cabinet warning of the presence 

of flammable liquids.   

It is also recommended that the location of the cabinet is recorded on a plan of the school to 

make firefighters aware of this hazard, should they attend an incident at the school. 

https://smex-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2fdrive%2ffolders%2f1jYv0MjFyIIbzgPn%5f1S10OuRgfrj%5fb5%5fP&umid=5d3f5256-d989-4168-9b4c-55efc90585a7&auth=438558d5329f5814a0a31cfd8e89073841978136-0c56267020b5a170594bbf876eb7049116a39c50
https://schools.cumbria.gov.uk/Reference%20Library/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FReference%20Library%2FHealth%20and%20Safety%2FInspection%20and%20Monitoring%20%28Health%20and%20Safety%29&FolderCTID=0x01200048726C2A165D504480BCAF32B116BC9E&View=%7B9FFF4988%2D18AD%2D4845%2D9E0A%2DC419CCBA536A%7D
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Schools are reminded that it is important that their fire risk assessments are kept up-to-date, 

and that their fire precautions remain current and adequate (they should be reviewed in 

detail when significant alterations are made to a school’s premises). 

Health and Safety Policy updated 

The Model Health and Safety Policy for maintained primary and secondary schools has been 
revised and updated, and all parts of the policy are now available in the Health and Safety 
Policies folder of the Schools' Portal. 

There is an introduction letter explaining the new format, as well as Parts 1 and 2 of the 
Policy which can be adapted for use in your school. 

SIGNS and risk assessments 

Safety Information Guidance Notes (SIGNS) which replaced the old Safety Advice Notes are 
being updated and are now on the Schools’ Portal at: Safety Information Guidance Notes 
 
Generic school risk assessments are also being updated and will be made available on the 
Schools’ Portal as they are completed. 

 

https://schools.cumbria.gov.uk/Reference%20Library/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FReference%20Library%2FHealth%20and%20Safety%2FSafety%20Information%20Guidance%20Notes%20%28SIGNS%29&FolderCTID=0x01200048726C2A165D504480BCAF32B116BC9E&View=%7B9FFF4988%2D18AD%2D4845%2D9E0A%2DC419CCBA536A%7D

