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Cabinet Member for Schools & Learning  Cumbria County Council Cumbria House 110 - 117 Botchergate 
Carlisle  Cumbria  CA1 1RD 
T:01228 227393  E: CllrSue.Sanderson@cumbria.gov.uk

Dear all
As Cabinet Member for Schools and Learning I am writing to express our grateful thanks to everyone working in early years provision.  Having been a primary Headteacher I have some understanding but I can only imagine the pressure that you continue to be under and have been since March, particularly working with such young children and being so aware of the pressures the families must be feeling over such a long time.  I particularly want to thank you all on behalf of the County Council for ensuring parents and children are supported and the settings have been kept open as far as possible.  Equally we are aware that some of these issues you continue to face and would wish to support you as much as we can. 

I want to reassure you that at every opportunity, locally, regionally and nationally in which I am involved I raise these issues. I have also been keeping in touch with professional associations and with other councillors with this responsibility in other authorities to express our concerns about the need for support for early years leaders and staff.

We will do what we can to resolve issues we can change and try to influence issues where we do not have direct control. Work on wellbeing and resilience has been happening and will continue in 2021. Dan Barton as Assistant Director has regular conversations with the Department for Education and I go to national and regional meetings.  All of this feeds back into the system.

I look forward to working with you all in 2021.

Yours sincerely
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Councillor Sue Sanderson

Cabinet Member for Schools and Learning
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