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Welcome to Keeping Connected

Today sees the launch of the latest episode of the CPCScotland podcast, this time focussing on domestic abuse and its impact on children – featuring voices from practice, academia and personal experience. Thank you to everyone who helped produce this podcast series, especially Mairi Damer from Word Up! Communications who has been a huge support to CPCScotland over many years. 

In addition, the Learning Review Knowledge Hub host another session on Wed 2nd April. Caren McLean will present learning from a recent review in South Lanarkshire. Access is via the Knowledge Hub or by emailing cpcscotland-liaison@strath.ac.uk for the link. 

And finally, last week saw the publication of the latest round of Social Work statistics from the Scottish Government. Dr Alex McTier from CELCIS has published a blog on their website, analysing the data. This is essential reading for all of us involved in child protection. 

Best wishes, 

Tam Baillie
CPCScotland Chair

Announcements

1. CPCScotland podcast series – episode two now live

The second CPCScotland podcast is now live. This episode features John Devaney (The University of Edinburgh), Marsha Scott (Scottish Women’s Aid) and Emily, a survivor of domestic abuse. The discussion focusses on how Scotland’s child protection system attempts to address domestic abuse and its impact on children. 

These podcasts will be of interest to all professionals as well as members of the public who wish to gain a deeper understanding of key topics in child protection. 
CPC Scotland podcast episode 2 – domestic abuse


Guidance, Resources, and Information

2. Social Work Statistics

The Scottish Government has published child protection statistics for 2023-24, as part of the part of the Children’s Social Work Statistics publication series, detailing a 3% increase of children on the child protection register from 2023 and that around half of the children on the 2023-24 register lived in one of the 20% most deprived areas in Scotland.
Child Protection Statistics: 2023-24 - gov.scot

Dr Alex McTier has published a blog examining the messages from the latest round of statistics. 
New indicators and new insights. What do the latest child protection statistics tell us?

3. Public Health Scotland – gambling and gaming harms

Public Health Scotland have published a briefing on gambling and gaming harms for children, with particular attention to online harms. This accessible briefing is aimed at practitioners and will be of interest to anyone working with children and families. 
Briefing: Gambling and gaming harms on children and young people


Training, Learning Events and Resources

4. Learning Review Knowledge Hub – learning session 

The next learning session covering findings of local Learning Reviews will take place on Wed 2nd April from 11am – 12.30pm. 

In June 2023, social work services in South Lanarkshire received a referral from a member of the community, raising concerns about an eight-year-old child and a seventeen-year-old young person. Both had complex additional support needs. A social work home visit was undertaken, and it was found that they were both living with their parents in a state of significant neglect. Neither of the children were enrolled in any education provision.

A Learning Review was undertaken. Valuable learning points have been identified, including a recommendation to share the findings with other CPCs in Scotland.

Members of the Knowledge Hub page can access the session directly from the Event Page. If you are not a member of the Knowledge Hub and wish to attend, please contact cpcscotland-liaison@strath.ac.uk 

5. Pride In Practice gathering for social workers

The Pride in Practice annual gathering will take place on 19th and 20th May 2025 at University of Dundee. This free two-day gathering provides an opportunity to celebrate front line social work practice in Children and Families Local Authority settings across Scotland. It allows practitioners to hear from each other about a more engaged and relationship-based way of working with children and their families. The event will be of interest to social work practitioners, managers, learning and development officers and policy makers. 
Reserve your place at Eventbrite.

6. Healthcare Conferences UK – Tackling Child Sexual Abuse

This conference will take place on Thurs 15th May and look at preparing for the new mandatory reporting duty in England. 
Tackling Child Sexual Abuse

7. Homicide Timeline – free webinar

A free webinar on the homicide timeline will take place on 13th May from 10am – 12pm. The Homicide Timeline is a framework for understanding risk escalation patterns in intimate partner relationships where Coercive Control and Stalking are present. The Timeline represents a typical journey identified in research which explains how and why risk may be escalating. 

The webinar training is designed for professionals who respond to disclosures of domestic abuse or stalking, and those who manage offenders. It explains what Coercive Control and Stalking are, and what the patterns might look like. The training focuses on the perpetrator’s thinking and motivations. 
This taster session is designed to give a brief introduction and overview to the Homicide Timeline.
 
The training is presented by Professor Jane Monckton Smith and her team and includes Jane explaining the research background to the Homicide Timeline, providing her expertise on Coercive Control and Stalking as well as presentation slides and films from families bereaved through Intimate Partner Homicide.
No booking required – join the session via this link


8. Keeping Trauma in Mind

The ‘Keeping Trauma in Mind’ programme of 5 twilight sessions will provide educators from all sectors with an opportunity to understand the impact of trauma and develop trauma responsive strategies to support children and young people affected by psychological trauma.
Delegates will gain most benefit from attending all 5 sessions and will have access to presentations and opportunities to network with educators from across Scotland.

The sessions will be led by Education Scotland. 
Keeping Trauma in Mind - 13 May 2025 | Events | Education Scotland

9. GIRFEC – Education Scotland session

This session will provide an overview of the new Getting it right for every child (GIRFEC) e-learning at Informed and Skilled levels for practitioners working with children and young people.
This session is aimed at all practitioners supporting the wellbeing of children and young people.
Getting it right for every child e-learning introduction - 29 Apr 2025 | Events | Education Scotland

10. Think Tank event – CSEA prevention

Professionals with an interest in CSAE prevention are invited to a Think Tank in person event at Edinburgh College of Arts (ECA) on Thursday 17 April 2025 hosted by Amy Hardie the Director of the Feature Documentary Love & Trouble and Doug Marshall the Pathways to Impact Manger from Childlight Global Child Safety Institute. The Think Tank will take place between 10.30am and 3.30pm including a light lunch and refreshments.
 
Love & Trouble is the product of six years of research and filming. It follows two Scottish young people, Kenny and Kerry who come to their wedding with high ideals and hidden pasts. The film looks at child sexual abuse and child military service. The Think Tank includes an exclusive viewing of the film and then the important task of reviewing as a group how the film can be used for maximum preventative impact for Child Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (CSEA). 

To reserve a place, please contact douglas.marshall@ed.ac.uk  by 4th April. 

11. Domestic Homicide and Suicide Review Model

The work to develop Scotland’s national domestic homicide and suicide review model is continuing to progress and is now at the stage of developing statutory guidance which will support the operation of the legislation for how reviews will be undertaken. The Scottish Government is keen to hear from stakeholders and will be holding an event on Monday 19 May at the Victoria Quay office in Leith, Edinburgh from 10:00 to 16:00 to provide an update on the work to develop the model and to ensure stakeholders have an opportunity to feed into the development of the statutory guidance. Tickets are free but are limited so please only book if you plan to attend. 
Scotland’s Domestic Homicide and Suicide Review Model Tickets, Mon 19 May 2025 at 10:00 | Eventbrite


Research and Evidence Based Reports

12. Youth Select Committee – Social Media and Violence

The Youth Select Committee has published a report investigating the links between social media and youth violence. The report recommends that social media companies should do more to protect young people from violent and harmful content.
Youth Select Committee publishes report investigating links between social media and youth violence - UK Parliament

13. Data and Evidence – impact of COVID 19 on children

Alex McTier, Evidence and Evaluation Specialist at CELCIS appeared twice on BBC Radio Scotland to discuss recent research about the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic had on children, young people and families.
Both appearances can be listened to on BBC Scounds:
The Sunday Show - 23/03/2025 - BBC Sounds (from 1:09)
Radio Scotland - Listen Live - BBC Sounds (from 9:48)

Read the research here:
The Utility of Administrative Data in Understanding the COVID-19 Pandemic’s Impact on Child Maltreatment: Learning From the Scotland Experience - Alexander McTier, Joanna Soraghan, 2024

14. Child Poverty – the distance left to travel

There are a range of reports in the media this week on the Scottish Government’s child poverty statistics in the context of the target to eradicate this by 2030. 

Newly published statistics reveal that in Scotland, poverty levels have remained broadly stable from 2021-2024 and that the headline benchmark child poverty figure has fallen by 4% to 22%, with the Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) highlighting the impact of investing in family support and child poverty reduction - despite this, the Scottish Government has failed to meet its intended child poverty targets and the UK Government's Households Below Average Income analysis reveals record high levels of children living in poverty across the UK.

One detailed report which looks at the distance left to travel towards this aim is published by the Institute for Public Policy Research. 
Achieving_2030_child_poverty_target_March25.pdf

News and Opinion 

· The National Crime Agency (NCA) has warned that British teenage boys are increasingly targeted by Nigerian sextortion gangs, with over 110 reports a month of child exploitation and blackmail attempts in the UK, prompting a campaign by the National Crime Agency to raise awareness and protect children and young people from online harm.
More than 110 child sextortion attempts reported each month to UK police forces | Social media | The Guardian
· BBC News Online reported that NHS Tayside has paused ADHD and autism referrals to its Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) because of increased demand for assessments leading to an extensive waiting list.
NHS Tayside halts new CAMHS autism and ADHD referrals - BBC News
· The NSPCC has published a news story on spotting the signs of emotional abuse in children. Findings from a survey of over 4,000 adults across the UK show that adults struggle to identify emotional abuse and many believe that emotional abuse in childhood can have a lasting psychological effect well into adulthood.
Most UK adults believe emotional abuse in childhood can have a lasting psychological effect but one in six cannot spot the signs  
· Ofcom has published a news story about the latest measures to address online harms and how it is enforcing the Online Safety Act. Providers of services in scope of the Act had until 16 March to carry out an illegal harms risk assessment. From 17 March, the next set of illegal harms duties has come into force; platforms must now start implementing appropriate measures to remove illegal material quickly when they become aware of it, and to reduce the risk of ‘priority’ criminal content from appearing in the first place. Ofcom will be assessing platforms’ compliance with the new illegal harms obligations under the Act and launching targeted enforcement action where there are concerns. The news story also provides details of Ofcom’s enforcement programme to tackle child sexual abuse imagery on file sharing services.
Enforcing the Online Safety Act: platforms must start tackling illegal material from today
· The Herald has reported that the Notre Dame Children’s Centre in Glasgow, which provides therapy and support to children and families, has warned that it could face closure within 90 days due to withdrawn funding from Glasgow City Council and NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde.
Notre Dame Children's Centre in Glasgow faces closure after funds cut | The Herald
· The Welsh Government's intention to end the profiteering in Children’s social care has now become law, with the Royal Assent of the Health and Social Care (Wales) Act 2025 - placements in for-profit fostering, secure accommodation or children’s home services are to be banned by 2030.
'UK first' Health and Social Care (Wales) Bill to receive Royal Assent
· Public Health Scotland has published its Corporate Parenting Vision and Plan. This document details their vision to work towards a Scotland where everybody thrives. 
Corporate Parenting Vision and Plan published - News - Public Health Scotland
· The Minister for Children, Young People and The Promise, Natalie Don-Innes, gave a Ministerial Statement to the Scottish Parliament regarding the current strains on Scotland’s secure care capacity as she announced actions to address the needs for Scotland's specialised residential estate.
Secure Care Capacity: Children and Young People's Minister's statement - 26 March 2025 - gov.scot
· STV News reported on concerns that have been raised over the quality of care at Duneaton children's home in Biggar, South Lanarkshire, with the Care Inspectorate issuing an improvement notice requiring urgent significant changes to be made by the service provider, Common Thread Ltd, to ensure the safety and wellbeing of its young people.
'Serious and significant' concerns raised over care at Biggar children's home   | STV News
· The design of age-appropriate, child-focused templates for social workers in Salford, has “revolutionised” life story work by starting the process earlier in children's journeys to better support their emotional development and improve practice efficiency.
'She has revolutionised the way we approach life story work' - Community Care


You can let us know what you think about the bulletin, provide information for inclusion in future editions or request removal from the mailing list. 
Contact us at cpcscotland-liaison@strath.ac.uk

Please note that the information included in this bulletin is provided in good faith. Inclusion does not indicate CPCScotland endorsement of the content 
of the linked documents or websites.
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