February 27, 2020

Registration and Title Bulletin # 005-20
Policy and Procedure
TO:

All County Tax Assessor-Collectors

SUBJECT:

Titling Procedures and Waiving of Fees for Out of Business Dealer
Applications

PURPOSE
To provide guidance on the titling procedures and waiving of fees when an out of business dealer
fails to apply for title on the purchaser’s behalf.
DETAILS
House Bill (HB) 3842, enacted by the 86th Legislature, authorizes the department to establish
titling requirements and waive fees paid to a dealer by the purchaser, when an out of business
dealer failed to apply for title on the purchaser’s behalf as required by Transportation Code,
§501.0234. HB 3842 also authorizes the department to waive the fee for one 30-Day Permit for
the purchaser.
A customer who purchases a vehicle from a dealer that has gone out of business may apply for
title and registration at their county tax assessor-collector’s office and apply for one 30-Day
Permit at no fee, if needed.
Prior to applying for title, the purchaser must obtain a letter from a Texas Department of Motor
Vehicles Regional Service Center on department letterhead stating the dealer has gone out of
business and what fees may be waived. Fees waived are determined by evidence provided by the
purchaser showing any fees that were paid to the dealer. The department will waive the
following fees:
• title application fee;
• delinquent transfer penalty;
• all registration and optional county fees under Transportation Code, Chapter 502;
• all inspection fees under Transportation Code, Chapter 548; and
• buyer tag fee.
The department will not waive motor vehicle sales and use tax paid by the purchaser to the out of
business dealer; however, the county tax assessor-collector may waive the fees per Tax Code,
§152.041, when proof of payment is submitted to the county with the title application.
In addition to the letter, the purchaser must provide a sales contract, retail installment agreement,
or buyer’s order in lieu of the vehicle’s evidence of ownership. If the vehicle is subject to
odometer disclosure and a properly completed odometer disclosure statement is not included
with the title application, the odometer brand must be recorded as Not Actual Mileage.
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Additionally, a release of lien is not required if the only lienholder on the vehicle record is the
dealer that went out of business. Otherwise, a release of lien will be required if a lien is recorded
on the vehicle record.
Programming changes to facilitate waiving fees in the Registration and Title System (RTS) were
implemented with RTS Release 9.5. A “Dealer Closure” checkbox is available on the TTL008
screen in the title event and during a 30-Day Permit transaction on the MRG005 screen.
Checking the “Dealer Closure” checkbox will waive all fees associated with a title application or
issuance of a 30-Day Permit. Any fees associated with the title application that were not paid to
the dealer must be collected through the RTS Additional Collections Event. Additional details
and processing instructions were provided in the RTS 9.5 Release Notes.
All title and 30-Day Permit related transactions will continue to display on existing RTS reports.
RTS will retain the amount of fees that are waived with the title application and/or the 30-Day
Permit issuance. Two new Cognos reports are available to reflect transactions associated with a
dealer that has gone out of business. One report reflects the title transactions and the amount of
fees waived. The other report reflects the 30-Day Permits and the amount of fees waived.
COUNTY ACTION
If a customer requests issuance of a 30-Day Permit for no fee or is filing a title application for a
vehicle they purchased from a dealer that has gone out of business, ensure the customer has a
letter issued by the department stating the dealership has gone out of business and the fees that
may be waived. In addition, ensure the customer provides a sales contract, retail installment
agreement, or buyer’s order in lieu of the vehicle’s evidence of ownership with the title
application.
Record the odometer brand as Not Actual Mileage if an odometer disclosure is not provided for a
vehicle subject to odometer disclosure, and do not require a release of lien if the lienholder is the
dealer that has gone out of business.
Ensure any fees not waived in the letter issued by the department that are associated with the title
application are collected through the RTS Additional Collections Event.
CONTACT
If you have any questions, please contact your local Texas Department of Motor Vehicles
Regional Service Center.
Sincerely,

Jeremiah Kuntz, Director
Vehicle Titles and Registration Division
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