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(5) Concealed handgun license issued by the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety under Government Code, Chapter 411, Subchap-
ter H. 

(c) Electronic access. The department may make motor vehi-
cle record information available under the terms of a written service 
agreement. 

(1) Agreement with business or individuals. The written 
service agreement with a business or individual must contain: 

(A) the specified purpose of the agreement; 

(B) an adjustable account, if applicable, in which an ini-
tial deposit and minimum balance is maintained in the amount of: 

(i) $200 for an on-line access account; or 

(ii) $1,000 for a prepaid account for batch purchase 
of motor vehicle record information; 

(C) termination and default provisions; 

(D) service hours for access to motor vehicle records 
for on-line access; 

(E) the contractor's signature; 

(F) a statement that the use of motor vehicle record in-
formation obtained by virtue of a service agreement is conditional upon 
its being used: 

(i) in accordance with 18 U.S.C. §2721 et seq.[, 
Transportation Code, §502.008,] and Transportation Code, Chapter 
730; and 

(ii) only for the purposes defined in the agreement; 
and 

(G) the statements required by subsection (a) of this 
section. 

(2) Agreements with governmental agencies. 

(A) The written service agreement with an agency must 
contain: 

(i) the specified purpose of the agreement; 

(ii) method of payment; 

(iii) notification regarding the charges; 

(iv) a statement that the use of motor vehicle record 
information obtained by virtue of a service agreement is conditional 
upon its being used in accordance with 18 U.S.C. §2721 et seq.[, Trans-
portation Code, §502.008,] and Transportation Code, Chapter 730, and 
only for the purposes defined in the agreement; 

(v) the statements required by subsection (a) of this 
section; 

(vi) the signature of an authorized official; and 

(vii) an attached statement citing the agency's au-
thority to obtain social security number information, if applicable. 

(B) Texas Law Enforcement Telecommunication Sys-
tem access is exempt from the payment of fees. 

(d) Ineligibility to receive personal information. The depart-
ment may prohibit a person, business, or agency from receiving per-
sonal information if the department finds a violation of a term or con-
dition of the agreement entered into in accordance with subsection (c) 
of this section. 

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority 
to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on April 8, 2016. 
TRD-201601641 
David D. Duncan 
General Counsel 
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
Earliest possible date of adoption: May 22, 2016 
For further information, please call: (512) 465-5665 

CHAPTER 217. VEHICLE TITLES AND 
REGISTRATION 
The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles (department) proposes 
amendments to §217.23, Initial Application for Vehicle Registra-
tion; §217.24, Vehicle Last Registered in Another Jurisdiction; 
§217.29, Vehicle Registration Renewal via Internet; §217.32,
Replacement of License Plates, Symbols, Tabs, and Other De-
vices; §217.52, Marketing of Specialty License Plates through a 
Private Vendor; §217.53, Removal of License Plates and Reg-
istration Insignia upon Sale of Motor Vehicle; and §217.72, Au-
tomated Equipment. The department also proposes new Sub-
chapter I, Fees; §217.181, Purpose and Scope; §217.182, Reg-
istration Transaction; §217.183, Fee Amount; §217.184, Exclu-
sions; and §217.185, Allocation of Processing and Handling Fee. 
In addition, the department proposes the repeal of §217.31, Li-
cense Plate Reissuance Program. 

EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS, NEW SUB-
CHAPTER AND REPEAL 

House Bill 2202, 83rd Legislature, Regular Session, 2013, 
added new §502.1911 to the Transportation Code, which autho-
rizes the department to establish a processing and handling fee 
to be collected to cover the expenses of collecting registration 
fees. House Bill 2202 further directs the Board of the Texas 
Department of Motor Vehicles (board) to "set the fee in an 
amount that..., is sufficient to cover the expenses associated 
with collecting registration fees[.]" The proposed rules set the 
allocation of the processing and handling fee to the department, 
county tax assessor-collectors, and deputies. The proposed 
rules also define the scope of a registration transaction and 
those transactions that are exempt from the processing and 
handling fee. 

The purpose of these proposed rules is to support the depart-
ment's mission to serve, protect, and advance the citizens and 
industries in this state with quality motor vehicle related ser-
vices. To accomplish this mission, in this and related packages, 
the department proposes rules that will ensure accountability 
and transparency in the provision of services, combat fraud, 
streamline and standardize processes across the state, set 
service standards to enhance consumer confidence, allow for 
more funding to go toward transportation, establish structures 
that allow for cost-savings in the future, and modernize services 
to bring them in line with the needs of today's and tomorrow's 
consumers. 

In concert with this proposal, but in a separate package, the 
department is also proposing rules to establish the classification 
types of deputies performing titling and registration duties, the 
duties and obligations of deputies, the type and amount of any 
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bonds that may be required by a county tax assessor-collector 
for deputies to perform titling and registration duties, and the 
fees that may be charged or retained by deputies. The proposed 
rules related to deputies reference the fee amounts that can 
be charged or retained by deputies; therefore, amendments to 
§217.161, and new sections §§217.162 - 217.168 are related
to the fee rules proposed pursuant to Transportation Code, 
§520.0071, especially §217.185, Allocation of Processing and
Handling Fee. 

In developing the proposed fee amounts, the department consid-
ered information gathered over the past two years from multiple 
meetings with stakeholders, including county tax assessor-col-
lectors, full and limited service deputies and their representa-
tives, representatives of motor vehicle dealers, and state govern-
ment leadership. Further, the department contracted with Texas 
A&M Transportation Institute (TTI) to conduct research regard-
ing costs associated with processing vehicle registration and ti-
tle transactions. The TTI report estimated costs for county tax 
assessor-collectors to process vehicle registration transactions 
using the average transaction times as: (1) walk-in vehicle regis-
tration transactions: $2.59; (2) online vehicle registration trans-
actions: $1.36; and, (3) mail-in vehicle registration transactions: 
$1.97. The estimated costs contained in the TTI report did not 
anticipate the efficiencies and changes in service proposed in 
this rule package or any future efficiencies implemented by the 
counties or the state. The costs calculated by the report included 
costs associated with collection of local-only fees (e.g., scofflaw, 
county road and bridge), which are not statewide registration is-
sues, and therefore not under the control of the department in 
these rules. The proposed compensation of $2.30 for a walk-in 
transaction, while slightly lower than the TTI conclusion, is higher 
than the current compensation of $1.90, and should be sufficient 
to cover the costs of performing the registration transactions 
when all other costs and efficiencies are considered, including 
the proposal for the state to perform all aspects of the fulfillment 
of online registration transactions. Additionally, the study con-
cluded that mail-in vehicle registration transaction cost is $1.97, 
whereas compensation in the proposed rule is set at $2.30. Al-
though county compensation for online transactions is reduced 
to $.25, the department is assuming all costs of fulfilling these 
online transactions at its expense, including payment of the $2 
Texas Online fee, thus virtually eliminating costs to the county for 
these transactions. The counties will continue to hold the regis-
tration revenue for these transactions and will benefit from the 
interest for the 34 days the funds are maintained in county ac-
counts. 

The TTI report, available on the department's website, is 
the most recent and comprehensive collection and analysis 
of data available to the department regarding costs asso-
ciated with processing registration and title transactions. 
The TTI report is available on the department's website at 
http://www.txdmv.gov/reports-and-data/doc_download/5121-es-
timating-the-cost-to-process-vehicle-registration-and-title-trans-
actions-in-texas-counties and is hereby incorporated by refer-
ence into this preamble. 

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS 

Amendments proposed to §217.23, Initial Application for Vehicle 
Registration, add a reference to the processing and handling fee 
to be established by proposed new §217.183, Fee Amount. In 
addition, language is added to address vehicle registration in 
situations where a county tax assessor-collector office is closed 

for more than a week, which aligns this rule with §217.4, Initial 
Application for Title. 

Amendments proposed to §217.24, Vehicle Last Registered 
in Another Jurisdiction, add a reference to the processing and 
handling fee to be established by proposed new §217.183, Fee 
Amount. 

Amendments proposed to §217.29, Vehicle Registration Re-
newal via Internet, remove language on fees and remove 
fulfillment responsibilities related to renewal registrations from 
the county tax assessor-collectors and transfers these obliga-
tions to the department. Based on recent actions by the Texas 
Department of Information Resources regarding Automated 
Clearing House (ACH) fees, the department plans to research 
possible implementation strategies for and fiscal impacts of 
acceptance of ACH transactions. 

The department proposes the repeal of §217.31, License Plate 
Reissuance Program, because the section is unnecessary due 
to amendments to §217.32, Replacement of License Plates, 
Symbols, Tabs, and Other Devices. 

Amendments are proposed to §217.32, to add language permit-
ting replacement of a license plate if the license plate needs to 
be replaced for cosmetic or readability reasons. 

Amendments are proposed to §217.52, Marketing of Specialty 
License Plates through a Private Vendor, to eliminate no-charge 
replacement of specialty plates if the plate is at least seven years 
old. The proposed amendments to this section permit optional 
replacement of plates at any time upon payment of the required 
fee. The proposed amendments also renumber subsections due 
to the elimination of a subsection. 

Amendments are proposed to §217.53, Removal of License 
Plates and Registration Insignia upon Sale of Motor Vehicle, to 
correct a statutory citation and to delete a reference to §217.31, 
which is proposed for repeal. 

Amendments proposed to §217.72, Automated Equipment, re-
duce the automated registration and titling system fee required 
by Transportation Code, §502.356 from $1 to $.50, and reiter-
ates that the fee will be deposited into a subaccount of the Texas 
Department of Motor Vehicles fund. 

Proposed new §217.181, Purpose and Scope, states the inten-
tion to prescribe the processing and handling fee authorized by 
Transportation Code, §502.1911. 

Proposed new §217.182, Registration Transaction, defines reg-
istration transaction for purposes of the subchapter. Registra-
tion transaction includes all registration and registration renewal 
transactions under Transportation Code, Chapter 502, and other 
listed transactions. 

Proposed new §217.183, Fee Amount, sets the amount of the 
processing and handling fee at $5 and requires that the process-
ing and handling fee be collected with each registration transac-
tion processed by the department, a tax assessor-collector, or a 
deputy appointed by a tax assessor-collector. This section also 
clarifies that if a transaction includes both registration and is-
suance of a license plate or specialty plate, the processing and 
handling fee shall be collected on the registration transaction 
only. The proposed fee amount may change depending upon 
comments received after publication of these proposed rules. 

Proposed new §217.184, Exclusions, lists the transactions that 
are exempt from the processing and handling fee. 
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Proposed new §217.185, Allocation of Processing and Handling 
Fee, outlines the allocation of the processing and handling fee 
for all types of registration transactions. For walk-in transac-
tions processed in person at the office of a county tax asses-
sor-collector and mail-in transactions, the county retains $2.30 
of the $5 processing and handling fee, and remits the remain-
der to the department. For registration transactions processed 
through the department's online portal, which are discounted by 
$1.25, counties retain $.25 per transaction, and $3.50 is remit-
ted to the department. The department pays the $2 per credit 
card transaction fee to Texas Online, which is currently paid by 
the customer. Further, the proposed rule reduces the total online 
registration fee to an amount that is lower than the current fee 
for such a transaction by passing along the savings to the cus-
tomer. For registration transactions processed by a deputy, the 
deputy retains $1 in addition to any convenience fees allowed 
by proposed §217.168 (in a separate rule package), and $1.30 
is retained by the county. The portion of the processing and han-
dling fee retained by the department, as set out in the proposed 
rule, is necessary to fill agency funding shortfalls not provided 
for by other department revenue collections allowed by statute. 
The new section also clarifies that the entity receiving the ap-
plication and processing a temporary permit transaction under 
Transportation Code, §502.094 or §502.095, retains the entire 
processing and handling fee. The proposed fee allocation may 
change depending upon comments received after publication of 
these proposed rules. 

FISCAL NOTE 

Linda M. Flores, Chief Financial Officer, has determined that for 
each of the first five years the amendments, new subchapter, 
and repeal as proposed are in effect, there will be fiscal impli-
cations for state and local governments. The fiscal implications 
are affected by a shift in some of the services provided for on-
line registration renewals from counties to the department, and a 
shift in the distribution of fees received with vehicle registration 
renewals. The fiscal implications assume that for the first five 
years the rule is in effect, 20% more vehicle registrations will 
be renewed using online resources rather than another transac-
tion method. In addition, it is assumed that total vehicle regis-
trations will increase by 1.5% year to year. County tax asses-
sor-collectors will see a reduction of in-person transactions, and 
a reduction in processing online renewal registrations. Those re-
ductions will allow counties to reduce overall costs of operation. 
In addition, both counties and the state will see a savings as a 
result of discontinuing the mandatory seven-year plate replace-
ment cycle. County tax assessor-collectors will see a reduction 
in processing and postage costs associated with the mandatory 
replacement of license plates. For state government, savings 
will result from a reduction in production costs associated with 
manufacturing license plates. 

No reductions in costs to state government are expected as a re-
sult of enforcing or administering the proposed rules. For state 
government, the predicted effect of the proposed rules in the first 
year will be an increase in costs of approximately $6,447,899. In 
the second year, the predicted effect of the new rules will be an 
increase in costs to the state of approximately $12,351,478. In 
the third year, the predicted effect of the new rules will be an 
increase in costs to the state of approximately $15,108,514. In 
the fourth year, the predicted effect of the new rules will be an in-
crease in costs to the state of approximately $19,262,930. In the 
fifth year, the predicted effect of the new rules will be an increase 
in costs to the state of approximately $23,537,837. Over the first 

five years the rules are in effect, the total increase in costs to the 
state will be approximately $76,708,658. 

No additional costs to local (county) government are expected 
as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed rules. For 
local governments, specifically county tax assessor-collector of-
fices, the predicted effect of the proposed rules in the first year 
will be a decrease in costs of approximately $4,980,533. This 
decrease in costs is an aggregate number for all 254 county tax 
assessor-collectors in Texas. In the second year, the predicted 
effect of the new rules will be a decrease in costs to the counties 
of approximately $9,156,210. In the third year, the predicted ef-
fect of the new rules will be a decrease in costs to the counties 
of approximately $10,901,976. In the fourth year, the predicted 
effect of the new rules will be a decrease in costs to the counties 
of approximately $13,509,423. In the fifth year, the predicted ef-
fect of the new rules will be a decrease in costs to the counties of 
approximately $16,166,976. Over the first five years the rule is 
in effect, the total reduction in costs to counties is approximately 
$54,715,117. 

For local governments, specifically counties, the predicted ef-
fect of the new rules in the first year will be a decrease in rev-
enues to counties of approximately $4,966,000. This decrease 
in revenues is an aggregate number for all 254 county tax as-
sessor-collectors in Texas compared to anticipated current year 
revenues. In the second year, the predicted effect of the new 
rules will be a decrease in revenues to the counties of approxi-
mately $10,656,000. In the third year, the predicted effect of the 
new rules will be a decrease in revenues to the counties of ap-
proximately $13,957,000. In the fourth year, the predicted effect 
of the new rules will be a decrease in revenues to the counties of 
approximately $18,949,000. In the fifth year, the predicted effect 
of the new rules will be a decrease in revenues to the counties 
of approximately $23,822,000. Over the first five years the rule 
is in effect, the total decrease in revenue to counties will be ap-
proximately $72,349,000. 

The predicted effect of the new rules in the first year will be 
an increase in revenues to the department of approximately 
$2,455,000. In the second year, the predicted effect of the 
new rules will be an increase in revenues to the department 
of approximately $19,469,000. In the third year, the predicted 
effect of the new rules will be an increase in revenues to the de-
partment of approximately $20,312,000. In the fourth year, the 
predicted effect of the new rules will be an increase in revenues 
to the department of approximately $21,592,000. In the fifth 
year, the predicted effect of the new rules will be an increase 
in revenues to the department of approximately $22,906,000. 
Over the first five years the rule is in effect, the total increase in 
revenue to the department will be approximately $86,734,000. 

Additionally, the implementation of these rules will result in ap-
proximately $224,772,638 in a five year period flowing to State 
Highway Fund (Fund 0006) to support critical transportation 
needs for the state. 

Jeremiah Kuntz, Director of the Vehicle Titles and Registration 
Division, has determined that there will be no anticipated sig-
nificant impact on local economies or overall employment as a 
result of enforcing or administering the amendments, new sub-
chapter, and repeal. 

PUBLIC BENEFIT AND COST 

Mr. Kuntz has also determined that for each year of the first 
five years the proposed amendments, new subchapter, and re-
peal are in effect, the public benefit anticipated as a result of 
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enforcing or administering the proposed rules will be to provide 
faster, more convenient and cost-effective services to motorists, 
and an increase in funding for critical transportation needs. The 
public will benefit from a decrease in the dependency on in-per-
son registration transactions during an entity's business hours by 
incentivizing online transactions and reducing the cost of deliv-
ering online services. Individuals who renew their registrations 
online will benefit from a discount to the total registration fee, 
and from the convenience of being able to renew without having 
to visit an office in person. Implementation of the rules will also 
standardize the costs for delivering registration services to the 
public regardless of where or in what manner the transaction is 
processed. Transparency of funding sources and amounts for 
the department will be an additional benefit to the public as the 
agency moves to a self-funded model through these rules. The 
public will also benefit by not having to replace a license plate on 
a registered vehicle that is in good condition for as long as the 
owner desires. To the extent there are minor overall increases in 
cost to the public as a result of the implementation of the process-
ing and handling fee, this cost is required by statute, which states 
that the fee must be set in an amount sufficient to cover the costs 
of the department, county tax assessor-collectors, deputies, and 
other specified elements of providing the registration services. 
Moreover, if the processing and handling fee is not adopted, the 
department would suffer a shortfall in revenue to support agency 
operations and the level of service provided by the department 
to the public would be reduced. 

SMALL AND MICRO-BUSINESS IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

Pursuant to Government Code, Chapter 2006, the department 
does not anticipate any adverse economic effect on small busi-
nesses or micro-businesses due to the adoption of the amend-
ments, new subchapter, and repeal, since these proposed rules 
merely set processing and handling fees and distributions of fee 
amounts between the state and county governments. Counties 
have discretion to outsource vehicle transactions by deputizing 
entities to perform work on their behalf, and any such deputies 
are compensated under these rules out of the county's portion of 
the fees. Counties also have discretion to provide compensation 
in amounts above those contemplated in the rules. 

TAKINGS IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

The department has determined that this proposal affects no pri-
vate real property interests and that this proposal does not re-
strict or limit an owner's right to property that would otherwise 
exist in the absence of government action, and so does not con-
stitute a taking or require a takings impact assessment under 
Government Code, §2007.043. 

SUBMITTAL OF COMMENTS 

Written comments on the proposed amendments, new sub-
chapter, and repeal may be submitted to David D. Duncan, 
General Counsel, Texas Department of Motor Vehicles, 4000 
Jackson Avenue, Building 1, Austin, Texas 78731 or by email 
to rules@txdmv.gov. The deadline for receipt of comments is 
5:00 p.m. on May 23, 2016. If any commenter submits written 
comments disagreeing with the department's position regarding 
economic impact, the department strongly recommends includ-
ing documentation to support any stated negative financial, 
revenue, or cost implications. Such documentation will aid in 
the board's decision-making process and could include detailed 
financial statements, business plans, budgets, or other items 
necessary to demonstrate the stated impact. If a commenter 
considers any such information confidential, the information 

should be clearly marked "CONFIDENTIAL." If the department 
receives a request for this information, the department will com-
ply with the requirements of the Public Information Act, Chapter 
552 of the Texas Government Code, and request a ruling from 
the Office of the Attorney General for any information marked 
"CONFIDENTIAL." 

SUBCHAPTER B. MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATION 
43 TAC §§217.23, 217.24, 217.29, 217.32, 217.52, 217.53 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY 

The amendments are proposed under Transportation Code, 
§1002.001, which provides the board with the authority to adopt
rules necessary and appropriate to implement the powers and 
the duties of the department under the Transportation Code; 
Transportation Code, §501.0041, which provides the depart-
ment may adopt rules to administer Chapter 501, Certificate of 
Title Act; Transportation Code, §502.0021, which provides the 
department may adopt rules to administer Transportation Code, 
Chapter 502, Registration of Vehicles; and more specifically, 
Transportation Code, §520.0071, which provides the board by 
rule shall prescribe the fees that may be charged or retained by 
deputies; Transportation Code, §502.1911, which authorizes the 
department to collect a fee to cover the expenses of collecting 
registration fees and that is in an amount sufficient to cover 
the expenses of collecting registration fees by the department, 
a county tax assessor-collector, a private entity with which 
a county tax assessor-collector contracts under Transporta-
tion Code, §502.197, or a deputy assessor-collector that is 
deputized in accordance with board rule under Transportation 
Code, §520.0071; and Transportation Code, §504.0011, which 
provides the department may adopt rules to implement and 
administer Chapter 504, License Plates. 

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE 

Finance Code, §348.005 and §353.006; and Transportation 
Code, §§502.060, 502.191, 502.1911, 502.197, 504.002, 
504.007, and 520.007. 

§217.23. Initial Application for Vehicle Registration.

(a) An applicant for initial vehicle registration must file an ap-
plication on a form prescribed by the department. The form will at a 
minimum require: 

(1) the signature of the owner; 

(2) the motor vehicle description, including, but not lim-
ited to, the motor vehicle's year, make, model, vehicle identification 
number, body style, carrying capacity for commercial motor vehicles, 
and empty weight; 

(3) the license plate number; 

(4) the odometer reading, or the word "exempt" if the motor 
vehicle is exempt from federal and state odometer disclosure require-
ments; 

(5) the name and complete address of the applicant; and 

(6) the name, mailing address, and date of any liens. 

(b) The application must be accompanied by the following 
[documents]: 

(1) evidence of vehicle ownership as specified in Trans-
portation Code, §501.030, unless the vehicle has been issued a non-
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repairable or salvage vehicle title in accordance with Transportation 
Code, Chapter 501, Subchapter E; 

(2) registration fees prescribed by law; 

(3) any local fees or other fees prescribed by law and col-
lected in conjunction with registering a vehicle; 

(4) evidence of financial responsibility required by Trans-
portation Code, §502.046, unless otherwise exempted by law; [and] 

(5) the processing and handling fee prescribed by §217.183 
of this title (relating to Fee Amount); and 

(6) [(5)] any other documents or fees required by law. 

(c) An initial application for registration must be filed with the 
tax assessor-collector of the county in which the owner resides, except: 

(1) an application for registration, as a prerequisite to fil-
ing an application for title, may also be filed with the county tax asses-
sor-collector in the county in which the motor vehicle is purchased or 
encumbered; [or] 

(2) if a county has been declared a disaster area, the resi-
dent may apply at the closest unaffected county if the affected county 
tax assessor-collector estimates the county offices will be inoperable 
for a protracted period; or[.] 

(3) if the county tax assessor-collector office in the county 
in which the owner resides is closed for more than one week, the res-
ident may apply to the county tax assessor-collector in a county that 
borders the closed county if the adjacent county agrees to accept the 
application. 

§217.24. Vehicle Last Registered in Another Jurisdiction.
(a) The recorded owner of a vehicle that was last registered or 

titled in another jurisdiction and is subject to registration in this state 
may apply for registration if the owner cannot or does not wish to re-
linquish the negotiable out-of-state evidence of ownership to obtain a 
Texas title. On receipt of a form prescribed by the department and pay-
ment of the statutory fee for a title application and any other applicable 
fees, the department will issue a registration receipt to the applicant. 

(b) Registration receipt. 

(1) The receipt issued at the time of application may serve 
as proof of registration and evidences title to a motor vehicle for reg-
istration purposes only, but may not be used to transfer any interest or 
ownership in a motor vehicle or to establish a lien. 

(2) Information to be included on the form. The form will 
include the: 

(A) out-of-state title number, if applicable; 

(B) out-of-state license plate number, if applicable; 

(C) state or country that issued the out-of-state title or 
license plate; 

(D) lienholder name and address as shown on the out-
of-state evidence, if applicable; 

(E) statement that negotiable evidence of ownership is 
not being surrendered; and 

(F) signature of the applicant or authorized agent of the 
applicant. 

(3) Accompanying documentation. An application for reg-
istration under this paragraph must be supported, at a minimum, by: 

(A) a completed application for registration, as speci-
fied in subsection (a) of this section; 

(B) presentation, but not surrender of, evidence from 
another jurisdiction demonstrating that legal evidence of ownership has 
been issued to the applicant as the motor vehicle's owner, such as a 
validated title, a registration receipt that is not more than six months 
past the date of expiration, a non-negotiable title, or written verification 
from the other jurisdiction; [and] 

(C) the processing and handling fee prescribed by 
§217.183 of this title (relating to Fee Amount); and

(D) [(C)] any other documents or fees required by law. 

(4) Assignment. In instances in which the title or registra-
tion receipt is assigned to the applicant, an application for registration 
purposes only will not be processed. The applicant must apply for a 
title under Transportation Code, Chapter 501. 

§217.29. Vehicle Registration Renewal via Internet.

(a) Internet registration renewal program. The department will 
maintain a uniform Internet registration renewal process. This process 
will provide for the renewal of vehicle registrations via the Internet 
and will be in addition to vehicle registration procedures provided for 
in §217.28 of this title (relating to Vehicle Registration Renewal). The 
Internet registration renewal program will be facilitated by a third-party 
vendor. 

(b) County participation in program. All county tax assessor-
collectors shall process registration renewals through an online system 
designated by the department. 

(c) Eligibility of individuals for participation. To be eligible to 
renew a vehicle's registration via the Internet, the vehicle owner must 
meet all criteria for registration renewal outlined in this subchapter and 
in Transportation Code, Chapter 502. 

[(d) Fees. A vehicle owner who renews registration via the 
Internet must pay:] 

[(1) registration fees prescribed by law;] 

[(2) any local fees or other fees prescribed by law and col-
lected in conjunction with registering a vehicle;] 

[(3) a fee of $1 for the processing of a registration renewal 
by mail in accordance with Transportation Code, §502.197(a); and] 

[(4) a convenience fee of $2 for the processing of an elec-
tronic registration renewal paid by a credit card payment in accordance 
with Transportation Code, §1001.009.] 

(d) [(e)] Information to be submitted by vehicle owner. A ve-
hicle owner who renews registration via the Internet must submit or 
verify the following information: 

(1) registrant information, including the vehicle owner's 
name and county of residence; 

(2) vehicle information, including the license plate number 
of the vehicle to be registered; 

(3) insurance information, including the name of the insur-
ance company, the name of the insurance company's agent (if applica-
ble), the telephone number of the insurance company or agent (local 
or toll free number serviced Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.), the insurance policy number, and representation that the policy
meets all applicable legal standards; 

(4) credit card information, including the type of credit 
card, the name appearing on the credit card, the credit card number, 
and the expiration date; and 

(5) other information prescribed by rule or statute. 
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(e) [(f)] Duties of the county. A county tax assessor-collector 
shall: 

(1) accept electronic payment for vehicle registration re-
newal via the Internet; 

(2) execute an agreement with the department as provided 
by the director; 

(3) process qualified Internet registration renewal transac-
tions as submitted by the third-party vendor; 

(4) communicate with the third-party vendor and appli-
cants via email, regular mail, or other means, as specified by the 
director; and 

[(5) promptly mail renewal registration validation stickers 
and license plates to applicants;] 

[(6) ensure that all requirements for registration renewal 
are met, including all requirements set forth in this subchapter, and in 
Transportation Code, Chapter 502;] 

[(7) reject applications that do not meet all requirements set 
forth in this chapter, and in Transportation Code, Chapter 502; and] 

(5) [(8)] register each vehicle for a 12-month period. 

(f) Duties of the department. The department shall promptly 
mail renewal registration validation stickers and license plates to ap-
plicants. 

§217.32. Replacement of License Plates, Symbols, Tabs, and Other
Devices. 

(a) When a license plate, symbol, tab, or other registration de-
vice is lost, stolen, [or] mutilated, or needs to be replaced for cosmetic 
or readability reasons, a replacement may be obtained from any county 
tax assessor-collector upon: 

(1) the payment of the statutory replacement fee prescribed 
by Transportation Code, §502.060 or §504.007; and 

(2) the provision of a signed statement, on a form pre-
scribed by the department, that states: 

(A) the license plate, symbol, tab, or other registration 
device furnished for the described vehicle has been lost, stolen, [or] 
mutilated, or needs to be replaced for cosmetic or readability reasons, 
and if recovered, will not be used on any other vehicle; and 

(B) the replaced license plate, symbol, tab, or other de-
vice will only be used on the vehicle to which it was issued. 

(b) If the owner remains in possession of any part of the lost, 
stolen, or mutilated license plate, symbol, tab, or other registration de-
vice, that remaining part must be removed and surrendered to the de-
partment on issuance of the replacement and request by the county tax 
assessor-collector. 

§217.52. Marketing of Specialty License Plates through a Private
Vendor. 

(a) Purpose and scope. The department will enter into a con-
tract with a private vendor to market department-approved specialty 
license plates in accordance with Transportation Code, Chapter 504, 
Subchapter J. This section sets out the procedure for approval of the 
design, purchase, and replacement of vendor specialty license plates. 
In this section, the license plates marketed by the vendor are referred 
to as vendor specialty license plates. 

(b) Application for approval of vendor specialty license plate 
designs. 

(1) Approval required. The vendor shall obtain the ap-
proval of the Board for each license plate design the vendor proposes 
to market in accordance with this section and the contract entered into 
between the vendor and the department. 

(2) Application. The vendor must submit a written appli-
cation on a form approved by the executive director to the department 
for approval of each license plate design the vendor proposes to mar-
ket. The application must include: 

(A) a draft design of the specialty license plate; 

(B) projected sales of the plate, including an explana-
tion of how the projected figure was determined; 

(C) a marketing plan for the plate including a descrip-
tion of the target market; 

(D) a licensing agreement from the appropriate third 
party for any design or design element that is intellectual property; and 

(E) other information necessary for the Board to reach 
a decision regarding approval of the requested vendor specialty plate. 

(c) Review and approval process. The Board will review ven-
dor specialty license plate applications. The Board: 

(1) will not consider incomplete applications; and 

(2) may request additional information from the vendor to 
reach a decision. 

(d) Board decision. 

(1) Decision. The decision of the Board will be based on: 

(A) compliance with Transportation Code, Chapter 
504, Subchapter J; 

(B) the proposed license plate design, including: 

(i) whether the design meets the legibility and reflec-
tivity standards established by the department; 

(ii) whether the design meets the standards estab-
lished by the department for uniqueness to ensure that the proposed 
plate complies with Transportation Code, §504.852(c); 

(iii) whether the license plate design can accommo-
date the International Symbol of Access (ISA) as required by Trans-
portation Code, §504.201(f); 

(iv) the criteria designated in §217.27 of this title (re-
lating to Vehicle Registration Insignia) as applied to the design; 

(v) whether a design is similar enough to an existing 
plate design that it may compete with the existing plate sales; and 

(vi) other information provided during the applica-
tion process. 

(2) Public comment on proposed design. All proposed 
plate designs will be considered by the Board as an agenda item at a 
regularly or specially called open meeting. Notice of consideration 
of proposed plate designs will be posted in accordance with Office 
of the Secretary of State meeting notice requirements. Notice of 
each license plate design will be posted on the department's Internet 
web site to receive public comment at least 25 days in advance of 
the meeting at which it will be considered. The department will 
notify all specialty plate organizations and the sponsoring agencies 
who administer specialty license plates issued in accordance with 
Transportation Code, Chapter 504, Subchapter G, of the posting. A 
comment on the proposed design can be submitted in writing through 
the mechanism provided on the department's Internet web site for 
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submission of comments. Written comments are welcome and must be 
received by the department at least 10 days in advance of the meeting. 
Public comment will be received at the Board's meeting. 

(e) Final approval and specialty license plate issuance. 

(1) Approval. The Board will approve or disapprove the 
specialty license plate application based on all of the information pro-
vided pursuant to this subchapter in an open meeting. 

(2) Application not approved. If the application is not ap-
proved, the applicant may submit a new application and supporting 
documentation for the design to be considered again by the Board if: 

(A) the applicant has additional, required documenta-
tion; or 

(B) the design has been altered to an acceptable degree. 

(3) Issuance of approved specialty plates. 

(A) If the vendor's specialty license plate is approved, 
the vendor must submit the non-refundable start-up fee before any fur-
ther design and processing of the license plate. 

(B) Approval of the plate does not guarantee that the 
submitted draft plate design will be used. The Board has final approval 
of all specialty license plate designs and will provide guidance on the 
submitted draft design to ensure compliance with the format and license 
plate specifications. 

(f) Redesign of vendor specialty license plates. 

(1) On receipt of a written request from the vendor, the de-
partment will allow a redesign of a vendor specialty license plate. 

(2) The vendor must pay the redesign administrative costs 
as provided in the contract between the vendor and the department. 

(g) Multi-year vendor specialty license plates. Purchasers will 
have the option of purchasing vendor specialty license plates for a one-
year, a three-year, or a five-year period. 

(h) License plate categories and associated fees. The cate-
gories and the associated fees for vendor specialty plates are set out 
in this subsection. 

(1) Custom license plates. Custom license plates include 
license plates with a variety of pre-approved background and character 
color combinations that may be personalized with either three alpha and 
two or three numeric characters or two or three numeric and three alpha 
characters. Generic license plates on standard white sheeting with the 
word "Texas" that may be personalized with up to six alphanumeric 
characters are considered custom license plates before December 2, 
2010. The fees for issuance of Custom and Generic license plates are 
$150 for one year, $400 for three years, and $450 for five years. 

(2) T-Plates (Premium) license plates. T-Plates (Premium) 
license plates may be personalized with up to seven alphanumeric char-
acters, including the "T," on colored backgrounds or designs approved 
by the department. The fees for issuance of T-Plates (Premium) li-
cense plates are $150 for one year, $400 for three years, and $450 for 
five years. 

(3) Luxury license plates. Luxury license plates may be 
personalized with up to six alphanumeric characters on colored back-
grounds or designs approved by the department. The fees for issuance 
of luxury license plates are $150 for one year, $400 for three years, and 
$450 for five years. 

(4) Freedom license plates. Freedom license plates include 
license plates with a variety of pre-approved background and character 

color combinations that may be personalized with up to seven alphanu-
meric characters. The fees for issuance of freedom license plates are 
$195 for one year, $445 for three years, and $495 for five years. 

(5) Background only license plates. Background only li-
cense plates include non-personalized license plates with a variety of 
pre-approved background and character color combinations. The fees 
for issuance of background only license plates are $50 for one year, 
$130 for three years, and $175 for five years. 

(6) Vendor souvenir license plates. Vendor souvenir 
license plates are replicas of vendor specialty license plate designs that 
may be personalized with up to twenty-four alphanumeric characters. 
Vendor souvenir license plates are not street legal or legitimate in-
signias of vehicle registration. The fee for issuance of souvenir license 
plates is $40. 

(7) Auction of alphanumeric patterns. The vendor may 
auction alphanumeric patterns for one, three, or five year terms with 
options to renew indefinitely at the current price established for a one, 
three, or five year luxury category license plate. The purchaser of the 
auction pattern may select from the vendor background designs at no 
additional charge at the time of initial issuance. The auction pattern 
may be moved from one vendor design plate to another vendor design 
plate as provided in subsection (n)(1) of this section. The auction pat-
tern may be transferred from owner to owner as provided in subsection 
(l)(2) of this section. 

(8) Personalization and specialty plate fees. 

(A) The fee for the personalization of license plates ap-
plied for prior to November 19, 2009 is $40 if the plates are renewed 
annually. 

(B) The personalization fee for plates applied for after 
November 19, 2009 is $40 if the plates are issued pursuant to Trans-
portation Code, Chapter 504, Subchapters G and I. 

(C) If the plates are renewed annually, the personaliza-
tion and specialty plate fees remain the same fee as at the time of is-
suance if a sponsor of a specialty license plate authorized under Trans-
portation Code, Chapter 504, Subchapters G and I signs a contract with 
the vendor in accordance with Transportation Code, Chapter 504, Sub-
chapter J. 

(i) Payment of fees. 

(1) Payment of specialty license plate fees. The fees for 
issuance of vendor specialty license plates will be paid directly to the 
state through vendor and state systems for the license plate category 
and period selected by the purchaser. A person who purchases a multi-
year vendor specialty license plate must pay upon purchase the full fee 
which includes the renewal fees. 

(2) Payment of statutory registration fees. To be valid for 
use on a motor vehicle, the license plate owner is required to pay, in 
addition to the vendor specialty license plate fees, any statutorily re-
quired registration fees in the amount as provided by Transportation 
Code, Chapter 502, and this subchapter. 

(j) Refunds. Fees for vendor specialty license plate fees will 
not be refunded after an application is submitted to the vendor and the 
department has approved issuance of the license plate. 

(k) Replacement. 

(1) Application. An owner must apply directly to the 
county tax assessor-collector for the issuance of replacement vendor 
specialty license plates and must pay the fee described in paragraphs 
(2), (3), or (4) of this subsection, whichever applies. 
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(2) Lost or mutilated vendor specialty license plates. To 
replace vendor specialty license plates that are lost or mutilated, the 
owner must pay the statutory replacement fee provided in Transporta-
tion Code, §504.007. 

[(3) No-charge replacement. The owner of vendor spe-
cialty license plates will receive at no charge replacement license plates 
as follows:] 

[(A) one set of replacement license plates on or after the 
seventh anniversary after the date of initial issuance; and] 

[(B) one set of replacement license plates seven years 
after the date the set of license plates were issued in accordance with 
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph.] 

(3) [(4)] Optional replacements. An owner of a vendor spe-
cialty license plate may replace vendor specialty license plates [before 
the seventh anniversary after the date of issuance] by submitting a re-
quest to the county tax assessor-collector accompanied by the payment 
of a $6 fee. 

(4) [(5)] Interim replacement tags. If the vendor specialty 
license plates are lost or mutilated to such an extent that they are unus-
able, replacement license plates will need to be remanufactured. The 
county tax assessor-collector will issue interim replacement tags for 
use until the replacements are available. The owner's vendor specialty 
license plate number will be shown on the interim replacement tags. 

(5) [(6)] Stolen vendor specialty license plates. The county 
tax assessor-collector will not approve the issuance of replacement ven-
dor specialty license plates with the same license plate number if the 
department's records indicate that the vehicle displaying that license 
plate number was reported stolen or the license plates themselves were 
reported stolen. 

(l) Transfer of vendor specialty license plates. 

(1) Transfer between vehicles. The owner of a vehicle with 
vendor specialty license plates may transfer the license plates between 
vehicles by filing an application through the county tax assessor-col-
lector if the vehicle to which the plates are transferred: 

(A) is titled or leased in the owner's name; and 

(B) meets the vehicle classification requirements for 
that particular specialty license plate. 

(2) Transfer between owners. Vendor specialty license 
plates may not be transferred between persons unless the license 
plate pattern was initially purchased through auction as provided in 
subsection (h)(7) of this section. An auctioned alphanumeric pattern 
may be transferred as a specialty license plate or as a virtual pattern to 
be manufactured on a new background as provided under the restyle 
option in subsection (n)(1) of this section. In addition to the fee paid at 
auction, the new owner of an auctioned alphanumeric pattern or plate 
will pay the department a fee of $25 to cover the cost of the transfer, 
and complete the department's prescribed application at the time of 
transfer. 

(m) Gift plates. 

(1) A person may purchase plates as a gift for another per-
son if the purchaser submits a statement that provides: 

(A) the purchaser's name and address; 

(B) the name and address of the person who will receive 
the plates; and 

(C) the vehicle identification number of the vehicle on 
which the plates will be displayed or a statement that the plates will not 
be displayed on a vehicle. 

(2) To be valid for use on a motor vehicle, the recipient of 
the plates must file an application with the county tax assessor-collec-
tor and pay the statutorily required registration fees in the amount as 
provided by Transportation Code, Chapter 502, and this subchapter. 

(n) Restyled vendor specialty license plates. A person who 
has purchased a multi-year vendor specialty license plate may request 
a restyled license plate at any time during the term of the plate. 

(1) For the purposes of this subsection, "restyled license 
plate" is a vendor specialty license plate that has a different style from 
the originally purchased vendor specialty license plate but: 

(A) is within the same price category, except if the pat-
tern is an auction pattern; and 

(B) has the same alpha-numeric characters and expira-
tion date as the previously issued multi-year license plates. 

(2) The fee for each restyled license plate is $50. 

§217.53. Removal of License Plates and Registration Insignia upon
Sale of Motor Vehicle. 

(a) Purpose. Transportation Code, Chapter 502, Subchapter L 
and Chapter 504, Subchapter K, provide [I, provides] for the removal 
of the license plates and registration insignia when a motor vehicle is 
sold or transferred. Motor vehicles eligible for this process are limited 
to a passenger car or a light truck, as those terms are defined in Trans-
portation Code, §502.001. 

(b) Disposition of removed license plates. License plates re-
moved from a motor vehicle by a licensed motor vehicle dealer or by a 
motor vehicle owner in a private transaction as provided in Transporta-
tion Code, §502.491, may be: 

(1) transferred to another vehicle: 

(A) that is titled or will be titled in the same owner name 
as the vehicle from which the license plates were removed; 

(B) that is of the same vehicle classification (passenger 
car or light truck) as the vehicle from which the license plates were 
removed; and 

[(C) if the age of the removed license plate is not greater 
than provided in §217.31 of this title (relating to License Plate Reis-
suance Program) which would require a new license plate to be issued; 
and] 

(C) [(D)] upon acceptance of a request to transfer the 
license plate by the county tax assessor-collector in which the applica-
tion is filed as provided by Transportation Code, §501.023 or §502.040, 
whichever applies; 

(2) disposed of in a manner that renders the license plates 
unusable or that ensures the license plates will not be available for 
fraudulent use on a motor vehicle; or 

(3) retained by the owner of the motor vehicle from which 
the license plates were removed. 

(c) Vehicle transit permit. 

(1) Obtaining a vehicle transit permit. A person who ob-
tains a motor vehicle in a private transaction may obtain one vehicle 
transit permit (temporary single-trip permit), through the department's 
website at www.txdmv.gov if the seller or transferor has removed the 
license plates and registration insignia. 
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♦ ♦ ♦ (2) Restrictions. The permit, which is valid only for the 
period shown on the permit, may be used for operation of the motor 
vehicle only as provided in Transportation Code, §502.492, and must 
be carried in the vehicle at all times. The permit may only be used on 
passenger vehicles 6,000 pounds or less and light trucks with a gross 
vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds or less. 

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority 
to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on April 8, 2016. 
TRD-201601645 
David D. Duncan 
General Counsel 
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
Earliest possible date of adoption: May 22, 2016 
For further information, please call: (512) 465-5665 

43 TAC §217.31 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY 

The repeal is proposed under Transportation Code, §1002.001, 
which provides the board with the authority to adopt rules 
necessary and appropriate to implement the powers and the 
duties of the department under the Transportation Code; Trans-
portation Code, §501.0041, which provides the department 
may adopt rules to administer Chapter 501, Certificate of Title 
Act; Transportation Code, §502.0021, which provides the de-
partment may adopt rules to administer Transportation Code, 
Chapter 502, Registration of Vehicles; and more specifically, 
Transportation Code, §520.0071, which provides the board by 
rule shall prescribe the fees that may be charged or retained by 
deputies; Transportation Code, §502.1911, which authorizes the 
department to collect a fee to cover the expenses of collecting 
registration fees and that is in an amount sufficient to cover 
the expenses of collecting registration fees by the department, 
a county tax assessor-collector, a private entity with which 
a county tax assessor-collector contracts under Transporta-
tion Code, §502.197, or a deputy assessor-collector that is 
deputized in accordance with board rule under Transportation 
Code, §520.0071; and Transportation Code, §504.0011, which 
provides the department may adopt rules to implement and 
administer Chapter 504, License Plates. 

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE 

Finance Code, §348.005 and §353.006; and Transportation 
Code, §§502.060, 502.191, 502.1911, 502.197, 504.002, 
504.007, and 520.007. 

§217.31. License Plate Reissuance Program. 

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority 
to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on April 8, 2016. 
TRD-201601643 
David D. Duncan 
General Counsel 
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
Earliest possible date of adoption: May 22, 2016 
For further information, please call: (512) 465-5665 

SUBCHAPTER C. REGISTRATION AND 
TITLE SYSTEM 
43 TAC §217.72 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY 

The amendment is proposed under Transportation Code, 
§1002.001, which provides the board with the authority to adopt 
rules necessary and appropriate to implement the powers and 
the duties of the department under the Transportation Code; 
Transportation Code, §501.0041, which provides the depart-
ment may adopt rules to administer Chapter 501, Certificate of 
Title Act; Transportation Code, §502.0021, which provides the 
department may adopt rules to administer Transportation Code, 
Chapter 502, Registration of Vehicles; and more specifically, 
Transportation Code, §520.0071, which provides the board by 
rule shall prescribe the fees that may be charged or retained by 
deputies; Transportation Code, §502.1911, which authorizes the 
department to collect a fee to cover the expenses of collecting 
registration fees and that is in an amount sufficient to cover 
the expenses of collecting registration fees by the department, 
a county tax assessor-collector, a private entity with which 
a county tax assessor-collector contracts under Transporta-
tion Code, §502.197, or a deputy assessor-collector that is 
deputized in accordance with board rule under Transportation 
Code, §520.0071; and Transportation Code, §504.0011, which 
provides the department may adopt rules to implement and 
administer Chapter 504, License Plates. 

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE 

Finance Code, §348.005 and §353.006; and Transportation 
Code, §§502.060, 502.191, 502.1911, 502.197, 504.002, 
504.007, and 520.007. 

§217.72. Automated Equipment. 

(a) Initial allocation of automated equipment. When requested 
by resolution of the commissioners court of a county, and subject to 
the terms and conditions specified in subsection (d) of this section, the 
department will: 

(1) make a fair share allocation of automated equipment 
available to that county to be used by its tax assessor-collector in im-
plementing and operating RTS; 

(2) provide the tax assessor-collector with computer pro-
grams and personnel training; and 

(3) furnish official automated forms and, for the initial 
start-up of the system, automated equipment supplies. 

(b) Additional automated equipment. At the request of the tax 
assessor-collector of a county, subject to the terms and conditions spec-
ified in subsection (d) of this section, and for an amount of consider-
ation that will cover the department's costs, the department will enter 
into an agreement with the commissioners court of that county under 
which the department will lease automated equipment to that county in 
addition to the fair share allocation for that county. Leased equipment 
will remain the property of the department and will be used primarily 
for RTS. 

(c) Automated Registration and Titling System fee [Fee]. The 
department will collect an additional fee of $.50 [$1] for each registra-
tion for the purposes set forth in Transportation Code, §502.356. The 
fee shall be deposited into a subaccount in the Texas Department of 
Motor Vehicles fund. 
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(d) Conditions of availability. 

(1) A county must: 

(A) meet electrical power supply criteria specified by 
the department prior to installation of the automated equipment; 

(B) bear all costs incurred for 24-hour per day electrical 
power consumption for operation of the equipment; 

(C) provide for the physical security and protection of 
the equipment and shall indemnify the department for any loss or dam-
ages to the equipment while in the custody and control of the county; 

(D) provide the department's maintenance personnel 
access to the equipment during business hours of the involved county 
office; and 

(E) notify the department not less than 30 working days 
prior to relocating or adding automation equipment, or of the closing 
or remodeling of an office, that may affect automated equipment oper-
ations. 

(2) At the election of a county tax assessor-collector, auto-
mated equipment may be located at sites other than those of the tax as-
sessor-collector, including privately owned, for-profit enterprises per-
forming registration and title functions for the county tax office. With 
regard to equipment located at sites other than those of the tax asses-
sor-collector, the department's responsibility will be limited to ensuring 
that the equipment remains operational. The county will be responsi-
ble for all training, user support, forms, supplies, user policy and pro-
cedures, and other support associated with this equipment. 

(3) Automated equipment made available to a county pur-
suant to this section shall remain the property of the department and 
must be used by the county tax assessor-collector for operation of RTS; 
provided, however, that while not in RTS usage, the equipment may be 
utilized for another statutory duty or function of that office. 

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority 
to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on April 8, 2016. 
TRD-201601647 
David D. Duncan 
General Counsel 
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
Earliest possible date of adoption: May 22, 2016 
For further information, please call: (512) 465-5665 

SUBCHAPTER I. FEES 
43 TAC §§217.181 - 217.185 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY 

The new subchapter is proposed under Transportation Code, 
§1002.001, which provides the board with the authority to adopt
rules necessary and appropriate to implement the powers and 
the duties of the department under the Transportation Code; 
Transportation Code, §501.0041, which provides the depart-
ment may adopt rules to administer Chapter 501, Certificate of 
Title Act; Transportation Code, §502.0021, which provides the 
department may adopt rules to administer Transportation Code, 
Chapter 502, Registration of Vehicles; and more specifically, 
Transportation Code, §520.0071, which provides the board by 

rule shall prescribe the fees that may be charged or retained by 
deputies; Transportation Code, §502.1911, which authorizes the 
department to collect a fee to cover the expenses of collecting 
registration fees and that is in an amount sufficient to cover 
the expenses of collecting registration fees by the department, 
a county tax assessor-collector, a private entity with which 
a county tax assessor-collector contracts under Transporta-
tion Code, §502.197, or a deputy assessor-collector that is 
deputized in accordance with board rule under Transportation 
Code, §520.0071; and Transportation Code, §504.0011, which 
provides the department may adopt rules to implement and 
administer Chapter 504, License Plates. 

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE 

Finance Code, §348.005 and §353.006; and Transportation 
Code, §§502.060, 502.191, 502.1911, 502.197, 504.002, 
504.007, and 520.007. 

§217.181. Purpose and Scope.
This subchapter prescribes the processing and handling fee authorized 
by Transportation Code, §502.1911, which includes the fee established 
under Transportation Code, §502.356(a), and is sufficient to cover the 
expenses associated with collecting registration fees by the department, 
a county tax assessor-collector, a private entity with which a county tax 
assessor-collector contracts under Transportation Code, §502.197, or 
a deputy assessor-collector that is deputized in accordance with Sub-
chapter H of this chapter (relating to Deputies). 

§217.182. Registration Transaction.
As used in this subchapter, a registration transaction is a registration 
or registration renewal under Transportation Code, Chapter 502, or a 
transaction to issue the following: 

(1) a registration, registration renewal, or permit issued un-
der Transportation Code, Chapter 502, Subchapter C (Special Registra-
tions); 

(2) a license plate issued under Transportation Code, 
§502.146;

(3) a temporary additional weight permit under Transporta-
tion Code, §502.434; 

(4) a license plate or license plate sticker under Transporta-
tion Code, §§504.501, 504.502, 504.506, or 504.507; or 

(5) a golf cart plate under Transportation Code, §551.402. 

§217.183. Fee Amount.
Except as limited by §217.184 of this title (relating to Exclusions), a 
processing and handling fee in the amount of $5 shall be collected with 
each registration transaction processed by the department, the county 
tax assessor-collector, or a deputy appointed by the county tax assessor-
collector. If a transaction includes both registration and issuance of a 
license plate or specialty plate, the processing and handling fee shall 
be collected on the registration transaction only. 

§217.184. Exclusions.
The following transactions are exempt from the processing and han-
dling fee established by §217.183 of this title (relating to Fee Amount). 
The processing and handling fee may not be assessed or collected on 
the following transactions: 

(1) a replacement registration sticker under Transportation 
Code, §502.060; 

(2) a registration transfer under Transportation Code, 
§502.192;
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(3) an exempt registration under Transportation Code, 
§502.451;

(4) a vehicle transit permit under Transportation Code, 
§502.492;

(5) a replacement license plate under Transportation Code, 
§504.007;

(6) a registration correction receipt, duplicate receipt, or in-
quiry receipt; 

(7) an inspection fee receipt; or 

(8) an exchange of license plate for which no registration 
fees are collected. 

§217.185. Allocation of Processing and Handling Fee.
(a) For registrations that expire on or after January 1, 2017, 

except for temporary permit transactions under Transportation Code, 
§502.094 or §502.095, the fee amount established in §217.183 of this
title (relating to Fee Amount) shall be allocated as follows: 

(1) If the registration transaction was processed in person 
at the office of the county tax assessor-collector: 

(A) the county tax assessor-collector may retain $2.30; 
and 

(B) the remaining amount shall be remitted to the de-
partment. 

(2) If the registration transaction was mailed to office of the 
county tax assessor-collector: 

(A) the county tax assessor-collector may retain $2.30; 
and 

(B) the remaining amount shall be remitted to the de-
partment. 

(3) If the registration transaction was processed through the 
department's online registration portal, the fee established in §217.183 
is discounted by $1.25: 

(A) Texas Online receives the amount set pursuant to 
Government Code, §2054.2591, Fees; 

(B) the county tax assessor-collector may retain $.25; 
and 

(C) the remaining amount shall be remitted to the de-
partment. 

(4) If the registration transaction was processed by a deputy 
appointed by the county tax assessor-collector in accordance with Sub-
chapter H of this chapter (relating to Deputies): 

(A) the deputy may retain: 

(i) the amount specified in §217.168(c) of this title 
(relating to Deputy Fee Amounts). The deputy must remit the remain-
der of the processing and handling fee to the county tax assessor-col-
lector; and 

(ii) the convenience fee established in §217.168, if 
the registration transaction is processed by a full service deputy; 

(B) the county tax assessor-collector may retain $1.30; 
and 

(C) the county tax assessor-collector must remit the re-
maining amount to the department. 

(b) For temporary permit transactions under Transportation 
Code, §502.094 or §502.095, the entity receiving the application and 

processing the transaction collects and retains the entire processing and 
handling fee established in §217.183. A full service deputy processing 
a temporary permit transaction may not charge a convenience fee for 
that transaction. 

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority 
to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on April 8, 2016. 
TRD-201601652 
David D. Duncan 
General Counsel 
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
Earliest possible date of adoption: May 22, 2016 
For further information, please call: (512) 465-5665 

SUBCHAPTER H. DEPUTIES 
43 TAC §§217.161 - 217.168 
The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles (department) pro-
poses amendments to §217.161, Deputies. The department 
also proposes new sections §217.162, Definitions; §217.163, 
Full Service Deputies; §217.164, Limited Service Deputies; 
§217.165, Inspection Deputies; §217.166, Dealer Deputies;
§217.167, Bonding Requirements; and §217.168, Deputy Fee
Amounts. 

EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS AND NEW 
SECTIONS 

House Bill 2741 and House Bill 2202, 83rd Legislature, Regu-
lar Session, 2013, added Transportation Code, §520.0071 and 
repealed Transportation Code, §§520.008, 520.009, 520.0091, 
and 520.0092. As a result, the legislature directed the depart-
ment to prescribe rules governing deputies performing titling and 
registration duties. The legislation authorized deputies to con-
tinue to perform services under §§520.008, 520.009, 520.0091, 
and 520.0092 until the effective date of the rules adopted by the 
board of the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles (board) regard-
ing the types of deputies authorized to perform titling and regis-
tration duties under §520.0071. The proposed amendments and 
new sections are intended to fill the void created by the repeal 
of the former Transportation Code sections describing deputies 
and their duties and obligations, and to implement the legislative 
directive of House Bills 2202 and 2741. 

As required by Transportation Code, §520.0071, the proposed 
rules establish the classification types of deputies perform-
ing titling and registration duties, the duties and obligations 
of deputies, the type and amount of any bonds that may be 
required by a county tax assessor-collector for deputies to 
perform titling and registration duties, and the fees that may be 
charged or retained by deputies. The rules authorize deputies to 
continue to operate under the repealed statutes, as prescribed 
by current §217.161, through December 31, 2016. Beginning 
January 1, 2017, all deputies must be deputized in accordance 
with and comply with Subchapter H in full. 

The purpose of these proposed rules is to support the depart-
ment's mission to serve, protect, and advance the citizens and 
industries in this state with quality motor vehicle related ser-
vices. To accomplish this mission, the department proposes 
rules that will ensure accountability and transparency in the pro-
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