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Dallas Mayor welcomes visiting mayors for 82nd Annual U.S. Conference of Mayors
U.S. Conference of Mayors kicks off with Continental Breakfast on the Continental Bridge

DALLAS—Dallas Mayor Mike Rawlings joins United States Conference of Mayors (USCM) Tom Cochran, the CEO and Executive Director, USCM leadership and Dallas city leaders at 6:30 a.m. on June 20 at the Continental Avenue Bridge to kick off the 82nd Annual U.S. Conference of Mayors with a special breakfast and exercise. 

“Dallas is proud to host the U.S. Conference of Mayors,” Dallas Mayor Mike Rawlings said. “Dallas is known for continuously pushing the limits of innovation and transformation, and we are excited to showcase the magic of our city, including our world-class arts district and entertainment venues. We look forward to sharing with other city leaders our modern approach to solving urban issues through successful public-private partnerships.”

During the continental breakfast on the Continental Avenue Bridge, a check will be presented to the Mayor’s Youth Fitness Initiative (MyFi). The Mayor’s Youth Fitness Initiative is a public/private partnership led by City of Dallas Mayor Mike Rawlings and community and business leaders—is ready to make long-term improvements in the way Dallas children eat, play and live. MyFi participants from Jaycee Zaragoza Recreation Center will join visiting mayors in exercise, after the check presentation. 

The Continental Avenue Bridge, which connects Riverfront Boulevard and West Dallas as part of the Trinity River Corridor Project, is an example of public/private partnerships that are enhancing the quality of life in Dallas. The city’s newest outdoor recreation area, which opened June 15, was made possible through a generous donation in honor of Mary McDermott Cook and city funds.

With the kick off on the city’s newest attraction, Mayor Rawlings welcomes over 1,500 registrants to Dallas for the four-day conference June 20-23 at the Omni Hotel Dallas. The mayors will discuss such topics as the economic health of the nation's cities, transportation, education, housing, help for returning Veterans and the minimum wage. 

The USCM is the official non-partisan organization of cities with populations of 30,000 or larger which includes nearly 1,400 total members. This is the first time since 1966 that Dallas has hosted the prestigious conference. According to the Dallas Convention and Visitors Bureau, the USCM is expected to have an economic impact of $2.4M, with a direct impact of $1.3M. 

"We are pleased that the nation's mayors are convening in Dallas this year.  This city is significant in the national political landscape, and all the new and exciting things happening here serve as an example of the economic resurgence occurring in many cities across the country," said USCM CEO and Executive Director Tom Cochran.  "Dallas is a world-class city and we look forward to getting down to business and learning from your dynamic leader Mayor Mike Rawlings."
Through June 23, the visiting mayors and their families will experience the best of Texas hospitality, thanks to a host committee organized by Mayor Rawlings. The events are all privately funded by Dallas corporations and businesses and showcase ultra-modern and sophisticated cultural and entertainment venues, such as the country’s largest contiguous arts district, AT&T Stadium, the Perot Museum of Nature and Science, Klyde Warren Park and the Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Gardens. 

Internationally known and Texas-grown artists Lyle Lovett, Leann Rimes, Asleep at the Wheel, Marcia Ball, Bonnie Raitt and Los Lonely Boys will entertain the mayors, their families and staff during the conference. There will also be a special performance by Kool and the Gang.

The primary roles of the U.S. Conference of Mayors include promoting the development of effective national urban/suburban policy, strengthening federal-city relationships, ensuring that federal policy meets urban needs, providing mayors with leadership and management tools, and creating a forum in which mayors can share ideas and information. The USCM holds a winter meeting each January in Washington, D.C., and its annual meeting in June in various host cities. 

For more information about Dallas and the conference, visit www.uscmdallas2014.com or follow the conference on Facebook: USCM Dallas 2014, Twitter: USCMDallas, LinkedIn: USCM Dallas 2014 with hashtag #USCMDALLAS.

Dallas USCM Event Host Committee: 
Baylor Health Care System, Energy Future Holdings, Lyco Holdings Incorporated, Tenet Healthcare Corporation, Bedrock Freight Logistics, Exxon Mobil Corporation, Matthews Southwest, Texas Health Resources, Chief Oil & Gas LLC, Fluor Corporation, Methodist Health System, Texas Instruments Incorporated, Children’s Medical Center, Hillwood, Neiman Marcus Group, The Dallas Morning News, David Miller, ISNetworld, Omni Dallas Hotel, WorldLink, Inc., Don Glendenning/Locke Lord LLP, Kimberly-Clark Corporation, JoAnne & Tony Roosevelt
CIC Partners, Ebby Halliday, PepsiCo, Truman Arnold Companies, Corrigan Investments, Inc., H.E.B./Central Market, Pioneer Natural Resources Company, Vaughn Capital Partners, LLC, Dallas Citizens Council, Lisa and Kenny Troutt, The Eugene McDermott Foundation, Wells Fargo, Dallas Regional Chamber
Allegiance Title Company, Comerica Incorporated, Highland Park Village, Sewell Automotive Companies, Ambit Energy, Commercial Metals Co., John R. Ford, Southern Methodist University, Annett Simmons, Communities Foundation of Texas, Jones Lang LaSalle, The Beck Group, Atmos Energy Corporation, Dallas Convention & Visitors Bureau, KPMG LLP, The Rosewood Corporation, Baker Botts L.L.P., Darling Ingredients Inc., Mary Kay Inc., Thompson & Knight LLP, Bank of America, DFW International Airport, Northern Trust, Tolleson Wealth Management, Ben E. Keith Company, Erle Nye, Oncor, Trinity Industries, Inc., Billingsley Company, EY, Pillar Commercial, University of North Texas System, Brinker International, Fidelity Investments, PlainsCapital Bank/First Southwest Co., URS Corporation, CH2M Hill, Gold Metal Recyclers, PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, UT Southwestern Medical Center, Cinemark Holdings, Haynes & Boone, LLP, Rent-A-Center, Westcott LLC, Citi, Hicks Holdings, LLC, Rmax Operating, LLC
Bank of Texas, N.A., John A. Hammack, Range Resources Corporation, WJH Corporation, Dean Foods Company, Murchison Capital Partners, LP, TDIndustries
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