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Conditions at a Glance

e According to the U.S. Drought Monitor (USDM), as of 5/26, 82% of Oregon is in moderate to
extreme drought with 36% of the state in severe to extreme drought.

e Below-normal precipitation and above-normal temperatures over the past 30 days
continued broader water year trends, contributing to the expansion and intensification of
drought conditions on the U.S. Drought Monitor.

U.S. Drought Monitor May 26, 2026

(Released Thursday, May. 28, 2026)

Oregon Velid  am,. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

Mone | DO-D4 | D1-D4 [ D2-D4 RexEeL S

Current 447 | 9553 | 8279 | 36.03| 203 | 000

Last Week

05182026 447 | 9553 |82.64 | 36.03 | 293 | 000

3 Months Ago 3137

02242026 6863 | 1936 | 477 | 0.00 | 000

Start of
Calendar Year | 65.06 | 3494 | 1576 | 4685 | 0.00 | 0.00
01-06-2026
Start of
Water Year 3292 | 6708 | 4765 | 2435 | 139 0.00
03-30-2025

One YearAgo | g4 07 | 3593 | 369 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 000
05-27-2025

Intensity:

I:l MNone I:l D2 Severe Drought
|:| D0 Abnormally Dry -D3 Extreme Drought
I:l D1 Moderate Drought - D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Menitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:#droughtmeonitor unl eduw/About aspx
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Recent Conditions

Oregon Contours
Total Precipitation Percent of Normal (May 2, 2026 - May 31, 2026)
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e Precipitation over the last 30 days and past two weeks was below normal for most of the
state, except for parts of south-central Oregon, where it ranged from near to above normal.

Oregon Contours
Mean Temperature Departure from Normal (May 2, 2026 - May 31, 2026)
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e Temperatures over the last 30 days were generally above normal statewide. Over the past
two weeks, temperatures generally remained above normal, with near-normal temperatures
in parts of western and central Oregon and across much of eastern Oregon.


https://wrcc.dri.edu/cgi-bin/anomimage.pl?ore14dPpct.png
https://wrcc.dri.edu/cgi-bin/anomimage.pl?ore14dTvdep.png

NRCS Snow Water Equivalent May 31, 2026, end of day
Percent NRCS 1991-2020 Median
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Snow water equivalent (SWE) has completely melted out across all basins in the state.
Basins reporting 0% SWE are those that historically retain snow at this time of year but

currently have none.
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Recent soil moisture indicators show that conditions are drier-than-normal across much of

western and north-central Oregon.
Elsewhere in the state, conditions are generally normal, with parts of the Cascade Range

and south-central Oregon having wetter-than-normal soil moisture conditions.
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e Streamflow conditions in May were below normal statewide. Notable streamflow deficits
were observed in parts of southwestern, south-central, and eastern Oregon.
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o Recent streamflow conditions over the last seven days have been below normal for most of
the state.



Oregon Reservoir Storage (May 31 2026)
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Current/Full Storage (KAF)

As of 5/31, most USBR storage projects in Oregon were below normal, excluding projects in
the Tualatin Basin. For more information on reservoir storage projects, refer to the US Army
Corps of Engineers and the US Bureau of Reclamation.

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook Valid for June 1 - August 31, 2026
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released May 31, 2026
O B Consistency adjustment
based on Monthly A

. Drought Outlook for j)\

Deplcts large-scale trends based
on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by shart- and long-range:
statistical and dynamical forecasts,
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events
"Ongoing” draught areas are

» bassd on the U.. Drought Manior
areas (intensities of D1 to D4,

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Manitor intensity levels by
the end of the perlod, although
drought will remain. The green
e, areas imply drought remaval by the
e \ end of the periad (DO of none}.

\ . Drought persists
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Drought is likely to develop or persist for all of Oregon from June through August.

The seasonal climate outlook for June through August indicates a likelihood of above-
normal temperatures statewide. The precipitation outlook is mixed, with below-normal
precipitation favored across the northern half of the state and equal chances of below-
normal, near-normal, or above-normal precipitation across the southern half.



https://www.nwd-wc.usace.army.mil/nwp/wm/teacups.html
https://www.nwd-wc.usace.army.mil/nwp/wm/teacups.html
https://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/select.html
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1

Additional Resources and References

Please visit Oregon Water Resources Department’s drought information page to learn

about current drought conditions, assistance programs, and potential drought tools.

If you are interested in submitting local drought-related conditions and impacts, please
visit the drought impacts toolkit to learn more. Click here to visit the map of condition
monitoring observer reports.

Released every Thursday, the US Drought Monitor provides a weekly assessment of drought
conditions. The USDM provides a network infographic which depicts the network of
observers who gather and report information about conditions and drought impacts.

The WestWide Drought Tracker uses data from PRISM to provide easy access to fine-scale

drought monitoring and climate products, such as the figures depicting climate conditions
within this report.

The National Weather Service’s Climate Prediction Center offers weekly, monthly, and
seasonal climate outlooks illustrating the probabilities of temperatures and precipitation.

The Regional Climate Centers (RCC) working with NOAA partners, deliver climate services
at national, regional, and state levels. Climate anomaly maps of Oregon are updated daily

at around noon PST.

NASA’s Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment (GRACE) provide satellite-based

observations of soil moisture conditions that are useful as drought indicators, helpfulin
describing current wet or dry soil conditions.

USGS Water Watch provides maps of real-time and average streamflow conditions at USGS
sites throughout the state.

Reservoir storage “teacup” diagrams are offered by both the US Bureau of Reclamation and
US Army Corps of Engineers. The diagrams represent the level of fill in the reservoirs as

both percent full and as a ratio of volume of water currently in the reservoir to the volume of
water in the reservoir when it is full.

Oregon wildfire information can be found through InciWWeb and the Oregon Department of
Forestry’s Wildfire News, along with the National Interagency Fire Center which offers

outlooks on the significant wildland fire potential.

Oregon Office of Emergency Management maintains a hydrology/meteorology dashboard
which shows state and local drought declarations, as well as hosts many of the data


https://www.oregon.gov/owrd/programs/climate/droughtwatch/Pages/default.aspx
https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/016ac3b48c5049909106a23e6556311b
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/docs/USDM_network.pdf
https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/about.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/90day/
https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/about.php
https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/index.php?folder=pon1
https://nasagrace.unl.edu/Default.aspx
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php?m=pa07d&r=or&w=map
https://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/select.html
https://www.nwd-wc.usace.army.mil/nwp/wm/teacups.html
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://odfwildfire.wpengine.com/
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/outlooks.htm
https://geo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/be408c0ef4a14dd6ad25d181a27b2a54

sources to generate this report. Use the selection arrows at the bottom of your browser to
navigate through the various sources.

US Department of Agriculture provides the Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin as a vital
source of information on US and global weather, climate, and agricultural developments,
along with seasonally appropriate agrometeorological charts and tables. USDA’s Drought
Programs and Assistance offers links to programs and resources to help those struggling
with persistent drought.



https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/wwcb.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/topics/disaster/drought/usda-drought-programs-and-assistance
https://www.usda.gov/topics/disaster/drought/usda-drought-programs-and-assistance

