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Q1: A student is enrolled in an online school and does not attend any onsite classes, labs or activities during the school day when meals are being served.  Is this student eligible to participate in the meal service? 
A1: No. The student is not eligible to participate in NSLP or SBP.

Q2: An online student is enrolled (and is part of our district) to attend an in-person lab class twice a week. Is that student eligible to participate in the meal service?
A2: Maybe. If the student is part of your school district and is enrolled for the lab at a school that participates in NSLP, and the lab takes place during the time that meals are being offered, they would be eligible. As a reminder, meals must be consumed onsite.  

Q3: There is a student that is homeschooled that would like to participate in NSLP. Is that student eligible to participate in the meal service? 
A3: No. Students that are homeschooled that are not enrolled/attend a class, tutoring or a lab at the brick and mortar school are not eligible to participate. 

Q4: Some students have elected a hybrid-learning model. Are those students eligible to participate in the meal service? 
A4: Yes. They may participate on days that they are physically attending the brick and mortar school and are enrolled in the district. 

Q5: My district would like to offer grab and go meals to online students. Is this allowed? 
A5: No. Meals must be consumed onsite. Meals reimbursed under the programs are to be served and consumed as part of the school program, on school or school-related premises. Therefore, school meals given to children to take home are not reimbursable.

Q6: What documentation does the meal site need to support meal claims? 
A6: The meal site would need eligibility documentation for each student, meal counts taken at the point of service and attendance records to demonstrate that the student was present. 

Q7: A student that is enrolled in our school district’s online course is listed on our direct certification. The student comes to the school each day for lunch. Is this a reimbursable meal?
A7: No. This would not be a reimbursable meal because SBP and NSLP meals must be served to eligible students that attends a brick and mortar school participating in SBP/NSLP. In this case, the student does not attend the brick and mortar school and would therefore not be eligible to participate. 

Q8: An eligible student enrolled in a participating school within our district has decided to attend a hybrid-learning model. They will learn online Mondays and Tuesdays, and will attend the brick and mortar school Wednesday through Friday. Is the student eligible to receive a meal on Monday and Tuesday when they are online learning? 
A8: No. The student would not be eligible to receive a meal on the days that they do not attend the brick and mortar participating school. Meals served under the SBP and NSLP are intended to be served onsite and as part of the school day. Therefore, meals served to students that are not attending the brick and mortar school on specific days, would not be eligible to receive meals. 

 Q9: A student that is enrolled in our school district’s online academy comes to one of our brick and mortar schools on Mondays for a lab. The school participates in NSLP. The student’s lab is from 11:00am – 11:45am. The lunch service begins at 11:30 am and this student is eligible for free meals by household application. Would he be eligible to receive a meal on Mondays after his lab? 
A9: Yes. In this case, the student, who regularly attends an online academy is attending a lab at a site that participates in NSLP during the scheduled lunch service. This student would be eligible to participate on Mondays. 
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