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An  American  Journey
US Navy  03/02/1943 – 31/08/1946

Civilian    24/09/1946 – 29/01/2024

Pilots/Owners

1943 U.S. Navy Aviator Cadets
1946 John E. Adams

1949 Maurice C. Young
1950 Maurice R. Culverwell
1957 Richard E. Poet 
1959 Albert A. La Fleur

1960 Fred Smith (New Brunswick)
1968 William E. Stone

Boeing Stearman B75-N1  (75-7199)
07595  (US Navy)

N69248  (CAA/FAA)

I-GRUS  (ENAC)



US Navy
Boeing Stearman N2S-3   (B75-N1)
c/n  75-7199, 1943
Bu.No.  07595
Acceptance Date 03/02/1943
Delivery Date 04/02/1943
Striken Date 31/08/1946

Abbreviations
NAPT - Naval Air Primary Training
OTU VTB-1 - Operational Training Unit 
Torpedo Bombing Squadron
ATU VTB-1 - Advanced Training Unit (at 
Fort Lauderdale, FL)

The US Navy Period

February 4th, 1943 – August 31st, 1946



Abbreviations
CNAT Jax - Chief of Naval Air Training, Jacksonville, FL
Awt. Action - Awaiting Action (*)

(*) There was a lengthy process in 
the US Navy to strike or sell an 
aircraft.
It was decided to send it to NAS 
Jacksonville, then to strike it there.
Strike Code "8-8-Y"
8 - Diversion (of custody)
8 - Other (non-combat)
Y - Non-Airborne Aircraft

Courtesy of the National Naval Aviation Museum (NNAM)

February 3rd, 1943
NAS Dallas acceptance
August, 1943 – April, 1944
NAS Norman NAPT
May, 1944 – November, 1944
NAS Norman OTU VTB1
January, 1945 – December, 1945
NAS Fort Lauderdale ATU VTB1
February, 1946 – June, 1946
NAS Fort Lauderdale Awt. Action
July, 1946 – August, 1946
NAS Jacksonville CNAT Stricken



The Civilian Period

September 24, 1946 – January 29, 2024

Now civilian, ready as crop sprayer (1948)



John E. Adams (1946)

The first civil owner

“Aerial Insect & Fungi Control 

Corp. Of America“

Bought from War Assets Administration 

on September 24th, 1946 for $ 610.

Sold on July 6, 1949th for $ 1,000.



Maurice Curtis Young (1949)

The Pilot Entrepreneur

“Young’s Flying Service“

“ Aero Insect Control Inc. “

19501941

MARGATE, NJ, July 23 1975.
M. Curtis Young, president of South Jersey Airways 
and Allegheny Commuter Airline, died yesterday. He 
was 54 years old.
Mr. Young organized Allegheny Commuter in 1970 
to provide daily commercial flights between Atlantic 
City Wildwood and Philadelphia's International 
Airport. Later, the service was extended to include 
Newark Airport.
https://www.nytimes.com/1975/07/24/archives/
m-curtis-young-led-airlines-in-jersey.html



THE BUFFALO NEWS
Maurice R. Culverwell, reXred crop duster
Jul 22, 1996

Maurice R. Culverwell, 74, of Burt, a decorated World War II B-24 bomber
pilot and former crop duster, died Saturday (July 20, 1996) in Newfane.
The Newfane naXve was a familiar sight for 40 years as he flew over the
fields and orchards of Niagara, Orleans and Erie counXes.
Before beginning his Culverwell Flying Service, he had flown 36 missions
in the European Theater, including the D-Day campaign.
During one of those missions, his bomber was hit by enemy fire over the
English Channel, but he was able to land his plane and crew safely in
England.
He received the DisXnguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with three oak-leaf
clusters and the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Campaign
Ribbon with two baale stars. He aaained the rank of captain.
When he returned to Newfane, he began his crop-dusXng career, flying 
Stearman biplanes similar to the ones used for training World War II 
pilots.
hHps://buffalonews.com/news/maurice-r-culverwell-reKred-crop-duster/arKcle_3255a6bd-357d-
527a-a006-d47c463623e6.html

Maurice R. Culverwell (1950)

The Crop Duster Hero

Service Number: O-691242
Highest Rank: First Lieutenant
Role: Pilot

Military Occupational Specialty (MOS): 1092 Pilot - B-24
Eighth Air Force, 445th Bomb Group, 703rd Bomb Squadron
Based in RAF Tibenham (Norfolk, UK) the 445th Bomb Group (H), 
flying the B-24 Liberator, flew 280 combat missions between 13 
Dec 1943 and 25 Apr 1945.
https://www.americanairmuseum.com/archive/person/maurice-r-culverwell

https://buffalonews.com/news/maurice-r-culverwell-retired-crop-duster/article_3255a6bd-357d-527a-a006-d47c463623e6.html
https://buffalonews.com/news/maurice-r-culverwell-retired-crop-duster/article_3255a6bd-357d-527a-a006-d47c463623e6.html
https://www.americanairmuseum.com/archive/person/maurice-r-culverwell


Richard E. Poet (1957)

The “Canadian“ Pilot

“Farm-Air“

“Sometime after 1940, the Richard Henry Poet family moved west of 
Aumsville on the north side of Mill Creek Road.  Later, when the rural 
roads were named, Poet Road seemed to be an appropriate choice.
One of the Poet sons was Richard E. born in 1920.  Dick was a crop 
duster and had his own airfield (Oregon OR25, a/n).  The family had 
strong ties to Canada.  Dick spent a lot of time in British Columbia 
and used his plane for such work as taking hunters to remote areas.  
Unfortunately, he died there in October 1964 when the plane 
crashed.”
Carol Roller, Aumsville Historical Society
https://eu.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/local/stayton/2016/09/29/do-you-know-how-
poet-road-got-s-name/90866000/

Name: Richard Everet POET
Certificate: Commercial Pilot
Number:  368263
Date of Issue: 06/17/1960
Ratings:

Airplane Single Engine Land
  Airplane Single Engine Sea

Airplane Multiengine Land
(https://amsrvs.registry.faa.gov/airmeninquiry/Main.aspx) 

Poet participated to the Budworm projects, 
at least in the 1955 campaign, as a pilot of 
the Firm-Air Company, West Sacramento CA 
https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timel
ine-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-
1952-to-1973/1959-1960/

https://www.airnav.com/airport/OR25

https://eu.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/local/stayton/2016/09/29/do-you-know-how-poet-road-got-s-name/90866000/
https://eu.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/local/stayton/2016/09/29/do-you-know-how-poet-road-got-s-name/90866000/
https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/1959-1960/
https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/1959-1960/
https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/1959-1960/
https://www.airnav.com/airport/OR25


Fred Smith (1958)

The 1st New Brunswick Pilot, 1958

https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.co
m/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-
other-provinces-1952-to-1973/1958-2/

Great Circle Route 2,300 NM, actual route was longer.
“The ferry to New Brunswick“ needed a stop “every 150 
miles for fuel, which was 1.5 hours of flying time with a 30-
minute reserve. The rendezvous was at Watertown, New 
York, with all the other Stearmans on the project.
After that, they flew up the St. Lawrence River to Montreal 
then Rimouski, Quebec, where they met with the Chief Pilots 
of Forest Protection Limited, and obtained charts“.
https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-
new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/

https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/1958-2/
https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/1958-2/
https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/1958-2/
https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/
https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/


Albert Artur LaFleur (1959)

The 2nd New Brunswick Pilot, 1960

“LaFleur Crop Dusters, Inc.“

Name: Alber Artur LAFLEUR
Certificate: Commercial Pilot
Number:  537671
Date of Issue: 11/30/1962
Ratings:

Airplane Single Engine Land
Airplane Muliengine Land
Rotorcraft-Helicopter
Instrument

(https://amsrvs.registry.faa.gov/airmeninquiry/Main.aspx) 

https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-
stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/1959-1960/

1960 - DDT spraying campaign

Back from Canada, a new engine exchange was needed 
(October, 1960)

https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/1959-1960/
https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/1959-1960/


1951 - Preliminaries
“In the United States, in the states of Oregon and Washington, a large-scale spraying program 
against the spruce budworm had been iniRated in 1949, and had been undertaken in every year 
since. Encouraging reports on this program were coming in.” In New Brunswick, “no one knew 
whether a technique suitable for the Douglas fir forest of the northwest would fit condiXons in the 
conXnuous and highly suscepXble balsam fir and spruce forest of northern New Brunswick.”
In 1951, W.H. Irvine joined the project as aviaXon consultant. “In Yakima, Washington, Irvine found 
Al Baxter, a solid, chunky man with a big cigar and plenty of confidence, who said his oulit – 
Central Aircran – could do the job.”
According to a 1952 leaer from The New Brunswick InternaXonal Paper Company (W.H. Irvine, 
AviaXon Consultant) to interested operators in Canada and the United States, best results are 
obtained by Stearman AN75N1 equipped with a Wasp engine and boom-type spray rigs. There 
appeared to be only one in Canada, so several were hired from Central, who hired and trained 
Canadian pilots at the request of the Canadian government. The operaXon was paaerned “on 
operaXons carried out in Oregon, where forest spray operaXons have been carried out for years.”

“A lot of material and quotes has been taken from an unpublished and untitled 77-page Forest Protection Limited report that covered 
the years 1951 to 1960.“
https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/

Forest Spraying Stearmans in New Brunswick: 1952 to 1973

https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/
https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/


“Pilots earned over $1500 for the three-week season; many would leave immediately 
for the next job spraying cotton fields of the southern U.S.“
“The ferry to New Brunswick“ needed a stop “every 150 miles for fuel, which was 
1.5 hours of flying time with a 30-minute reserve. The rendezvous was at 
Watertown, New York, with all the other Stearmans on the project.
It was at Watertown where the airplanes were inspected by Canadian DOT 
(Department of Transportation) officials“.
Engines were required by Canadian Authorities to have less than 300 hours since 
their last overhaul. 
“After that, they flew up the St. Lawrence River to Montreal then Rimouski, Quebec, 
where they met with the Chief Pilots of Forest Protection Limited, and obtained 
charts.“

Stearmans were calibrated for a flow rate of 20 gallons per minute (DDT), which 
resulted in a 200 foot swath, 100 m.p.h. airspeed, and an application rate of 0.5 gal. 
per acre.
From: Forest Protection Limited 1966 Project: Report on Aircraft Calibration. R.E. Hanusiak, August 25, 1966. FPL 
Files.

https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-
provinces-1952-to-1973/

Forest Spraying Stearmans in New Brunswick: 1952 to 1973

https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/
https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/timeline-of-stearmans-in-new-brunswick-and-other-provinces-1952-to-1973/
https://chrisforestprotectionstearmans.wordpress.com/


N69248 in the Budworm Forrest Protection Project

1958 and 1960

1958 – New P&W R-985-AN3 450 HP engine 
installed in May (Canadian requirements).


