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Updates to Graduation Requirements



Key Updates to Requirements

Class of 2025 & beyond
• Beginning with Class of 2025, the US Naturalization 

test is required. Students must correctly answer 60/100 
questions to graduate. OAAP students are exempt.

• Beginning in school year 2024-2025, all students must 
complete and submit the FAFSA in order to graduate 
from an Oklahoma high school.
• Opt out can be completed by the parent/legal 

guardian, a student who is 18 or older, or the school 
counselor. 



Key Updates to Requirements

Class of 2029 & beyond
• Beginning with students entering the ninth grade in 

the 2025-2026 school year, students shall fulfill the 
requirement of Personal Financial Literacy during the 
tenth, eleventh, or twelfth grade.
• PFL instruction from grades 7 & 8 can no longer be used to 

fulfill these students’ graduation requirements.



Key Updates to Requirements

Class of 2030 & beyond
• Begins with students in the 8th grade in the 2025-26 

school year
• Students will no longer choose between college prep 

and core curriculum pathways.
• Math taken in 8th grade can count for high school 

credit if taught by a teacher certified in the 
corresponding high school course and taught to high 
school standards.

       House Bill 3278 (2024)

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2023-24%20ENR/hB/HB3278%20ENR.PDF


HB 3278
Graduation 

Changes

HB 2672
creates an 
emergency 

clause allowing 
immediate 

implementation

Beginning with students entering the 
eighth grade in the 2025-2026 school 
year, in order to graduate from a public 
high school accredited by the State 
Board of Education with a standard 
diploma, students shall complete a 
minimum of the following twentythree 
(23) curriculum units or sets of 
competencies at the secondary level:

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2023-24%20ENR/hB/HB3278%20ENR.PDF


HB 3278
Graduation 

Changes

HB 2672
creates an 
emergency 

clause allowing 
immediate 

implementation

Four units or sets of competencies of English 
to include
• Grammar,
• Composition, 
• Literature, 
• or any English course;

4 – English

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2023-24%20ENR/hB/HB3278%20ENR.PDF


HB 3278
Graduation 

Changes

HB 2672
creates an 
emergency 

clause allowing 
immediate 

implementation

Four units or sets of competencies of 
mathematics, 
• two of which shall be Algebra I and either 

Algebra II or Geometry.
• The other two units may include Algebra 

II, Geometry, Trigonometry, Math 
Analysis, Calculus, Statistics, Math of 
Finance, Computer Science, college 
courses approved for dual credit, an 
approved full-time postsecondary career 
and technology program, or locally 
approved math based application course, 
or any mathematics course with content 
and/or rigor above Algebra I;

4 – Mathematics

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2023-24%20ENR/hB/HB3278%20ENR.PDF


HB 3278
Graduation 

Changes

HB 2672
creates an 
emergency 

clause allowing 
immediate 

implementation

Three units or sets of competencies of laboratory 
science approved for college admission requirements 
including
• one unit or set of competencies of life science 

meeting the standards for Biology I; 
• one unit or set of competencies of physical 

science meeting the standards for Physical 
Science, Chemistry, or Physics; 

• and one unit or set of competencies from the 
domains of physical science, life science, or earth 
and space science, or approved fulltime 
postsecondary career and technology program or 
locally approved science based application 
course, or any science course with content and/or 
rigor above Biology I or Physical Science;

3 – Science

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2023-24%20ENR/hB/HB3278%20ENR.PDF


HB 3278
Graduation 

Changes

HB 2672
creates an 
emergency 

clause allowing 
immediate 

implementation

Three units or sets of competencies of 
history and citizenship skills including
• one unit of American History, 
• 1/2 unit of Oklahoma History, 
• 1/2 unit of United States Government, 
• and one unit from the subjects of History, 

Government, Geography, Economics, 
Civics, or non-Western culture;

3 – History & Citizenship 
Skills

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2023-24%20ENR/hB/HB3278%20ENR.PDF


HB 3278
Graduation 

Changes

HB 2672
creates an 
emergency 

clause allowing 
immediate 

implementation

Six pathway units or sets of competencies approved 
at the discretion of the school district board of 
education which align with each student's Individual 
Career and Academic Plan (ICAP) and may include, 
but are not limited to,
• any additional units or sets of competencies as 

provided in paragraphs 1 through 4 of this 
subsection, world or non-English language, 
computer technology, Junior Reserve Officers' 
Training Corps (JROTC), internship or 
apprenticeship programs,  career and technology 
education courses, concurrently enrolled courses, 
advanced placement courses, International 
Baccalaureate courses approved for college 
admission requirements, music, art, drama, 
speech, dance, media arts, or other approved 
courses; and

6 – Pathway Units

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2023-24%20ENR/hB/HB3278%20ENR.PDF


HB 3278
Graduation 

Changes

HB 2672
creates an 
emergency 

clause allowing 
immediate 

implementation

Three units or sets of competencies of 
elective courses approved by the school 
district board of education. 

3 – Electives

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2023-24%20ENR/hB/HB3278%20ENR.PDF


Pathway Units

• 6 pathway units aligned with a student’s Individual Career and 
Academic Plan (ICAP)

• A student's ICAP is designed to change with them as they learn 
more about themselves and the world of work.  A student's 
Career Goal may change as they engage in career exploration; 
the courses that align with their Goal are likely to shift as well.

• Pathway Units are not static.  Courses taken in 9th grade that 
align with the student's Goal at the time will count as pathway 
units -even if the student changes their Career Goals later in 
high school and the courses are no longer relevant to their 
desired career.



Oklahoma Career Pathways



Oklahoma Course Matrix



Building Career Pathways

• Using your current course offerings, determine how many Pathways you 

are able to offer

• Begin with the Pathways that align with student interest & workforce needs

• What format do you prefer?  Feel free to use the State examples as they are, 

or deconstruct them to build what works for your district

• Start by building in classes that all / most students take

     and use that as your foundation for all Pathways

https://bit.ly/OKCareerPathwaysResources 

https://bit.ly/OKCareerPathwaysResources


Locally Approved Math/Science

• Oklahoma House Bill 3278, amending 70 O.S. 2021, Section 11-
103.6, states: 
• “A school district shall determine the specific description of the locally 

approved math and science-based application courses allowed pursuant 
to paragraphs 2 and 3 of subsection D of this section.” 

• Best Practice Process
• Districts are encouraged to first seek approval from ODCTE and OSRHE to 

ensure courses meet minimum admissions requirement.
• Formal notification with the specific course description shall be provided 

to the SDE prior to July 1 of each school year.  The notification shall 
include what courses will be coded as locally approved math- and 
science-based application courses for the ensuing school year. 

• As enrollment begins in the early months of the prior Spring semester, 
the July 1st deadline is not for the July immediately preceding the school 
year. 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2023-24%20ENR/hB/HB3278%20ENR.PDF


CareerTech Programs

• HB 3278 (2024) allows for “an 
approved full-time postsecondary 
career and technology program” 
to be used to meet the 3rd and 4th 
mathematics course and one of 
the laboratory science course 
requirements.

• 2024-25 CareerTech Approved 
Programs for 3rd Math on the 
CORE Graduation Plan

• Resources can be found at 
https://oklahoma.gov/careertech/
educators/counseling-and-
career-development.html

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2023-24%20ENR/hB/HB3278%20ENR.PDF
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/careertech/educators/counseling-and-career-development/new-grad-req/24-25-3rd-math-list.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/careertech/educators/counseling-and-career-development/new-grad-req/24-25-3rd-math-list.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/careertech/educators/counseling-and-career-development/new-grad-req/24-25-3rd-math-list.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/careertech/educators/counseling-and-career-development.html
https://oklahoma.gov/careertech/educators/counseling-and-career-development.html
https://oklahoma.gov/careertech/educators/counseling-and-career-development.html


CareerTech Programs

• While these courses can be used to meet graduation 
requirements, please be advised that they may not 
meet college and university admission requirements.

• Questions should be directed to

Oklahoma CareerTech
Counseling and Career Development
ccd@careertech.ok.gov

https://secure.okcollegestart.org/College_Planning/Prepare_for_College/grades_to_make.aspx
mailto:ccd@careertech.ok.gov


Concurrent Enrollment

• Many schools partner with local colleges and universities to 
allow high school juniors and seniors to take credit bearing 
college courses while still in high school.  The Regents has 
created resources to address eligibility requirements and 
course equivalencies for Concurrent Enrollment.

• Questions should be directed to

OSRHE Director of Concurrent Enrollment Programs
Angel Icenhour
aicenhour@osrhe.edu 

https://secure.okcollegestart.org/College_Planning/Prepare_for_College/admission_requirements.aspx
https://content.xap.com/media/51474/sde_concurrent_to_hs_equivalencies.pdf
https://secure.okcollegestart.org/College_Planning/Prepare_for_College/concurrent_enrollment.aspx
mailto:aicenhour@osrhe.edu


OSRHE Course Review Form

• The Regents, Career Tech and 
OSDE have established a 
review process to ensure 
locally approved coursework 
aligns with admissions 
requirements for individual 
student post-secondary 
plans.

• OSRHE has created a review 
form for districts to submit 
potential courses which can 
be accessed at the following 
link: 
• OSRHE Course Review Form

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/618f1b3490a24efb953a34a58a814608


Higher Education 
Admission 

Requirements for 
Public Colleges 
and Universities

okcollegestart.org

This represents the minimum requirements for OK Promise Scholarship as well



Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate (ACGR) 
Calculations and Graduation Standards

Based on a recent USDE audit determination, Oklahoma 
public schools may not include students graduating on 
the CORE Curriculum pathway in the numerator for 
graduation rate calculations, but these graduates must 
be included in the denominator of the calculation.
As a result, schools with students graduating under the 
CORE Curriculum pathway will experience a decrease in 
their graduation rate in SY 2025-2026.
For schools with many such students, the decrease will 
be significant. 



USDE Guidelines – Challenging Standards

Under ESEA section 1111(b)(1)(D)(i) regarding 
challenging state academic standards: 
• Each State shall demonstrate that the 

challenging State academic standards are 
aligned with entrance requirements for credit-
bearing coursework in the system of public 
higher education in the State and relevant 
State career and technical education 
standards.



ACGR Calculations and Graduation Standards

How does this impact the class of 2030 and beyond?
• ESSA requires that for a student to be counted in the 

federal graduation cohort they must meet the 
requirements for both college entrance without 
remediation and career.

• OSRHE sets admission requirements for college entrance.
• For students to count in a district's ACGR, their coursework 

would need to align to the most rigorous standard, which 
is currently the OSRHE's course recommendations 
(provided on slide 24).



Helpful Resources

2030 Graduation 
• Graduation FAQs
• Class of 2030 Graduation Checklist
• Graduation Toolkit

FAFSA Bill, FAQ, and Opt-Out
• FAFSA FAQs
• FAFSA Opt-Out

ACGR resources
• District ACGR FAQs
• ACGR Parent Letter

these have been previously sent out and
will be available on the new website soon!

https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/assessments/assessment-guidance/Graduation%20FAQs%2011202024%20.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/assessments/assessment-guidance/2030%20Grad%20Requirements%20fillable.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/assessments/assessment-guidance/OWN%20YOUR%20VOYAGE_Final_12.4.24.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/student-development/college-and-career-readiness/FAFSA-FAQs.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/student-development/college-and-career-readiness/FAFSA-Opt-out.pdf


Helpful Contacts

Accountability
405-522-5169

Accountability@sde.ok.gov

Accreditation
405-521-3335

SDE.Accreditation@sde.ok.gov

Standards and Learning
405-521-4287

https://oklahoma.gov/education/s
ervices/standards-learning.html

Student Development
405-521-3301

StudentDevelopment@sde.ok.gov

mailto:Accountability@sde.ok.gov
mailto:Accountability@sde.ok.gov
https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/standards-learning.html
https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/standards-learning.html
mailto:StudentDevelopment@sde.ok.gov
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