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Classroom
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“The strongest predictor of both sustained 
implementation and sustained improved 
student outcomes was implementation of 

classroom PBIS systems.”
McIntosh et al., 2017
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https://pbisapps.wistia.com/medias/uhkgj8pf29


School 
Climate

School 
Culture

Classrooms with Effective Instructional practices increases the likelihood of success for all students.

Teacher 
Behaviors

Routines & 
Procedures

Student 
Behaviors

Expectations 
& Rules

View Your Classroom as a System
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The Why
• Prerequisite for Academics
• Create Consistency & Structure
• We teach what we want students to know and what to 

do…not what not to do.
The How

• Teach like Core Academics
• Review the rationale
• Describe specifics; examples and non-examples
• Allow students to practice
• Acknowledge desired/expected behavior

Developing Classroom Supports - Georgia DOE
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Oklahoma School Climate Transformation

“If a child doesn’t know how to read, we teach.”
“If a child doesn’t know how to swim, we teach.”

“If a child doesn’t know how to multiply, we teach.”
“If a child doesn’t know how to drive, we teach.”

“If a child doesn’t know how to behave, we… …teach? 
…punish?”

“Why can’t we finish the last sentence as 
automatically as we do the others?”

(Horner, 1998)
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Teaching Expectations, Rules & Procedures

• 3-5 positively stated – simple 
and age appropriate 

• Observable and measurable
• Communicate desired behaviors 
• Aligned with school-wide 

expectations
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Consider: Rules & Procedures
What does it sound like?

• What kind of voice should be used? 
Silent or noisy?

• Choral response vs. individual 
response

• Using respectful language/manners

What does it look like?
● How to enter the class and begin to 

work
● How to predict the schedule for the 

day
● What to do if you do not have 

materials
● What to do if you need help
● What to do if you need to go to the 

bathroom
● What to do if you are handing in late 

material
● What to do if someone is bothering 

you
● Take Turns/Listen to each other

7
Developing Classroom Supports - Georgia DOE



Classroom Procedures by Expectation
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Routine by 
Expectation

Entering 
Classroom Bell Work Small Group 

Activity
Leaving 

Classroom

Be Safe

● Stay in 
designated 
area

● Push chair 
under desk

Be Respectful

● Walk quietly to 
your area

● Use kindness 
with partners

● Maintain voice 
level of 1

Be Responsible

● Place 
homework in 
the correct 
tray

● Bring 
materials

● Independently 
start on your 
work

● Do your part ● Clean-up your 
area

● Take your 
belongings 
with you
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Classroom Procedures by Expectation
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Routine by 
Expectation

Entering 
Classroom Bell Work Small Group 

Activity
Leaving 

Classroom

Be Safe

Be Respectful

Be Responsible

What are your 

expectations & routines?
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Tier 1 
Practice

Teach
Expected 
Behavior

Tier 1 
Product
Behavior 

Expectation Lesson
Plan - Classroom 
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Rich & Stein (2019)

Teach Expected 
Behavior
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Rich & Stein (2019)

Behavior 
Expectations
Lesson Plan

13



14

I DO
Demonstrate 

WE DO
Guided Practice

YOU DO
Independent Practice



Rich & Stein (2019)

Purpose of Behavior Lesson Plans
● Demonstrate examples and non-examples of appropriate 

behavior in each setting
● Lets the students practice the appropriate behaviors
● Allows teacher feedback on how the students perform the 

behaviors in a practice setting
● Teaches the expectations where the behaviors will actually 

occur! 
● Differentiate as needed
● Acknowledge small accomplishments

Teaching Students Expected Behaviors

15



OK Transform 
Lesson Plan 

Template
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wDTxx_dblLmKpORJqjTZd3HxE1B9YpQmtO2-g5sZlYU/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wDTxx_dblLmKpORJqjTZd3HxE1B9YpQmtO2-g5sZlYU/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wDTxx_dblLmKpORJqjTZd3HxE1B9YpQmtO2-g5sZlYU/copy


Rich & Stein (2019)

EXAMPLE

Insert y
our sc

hools l
esso

n plan 
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Rich & Stein (2019)

EXAMPLE
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Rich & Stein (2019)

EXAMPLE

Insert y
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Rich & Stein (2019)

EXAMPLE

Insert y
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Oklahoma School Climate Transformation

● Define appropriate coping skills
○ Teach students how to identify emotions
○ Give them a feelings vocabulary

● Allow students opportunity to practice using coping 
skills (when they are not upset)

● Allow student to choose a coping skill that works 
best for them

Trauma Informed Considerations
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Oklahoma School Climate Transformation

Be INTENTIONAL
Use LESSON PLANS

Get STUDENTS INVOLVED
Have FUN

Teaching Students Expected Behaviors
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Resources & 
References

Fun Ideas for Teaching 
 Behavior Expectations
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For more information, check-out: 
• Oklahoma School Climate 

Transformation Website
• Center on PBIS: 

Classroom
• Florida Positive Behavioral 

Interventions & Support 
Project: Classroom 

• MO SW-PBIS: Tier 1 
Classroom Practices
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https://sde.ok.gov/school-climate-transformation-grant
https://sde.ok.gov/school-climate-transformation-grant
https://www.pbis.org/topics/classroom-pbis
https://www.pbis.org/topics/classroom-pbis
https://flpbis.cbcs.usf.edu/tiers/classroom.html
https://flpbis.cbcs.usf.edu/tiers/classroom.html
https://flpbis.cbcs.usf.edu/tiers/classroom.html
https://pbismissouri.org/tier-1-effective-classroom-practices/
https://pbismissouri.org/tier-1-effective-classroom-practices/


Oklahoma School Climate Transformation

Technical Assistance Resources and Ideas

Classroom Example - Elementary
● Connect with students. 

● Establish rapport 

● Use interactive methods to 
teach expectations

● Reinforce positive behaviors 
through verbal praise
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vaedonG8-_Q


Oklahoma School Climate Transformation

Technical Assistance Resources and Ideas

Classroom Example - Secondary
● Connect with students. 

● Establish rapport 

● Use interactive methods to 
teach expectations

● Reinforce positive behaviors 
through verbal praise
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eUiWFntut00
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