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CHN Housing Partners, EDEN, CVS Health, Community Partners, Funders and Residents Celebrate the Ribbon Cutting of the Lotus

The Lotus, a first of its kind in Cleveland, serves young adults exiting homelessness through supportive housing and wraparound services

Cleveland, April 25, 2025 – CHN Housing Partners (CHN) and Emerald Development and Economic Network (EDEN) hosted a ribbon cutting today for the Lotus supportive housing development in Cleveland’s St. Clair Superior neighborhood. The Lotus, a 50-unit building, provides safe, stable and affordable housing and wraparound services for young adults (ages 18-24) and includes both one-and two-bedroom units to ensure adequate space for young adults who are parenting while experiencing homelessness.

"The Lotus is the culmination of several years of thoughtful planning by incredible partners to create a development that is focused on helping young adults stabilize and take the necessary steps to self-sufficiency,” said Kevin Nowak, president and CEO of CHN. “We are incredibly proud of the commitment and engagement from the young adults with lived experience to help shape this development to one that will best support them and the contributions of the many partners and funders that made the Lotus possible.”

Long-time partners, CHN and EDEN developed the concept of The Lotus alongside a team consisting of Enterprise Community Partners, the Sisters of Charity Foundation, A Place 4 Me and its affiliated REACH Youth Action Board. CHN Housing Partners and EDEN are the development partners and co-owners, with CHN as lead developer and EDEN as co-developer and property manager. On-site supportive services are provided by The Centers.

Of the carefully planned building, Elaine Gimmel, EDEN’s executive director stated, “We are grateful to have been able to work with our partners to bring this development from conception to reality—which was guided by the invaluable input of members of the REACH Board. Our hope is that The Lotus will be a foundation for the residents to build on, and that it provides them with support and connection tailored to their needs.”
-more-
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An approximately $18.8 million investment in the St. Clair Superior neighborhood, the Lotus is primarily funded through the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) program from the Ohio Housing Finance Agency. CVS Health serves as the equity investor for The Lotus and the Ohio Capital Corporation for Housing is the syndicator. Additional funders include the City of Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, the Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, the Federal Home Loan Bank of Cincinnati, the Cleveland Foundation and the Sandstone Foundation. JPMorganChase provided the construction loan. Project-based rental subsidy is provided by Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Authority and the Cuyahoga County Continuum of Care. 

With the addition of their $11.4 million investment in The Lotus, CVS Health has invested more than $79 million in affordable housing across Ohio, helping to create or preserve more than 1,893 housing units. In addition to stable housing, residents of The Lotus will also have access to the CVS Health Workforce Innovation and Talent Center in Cleveland, which offers hands-on training programs for individuals looking for meaningful employment as pharmacy technicians and retail associates. The company will also be donating Welcome Home Baskets filled with home essentials to be given to the young residents as they move into their new homes.

“When young people have access to stable housing, they’re better equipped to prioritize and maintain their health and overall well-being,” said Keli Savage, head of Impact Investments for CVS Health. “Through our investment and collaboration with CHN Housing Partners and Emerald Development and Economic Network, residents of The Lotus will have safe and supportive housing that also provides access to the important resources and services they need to maintain stability, create positive changes, and ultimately lead healthier lives.” 

The Lotus was intentionally designed to meet the needs of residents, guided by the input of young adults with lived experiences. Named by the young adults on the REACH Youth Action Board, the Lotus is a symbol of resilience and rebirth, exactly what the development strives to be for all who call the Lotus home. The Lotus is currently being leased by referrals from the Cuyahoga County Continuum of Care.   

"Every resident, especially our young people, deserves a safe place to call home and a strong foundation for growth, healing, and opportunity," said Cuyahoga County Executive Chris Ronayne. "Cuyahoga County is proud to support The Lotus. This transformative housing development invests in the potential of young adults who are essential to the future of our community. We look forward to The Lotus providing stability, support, and the resources they need to succeed."

Joining Kevin Nowak, Elaine Gimmel, Keli Savage and County Executive Chris Ronayne at today’s ribbon cutting were Cleveland City Councilman Anthony Hairston, County Councilwoman Yvonne Conwell, State Representative Terrence Upchurch, City of Cleveland’s Development Chief, Jeff Epstein, Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services Chief of Staff, John Annarino, Ohio Chamber of Commerce President and CEO, Steve Stivers, A Place 4 Me Assistant Director, Christie Sozio, representatives of U.S. Senator Bernie Moreno and U.S. Senator John Husted, young adults with lived experiences and Lotus residents. 

“The Lotus represents a significant investment in the St. Clair Superior neighborhood, providing vital, safe, 
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and affordable housing for our young adults,” said Councilman Anthony Hairston, who represents Cleveland’s 10th Ward. “This development is more than just bricks and mortar; it's a foundation for our residents to build their lives, offering them the support and connection they need to thrive.”

The development team broke ground on the Lotus in August 2022 and construction was completed in the fall of 2024. 
### 

ABOUT CHN HOUSING PARTNERS        
Founded in 1981, CHN Housing Partners is a large-scale affordable housing developer, housing service provider and residential lender that works with its partners to solve major housing challenges for low-income people and underserved communities in Ohio, Michigan, Pennsylvania and New York. CHN partners with utility companies, financial institutions and public agencies to manage and deliver large-scale housing resources. CHN also partners with people—low-income individuals, families, seniors, the disabled and the homeless—to improve their housing stability. CHN’s impact in Cleveland includes 3,200 new homeowners, the housing stability services it provides annually to more than 60,000 individuals, and the development of 7,100 new homes. CHN is a chartered member of the NeighborWorks America network. http://www.chnhousingpartners.org     

ABOUT EDEN 
Founded in 1991, EDEN’s mission is to provide housing solutions to people facing the 
challenges of housing insecurities and homelessness. EDEN provides housing assistance to approximately 3600 households each month, focusing mainly on people living with disabilities and those who are experiencing homelessness. Additionally, EDEN is the primary provider of the Rapid Re-Housing Program in Cuyahoga County. EDEN now owns and manages more than 250 units of scattered-site housing for individuals and families who have a member connected to the behavioral health system. The agency also owns and manages 14 Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) buildings with 850 units of housing for persons experiencing homelessness, focusing on long-term homelessness.  EDEN also owns the Norma Herr Women’s Center, which is the primary shelter in Cuyahoga County for adult women.  https://www.edencle.org

ABOUT CVS HEALTH
[bookmark: OLE_LINK26]CVS Health® is a leading health solutions company building a world of health around every consumer, wherever they are. As of December 31, 2024, the Company had more than 9,000 retail pharmacy locations, more than 1,000 walk-in and primary care medical clinics, a leading pharmacy benefits manager with approximately 90 million plan members, and a dedicated senior pharmacy care business serving more than 800,000 patients per year. The Company also serves an estimated more than 36 million people through traditional, voluntary and consumer-directed health insurance products and related services, including highly rated Medicare Advantage offerings and a leading standalone Medicare Part D prescription drug plan. The Company’s integrated model uses personalized, technology driven services to connect people to simply better health, increasing access to quality care, delivering better outcomes, and lowering overall costs.
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