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Ohio Prevention PRofessionals Association 
Honors Youth Prevention LEADERS 
Youth-Led Prevention Takes Center Stage at OPPA Youth Prevention Showcase
(Columbus, OH) – The Ohio Prevention Professionals Association (OPPA), Ohio’s membership association for prevention professionals and advocates, recognized five young Ohioans for their commitment to prevention on the local and/or state level. The 2024 OPPA Youth Prevention Awards were presented at the OPPA Youth Prevention Showcase, hosted February 12, 2025.

The OPPA Youth Prevention Awards have been presented since 2016. Members of OPPA nominate candidates for the awards.

The 2024 OPPA Youth Prevention Award honorees:

OPPA Youth Prevention Excellence Award for exemplary efforts to amplify prevention across Ohio: Carmen Marbley

OPPA Youth Prevention Advocate Award for being a prevention advocate and role model to their peers: Addie Powell

OPPA Youth Community Champion Award for going beyond expectations to champion prevention in their community: Alex Gnau and Trinity Collins

OPPA Youth Prevention Alumni Award for supporting and promoting prevention as a young adult: Maddie McCutcheon

Narratives describing each award recipient’s contributions to prevention are available at www.ohiopreventionprofessionals.org/events/oppa-youth-prevention-awards. 

The Showcase, an annual OPPA event, also featured presentation of three prevention interventions developed and implemented by Ohio youth.

The three spotlighted interventions:
· Here's The Deal - A gambling prevention workshop developed and facilitated by the teens of Marion & Crawford Counties Teen Institute.
· Personal Growth Night: Unplugged - A program centered on reducing the use of electronic devices, as a means of changing norms around building personal connection with peers and reducing mental health risks, planned and implemented by the teens of Youth to Youth in Franklin County.
· We Are Change Rally - A statewide event planned the Ohio Youth-Led Prevention Network Youth Council, bringing together 1,000 prevention youth and adult allies to raise awareness, network, and celebrate youth-led prevention.
“Ohio’s youth prevention leaders are engaged in important initiatives throughout our state, from prevention education to environmental strategies,” said OPPA Executive Director Jim Ryan. “We are proud to elevate the work of these motivated, creative teens.”

The Showcase was co-sponsored by Envision Partnerships, the Ohio Center of Excellence for Behavioral Health Prevention and Promotion, Prevention Action Alliance, and Youth to Youth. 

Caption for attached photo: OPPA 2024 Youth Prevention Award recipients, left to right: Carmen Marbley, Alex Gnau, Addie Powell, Trinity Collins, Maddie McCutcheon.
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