
USDA FOODS IN 
SCHOOLS 

SCHOOL YEAR 
2025-2026



    



$6,754,312 

North Dakota’s Entitlement 
Amount

• Based on 23/24 total school lunches (15,009,582 – State 
total)

• Entitlement will be recalculated  in November/2025 to reflect 
24/25 total lunches

• Entitlement is calculated by multiplying the number of total 
lunches claimed by the previous school year times the USDA 
per-meal rate

• Example: District served 68,550 of school lunches in the 
24/25 school year
• 68,550 (total meals) X .4600 (per-meal rate) = 

$31,533



42%

11%

47%

Brown Box 42%

DoD Fresh 11%

Bulk Food (Processed) 47%

Foods 
Purchased 
for SY 25/26



Entitlement in ND Foods



Entitlement - ND Foods



How do you spend 
your Entitlement?



Processed Foods
Cargill – Egg Products

Bacon and Cheese Eggstravaganza

WG French Toast SticksColby Cheese Omelet 

Grilled Egg Patty

Precooked Scrambled Eggs

Egg Bites w/Turkey Sausage 
& Cheese



Processed Foods
Cavendish – Potato Products

½” Crinkle Cut

Golden Nuggets

Seasoned Diced

Fine Coat Shoestring

Hash Brown Patties

Spicy Straight Cut

3/8” Clear Coat Low Sodium 



Processed Foods
Land O Lakes – Cheese 

Shredded Cheeses: 
• Cheddar & Monterey Jack

• Mild Cheddar

• Mozzarella 

Cheese Cups: 
• Queso Jalapeno 

• Cheddar Dip Cup

Cheese Sauce Pouches: 
• Jalapeno 

• Cheddar 

String Cheese

Mac & Cheese
Sliced 
American 
Cheese

Cheddar Cubes



Processed Food 
Pilgrims Pride Chicken (white/dark combination)

Popcorn Smackers

Homestyle Chicken Nugget

Chicken Patty Diced Chicken

Hot & Spicy Chicken Patty Chicken Strips



Processed Foods
Tyson Chicken – White/Dark Items

Chicken Fajita Strips Chicken Patty Hot & Spicy Chicken Patty

Diced Chicken Chicken Crispy Patty

Chicken Strips

Hot & Spicy Chicken Strip Chicken Nugget

Chicken Fries

Popcorn Chicken



Processed Foods
Tyson Chicken – White Items

Chicken Breast Chunks Chicken Wings Chicken Breast

Crispy Chicken Patty Chicken Strips



Processed Foods
Tyson Chicken – Dark Items

Chicken Fajita Strips

Chicken Sausage Patties

Mesquite Glazed Drumstick

Corn Dog

Breaded Drumstick



Processed Food
Tyson / AdvancePierre - Beef

Flame broiled 2.30 oz Beef Patty

Hillshire Farms Beef Crumbles 2.4 oz

Flame Grilled 3 oz Beef Patty

AdvancePierre Deluxe Meatballs .5 oz.



Processed Foods
Yangs

General Tso’s Chicken Sweet and Sour Chicken

Orange Chicken Teriyaki Chicken



DoD Fresh Program
Minimum of $150 

Inspect produce at the time of delivery 
• Reject non-domestic produce
• Reject produce that does not meet U.S. No. 1 Standards
• Document issues on delivery documents & in FFAVORS

Receipt in FFAVORS within two days
• FFAVORS will not allow you to place an order if you have a past due receipt

Report issues with produce quality, condition, availability, or delivery
• Take photos
• Report issues to : 

• Tara Koster tkoster@nd.gov
• Chul Ha (Spencer) Chul.Ha@dla.mil
• Sharon Roth sharon.roth@dla.mil
• Cash-Wa Fargoinsidesales@cashwa.com

mailto:tkoster@nd.gov
mailto:Chul.Ha@dla.mil
mailto:sharon.roth@dla.mil
mailto:Fargoinsidesales@cashwa.com


School Food 
Orders



SY 25/26 Foods 
Ordered



Do you struggle 
to use ALL your 
entitlement?



Ask yourself:
Am I utilizing all my entitlement?

When do I start my planning?
• Am I planning early enough?

Do I run velocity reports from my distributor?
• Are there items that I am ordering commercially that can be ordered from USDA Foods?

Do I start with my menu?
• Is my menu created before I fill out the planning tool?
• Am I serving USDA foods daily in my menu?

What is my process for planning and ordering USDA Foods?



The school receives $20,715 in entitlement

• ADP – 95 high school & 180 elementary

• Create your menu (cycle)
• Ensure USDA Foods are used every day

• Brown box – processed foods – DoD 
Fresh

• Fill out the planning tool





 





Future Updates to 
ND Foods – 

Annual 
Survey/Customer 

Orders



Warehouse and 
Transportation Fees

How are they calculated?

Per hundred weight



Transportation Fees 

$ 40.71 per case

$ 20.35 per case



ND USDA Foods Advisory Council
Current Members:
• Cindy Wall – Jamestown Public School – Southeast Region

• Bridette Startz – Oak Grove Lutheran School – Southeast Region

• Carly Beyer – Circle of Nations Public School – Southeast Region

• Becky Elliot – Alexander Public School - Northwest Region

• Terri Morgel – Bowbells Public School – Northwest Region

• Tara Koster – State Agency

• Amy Nelson – State Agency

Past Members (terms end 10/1/2025):
• Lexi Huber – Lamoure Public School – Northwest Region 

• Dana Reith – West Fargo Public School – Southeast Region



Northwest Region

Southwest Region (2 needed)

Northeast Region

Southeast Region

   



Upcoming Procurement

BULK BEEF (BEEF PATTIES, MEATBALLS, 
CRUMBLES, ETC.)

BULK MOZZARELLA (PIZZA-TYPE 
ITEMS)



Surveys / Information
• October monthly survey – August 4th through May 5

• Survey Scheduled is in your folder
• Processed Food survey – Late September
• USDA Foods in Schools Update
• Booth Deliveries

• Bob – East 
• Duwane – West

• Route 98 – Moved to week C
•  The delivery schedule and route list are listed in your folder



Record Retention – 
USDA Foods
• 7 CFR § 250.16(a)(4) (USDA Donated Foods): 

• "The distributing agency, or recipient agency, as 
appropriate, must maintain accurate and complete 
records with respect to the receipt, distribution, and 
inventory of donated foods, including end products 
processed from donated foods, and with respect to other 
aspects of its operations, as required in this part or in 
other FNS instructions. Such records must be retained for 
a period of three years from the close of the Federal 
fiscal year to which they pertain, or longer if required by 
other Federal or State regulations or if related to 
unresolved audit findings or legal actions.



THANK 
YOU

Tara Koster
tkoster@nd.gov

701-328-3210 or 701-426-9159

mailto:tkoster@nd.gov
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