
 

 

 

TO: Educator Preparation Programs (EPPs) and Local Education Agencies (LEAs) 
Participating in the SAEF Grant for the Registered Apprenticeship Program in 
Teaching (RAP-T) 

FROM: Laurie Matzke, Chief of Program Development & Growth, NDDPI 
Dr. Rebecca Pitkin, Executive Director, ESPB 

DATE: August 1, 2025 

RE: New Flexibility on RAP-T Apprentices Serving as Teacher of Record  

 

This memo is intended to share new flexibility on a current requirement of the RAP-T, 
funded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s SAEF Grant and administered by the North 
Dakota Department of Public Instruction (NDDPI). 

As outlined in the joint Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed by both the EPP and 
the LEA, apprentices are strictly prohibited from serving as the Teacher of Record (TOR) at 
any time during their participation in the RAP-T program. This stipulation ensures that 
apprentices gain the necessary supervised instructional experience while completing their 
degree and licensure requirements. 

The MoU explicitly states in Section V, Paragraph E: “The Employer and EPP shall ensure 
that apprentices will not serve as the teacher-of-record during the program. Apprentices 
will be able to be a teacher of record once all certification and preparation requirements 
have been satisfied.” 

However, it has come to our attention that paraprofessionals enrolled as RAP-T apprentices 
are being asked by their employer to serve as TOR. Therefore, under the following limited 
circumstances, RAP-T apprentices may now serve as TOR: 

1. An apprentice qualifies for the Pre-Service Teaching Authorization if all coursework 
for their degree has been completed except for the “student teaching” course, or in 
the case of an apprentice who holds a bachelor’s degree, all coursework except for 
“student teaching” has been completed. 

2. The apprentice must apply for the Pre-Service Teaching Authorization, submits all 
required documentation according to ESPB’s instructions, and is awarded the 
authorization. For more information, click here.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.nd.gov%252Fespb%252Flicensure%252Fpre-service-teaching-authorization%2F1%2F010101986730fc1c-fd9dff8b-7c7d-4432-9189-3fbfeaa6a3e9-000000%2FpU-GYBwj9DWIDqlDkzsMEWPhQs5f5Sa6WjJGlAxzZIU%3D416&data=05%7C02%7Ckmschaff%40nd.gov%7C2760fa894dec4d3fcbc108ddd134e1c2%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638896747252155936%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FfDjw4FttqIW7kFXu983kbRrJyqtlHzNL8OQ1EBmXnA%3D&reserved=0


3. An individual who holds a 4-year degree, and a minimum of 30 credits in the content 
area to be taught, may also be eligible to an Alternate Access License. 

4. The apprentice must apply for the Alternate Access license, submit all required 
documentation according to ESPB’s instructions and be awarded the license. For 
more information, click here.  

Please ensure that all staff involved in apprentice placement and scheduling are aware of 
this restriction and that apprentices are only assigned instructional duties appropriate to 
their role as paraprofessionals, always under the direct supervision of a fully licensed 
cooperating teacher or have applied for and been awarded the Pre-Service Teaching 
Authorization from ESPB. 

If you have any questions about this guidance, you may contact Laurie Matzke or Dr. 
Rebecca Pitkin. For program questions, please contact Program Administrator, Dr. Lynn 
Hammonds. 

Thank you for your continued commitment to this important work of preparing our 
paraprofessionals to become North Dakota licensed teachers. 
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