Embracing AI in Education: North Dakota's New K-12 AI Guidance Framework
In a rapidly evolving digital landscape, artificial intelligence (AI) is no longer just a buzzword—it's becoming an integral part of our daily lives, including education. Recognizing this shift, the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction (NDDPI) has introduced a new K-12 AI Guidance Framework designed to help schools navigate AI's complex and exciting world!
The ND K-12 AI Guidance Framework doesn't impose strict rules on how schools should adopt AI. Instead, it offers a flexible, gradual approach, encouraging schools to consider the question: "What can we do today, next week, next month, or even next year to integrate AI into our school systems?" This allows for a thoughtful and measured adoption of AI, tailored to each school's unique circumstances and readiness.
At the heart of this framework is a commitment to keeping education's core mission front and center—preparing our North Dakota learners for the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. AI is set to play a significant role in their futures, making familiarity with this technology essential. The framework provides guidance, checklists, and resources not only for teachers and administrators but also for parents, who may feel apprehensive about AI's role in education.
One of the standout features of the framework is its implementation roadmap, which includes tailored checklists for different roles within the school system. For instance, administrators are encouraged to explore how AI can handle routine tasks, such as writing emails or scheduling, freeing up time for more strategic initiatives. Teachers, on the other hand, are provided with a list of AI tools that can help generate lesson plans, quizzes, and presentations, significantly reducing their workload and allowing more time for direct student engagement. 
The framework also emphasizes AI's potential to make education more accessible. For students with disabilities, AI-powered tools like speech transcription services can be transformative, offering new ways to engage with educational content.
In addition to practical resources, the framework offers a wealth of educational material, including definitions of key AI terms, a history of AI, and recommendations tailored by grade level. For younger students, like 2nd graders, the focus is on understanding that AI is not a real person, while high school students are guided on how to use AI responsibly and ethically.
Looking ahead, NDDPI is partnering with Microsoft and the Northwest Council for Computer Education (NCCE) to develop and deliver immersive professional development opportunities for teachers on AI. More details on this exciting initiative will be shared soon—stay tuned!
With this comprehensive and forward-thinking approach, NDDPI is proud to be leading the way in equipping educators and learners with the tools and knowledge they need to thrive in an AI-driven world.

