The North Carolina - Moldova Bilateral Partnership


Program Proposal
 STEAMing Across Borders: Empowering Youth from the Republic of Moldova in Science 
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics)
Dates of Execution: August 2025 through June of 2026
Program Implementing Agency: Academy for Innovation and Change through Education (AICE), Chisinau Moldova. https://aice.md/  
Project Goals/Objectives: The project aims to promote youth leadership in STEM/STEAM by connecting high school students aged 14–16 from Moldova and schools around the world in collaborative, hands-on, interdisciplinary projects that focus on real-world problem-solving.
School Commitment: Each participating school will commit to delivering 4–5 sessions per month (either during STEAM classes or as extracurricular clubs), working in international teams of 3 schools to implement monthly themed modules on topics such as green school architecture, sustainable agriculture, digital storytelling, water innovation, fractals in nature, and community-based data research.
How it will be conducted:  Each partner school in North Carolina will receive monthly scenarios with practical activities to be implemented with their students, in parallel with the students from the partner school in Moldova. 
The culmination of each monthly module will be a STEAM group project. All participating teams will have the opportunity to showcase their projects in a virtual exhibit and cast their votes for the most creative submissions.




AICE encourages North Carolina partner schools to use these scenarios as a starting point. They will have the flexibility to adapt them as they see fit, whether by simplifying tasks, adding more hands-on activities, or introducing new examples and games.
AICE will provide comprehensive guidance and support throughout the duration of this project.
Classes/teams will communicate through a hybrid communication model (Zoom, Google Meet, Google Classroom, Flipgrid, VoiceThread), where students can interact synchronously or asynchronously. Friendly competitions and interactive quizzes at the end of each month to share results and vote for the most creative ideas.  There will be a final virtual exhibition to showcase all student projects globally. Each module addresses real-life challenges and is designed to foster both scientific inquiry and creativity.  
Check out this scenario as an example https://educatieinteractiva.md/page/13611
Type of Schools: AICE is currently seeking to invite high schools in NC with an interest in STEAM education, global citizenship, and cross-cultural collaboration to become partners in this initiative. AICE would like to focus on schools from rural and economically disadvantaged communities, however high schools in other areas will be welcomed.  
Benefits: Participating teachers will receive official international certificates recognizing 8 credits / 240 hours of engagement, while all students will be awarded certificates of participation. Additionally, participating teachers will earn the six micro-credentials required for attaining the North Carolina Global Educator Digital Badge.
Participants:  This program is coordinated and implemented by the Academy for Innovation and Change through Education (AICE), a non-governmental organization from the Republic of Moldova, and in partnership with UN Women and the European Union, with the support of the Ministry of Education and Research of the Republic of Moldova and the Chisinau Department of Education, Youth and Sport.




Project Phases: 
1. Registration due by October 1, 2025, You can register your school at the following location.
 https://forms.gle/9LN5b4eRJLTpqaTP9
2. Teacher Orientation – Online training for teachers to introduce the project and collaboration format.
3. Team Formation – Schools will be grouped in international teams of three
4. Implementation (October 2025 – June 2026) – 9 months of STEAM modules + final virtual exhibition.
5. Certificate distribution and global recognition.

More information and contacts: 
Academy for Innovation and Change through Education (AICE)
academiaaise@gmail.com 

Matt Handley
International Communication Specialist
NC Department of Secretary of State
MHandley@sosnc.gov

Kelly Schultz
Standards Implementation Specialist
NC Department of Public Instruction 
Kelly.Schultz@dpi.nc.gov

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1XfEVfJGsc/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1CAghwxg6E/
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