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Agenda

» Statewide COVID-19 Updates
* K-12 COVID-19 Testing — Updates and Further Expansion
* COVID Vaccine Distribution — Updates and Resources

* StrongSchoolsNC Toolkit Updates

NCDHHS Team Members:

— Dr. Betsey Tilson — State Health Director and Chief Medical Officer
— Rebecca Planchard, Senior Policy Advisor
— Natalie Ivanov— Director, COVID-19 Testing
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Statewide COVID-19 Updates

Rebecca Planchard, Senior Policy Advisor
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Case Rates Plateau Across Most Age Groups

Case rates have plateaued or slightly increased across all age groups,

except among the 65+ age group in which case rates continue to decline.

NC COVID-19 Cases per 100,000 Population by Age
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Case Rates Decline Across Race/Ethnicity Categories

Racial and ethnic disparities have narrowed considerably since January

but Black or African American rates increased in recent weeks.

NC COVID-19 Cases per NC COVID-19 Cases per
100,000 Population by Race 100,000 Population by Ethnicity
Race White Black or African American American Indian Alaskan Native Asian | Hispanic Ethnicity No Yes |
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K-12 Reported Clusters — as of 4/4/21

e 206 total K-12 clusters since June 2020

— 129 at public schools, 77 at private schools

— Remember: much smaller number of private schools versus public schools in the
state

* 1,840 cases associated with all K-12 clusters
— 1,205 cases among students and 635 cases among staff
— 1,003 cases among public schools, 837 among private schools

45 currently active clusters (approx. 30% decline from last month)
— 34 at public schools, 11 at private schools

North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services



K-12 COVID-19 Testing — Updates
and Further Expansion

Natalie Ivanov— Director, COVID-19 Testing
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Review: CDC and NCDHHS recommends
COVID-19 testing in K-12 schools

« Testing should be combined with other key s o0l O
mitigation strategies (StrongSchoolsNC
requirements), e.g., universal mask use,
physical distancing, handwashing and
maintaining clean facilities

« Diagnostic testing for individuals who exhibit
symptoms of COVID-19 at school or have recent
known close contact to a person with COVID-19

« Screening testing for all K-12 staff (adults) on a
regular, routine basis (e.g., weekly)

North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services



Screening testing can help students and staff
safely continue in-person learning

We all want kids to learn in person and school staff to have a safe work environment

NC pilot schools indicated that
testing at school helped their
staff and students come back to
school more quickly and
confidently

! Evidence from national studies
found that weekly testing of all
. students, teachers and staff can
P, J reducein-school infections by an
i estimated 50%

Testing at school increases
access for students,
families and staff who may
not be able to find a testing
center or afford a test in their ;‘ »
community & ""\

Source: The Rockefeller Foundation
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https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/K-12-NTAP_FINAL.pdf

Example: Screening Testing in Action
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Phases of NCDHHS COVID-19 Testing Program in NC K-12 Schools

From December 2020 to
February 2021, NC DHHS piloted
diagnostic testing in K-12 schools

Phase 2) In March, NC DHHS opened up
this opportunity to all schools and
expanded to include screening testing

*NEW?* Phase 3) Federal Funding has
been made available for states upon
application, specifically to facilitate end-
to-end screening testing support for K-12
schools, further expanding testing to
more schools across the state

North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services



Phase 2 Screening Testing Statistics — As of 4/1/21

Test Distributions (as of 4/1) Program Updates
Last week (3/26- 4/1)

= Extended testing option to non-public schools as
of 3/18 and hosted webinar 3/26 attended by 60
individuals

School Type
School Districts 55,295 21 - - i i

Tests # of sites New sites Tests # of sites New sites

=  Most interest expressed for testing related to

Charter Schools 7,600 20 - - - - athletics, Spring Break and special events
Private Schools 360 2 1 320 1 1 = Shared funding resources available to support
Total 63.255 43 1 320 1 1 public and non-public schools in setting up a

testing program

*Includes distributions by both NC DHHS and redistributions by LHDs

Results Reporting* (as of 4/1) Outreach
Total Tests Positive Tests # of sites = Since 3/26, 1 non-pilot charter schools (Franklin
Jan 309 50 6 School of Innovation) and 1 non-pllqt private §chool
(Greensboro Day School) expressed interest via
Feb 658 92 7 StrongSchoolsNC inbox
Mar 246 39 10 = 5 individuals (2 pilot sites, 2 non-pilot sites)
Total 1,213 181 12 unique sites attended 3/26 office hours
*Limited due to many schools reporting using LHD CLIA ID — unable to determine LHD results = 5individuals (1 pilot sites, 3 non-pilot school)
from school vs other settings attended 3/31 week reporting training session

NC DHHS COVID — 19 Response



NCDHHS is expanding state-wide screening testing support for all K-12 schools

The CDC has announced the ELC Reopening Schools award, which
provides $10 billion dollars in allocated funding to states, available in
early April through July 2022

* 85% of the award must be used to fund schools and the
procurement or provision of testing supplies or services

* NCDHHS is applying to utilize the award to further support schools
in their efforts to continue in-person learning by providing and
funding resources for screening of students, teachers and staff

* Schools may choose opt-in to testing and choose a testing plan
from the menu of options to utilize the best fit for their community

NC DHHS COVID - 19 Response




NC DHHS Screening Testing Options for K-12 Schools

@' ®e®
C
State Contracted Vendor State Supplied Tests Other Local Approaches

NCDHHS vendor available to support NCDHHS provides free tests that Districts, schools and/ or LHDs
LEA/school screening testing schools may request to perform define their own approach without
program screening and/or diagnostic testing state involvement
Under development Available now Available now
Goal: available by Fall 2021 Request tests via online form

e Screening testing is an opt-in, recommended mitigation strategy for schools across NC

* All testing options require parental or guardian consent and protection of student and staff privacy

NC DHHS COVID - 19 Response




Next steps to expand screening testing in schools

* NCDHHS submitting funding request and plan to CDC for
state-wide vendor to support screening testing in schools

* For remainder of 2020-21 school year, tests will continue
to be available at no cost to schools from NCDHHS

e Tests can be used for diagnostic testing, serial screening testing

of staff, older students and athletes, and screening around
holidays and special events

* Weekly office hours and reporting training sessions open to all
needing support in implementing or improving their program

e As schools make plans for summer school and fall

semester, consider how to incorporate screening and
diagnostic testing

NC DHHS COVID - 19 Response




COVID Vaccine Distribution —
Updates and Resources

Dr. Betsey Tilson — State Health Director
and Chief Medical Officer

NC DEPARTMENT OF
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YOU HAVE A

Your best shot at stopping COVID-19 SPOT.

TAKE YOUR

SHOT.

o Health Care Workers and Long-term Care Staff and Residents
© o nus

Frontline Essential Workers

Adults at Higher Risk for Exposure and Increased Risk
IS E CRUGESS

° Everyone Age 16 + Open April 7th

o For more information: YourSpotYourShot.nc.gov

;Yi NC DEPARTMENT OF




Percent of People at Least Partially Vaccinated by Age

VACCINE DISTRIBUTION

Data: December 14, 2020 — April 4, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. Weekly Trend

First of 2 Doses Second of 2 Doses Single Shot Doses Total Doses 0-17

Administered Administered Administered Administered 100%
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EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION

Percent of People at Least Partially Vaccinated by Race - North Carolina

Weekly Trend Cumulative Total
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MORE TO DO; BUT MAKING PROGRESS

Percent of People at Least Partially Vaccinated by Ethnic ity - North Carolina

Weekly Trend Cumulative Total
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Vaccine updates for K-12 and child care staff — as of 4/5/21

 Almost 76, 189 individuals who self-identify as being a frontline
essential workers in a K-12 or child care center have received a
vaccine since February 24®

* There have been 30 identified vaccine events that specifically
target educators either held or scheduled since February 24 — Note:
this number will grow or decrease as scheduled events are changed
due to a variety of factors.

North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services



Real World Evidence Supports Effectiven_

Increasing evidence that vaccines prevent asymptomatic infection and transmission.

Impact of the COVID-19 Vaccine on Asymptomatic Infection Among Patients Undergoing Pre-Procedural... Molecular Screening
Oxford University Press for the Infectious Diseases Society of America

» Among asymptomatic adults undergoing screening for COVID-19, the risk of a positive COVID test was lower among vaccinated as compared
to unvaccinated individuals

Early Evidence of the Effect of SARS-CoV-2 Vaccine at One Medical Center
New England Journal of Medicine

» Real-world experience with SARS-CoV-2 vaccination shows reduction in incidence of infections among healthcare workers.
» 90% decrease in number of employees in isolation or quarantine

SARS-CoV-2 Infection after Vaccination in Health Care Workers in California
New England Journal of Medicine

» Real-world experience with SARS-COV-2 vaccination shows higher rate of infection after vaccination than clinical trials among health care
workers

» |nfection 14 days after the second dose of the vaccine is rare

Interim Estimates of Vaccine Effectiveness of [...] Vaccines in Preventing SARS-CoV-2 Infection Among Health Care Personnel|...]
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

= "Authorized mRNA COVID-19 vaccines are effective for preventing SARS-CoV-2 infection in real-world conditions. COVID-19 vaccination is
recommended for all eligible persons."

= 14 days after first dose, but before the second dose, the mRNA vaccine was 80% effective
» 14 days after second dose, the mRNA vaccine was 90% effective against COVID-19 infection




What is on the horizon for children and vaccination

e Pfizer: authorized for 16 and over
e Moderna and Johnson & Johnson: authorized for 18 and over
e 12-15 year olds

— Pfizer announced data shows COVID-19 vaccine safe and effective
o Plan to bring to FDA for possible authorization in next few weeks

— Moderna currently conducting trials

— May have data and authorization by summer for Pfizer and Moderna and may be
able to vaccinate middle and high school students before fall

— Johnson & Johnson just began to include children 12-17 years

* 6 months to 11 year olds
— Both Pfizer and Moderna started a trials in March, 2021
— May have ability to vaccinate younger children during 2021-2022 school year

North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services



Vaccine Comms Resources
New materials available SPOT. | SH=T.

YOU HAVE A TAKE YOUR

« Top Ten Facts )
« Developing COVID-19 Vaccines infographi R
- Social media graphics and content NCDHHS: COVID-19 Vaccine

. Communications Toolkit

Community posters
Materials in English and Spanish B

5 O

7/

RFINCYOUrSPOINC  #TakeYourShotNC
You Have A Sp0t‘ Take Your ShOt‘ #YourSpotYourShotNC ~ #BestShot
‘ on ZCOVIDIONC  2COVIDI9Vaccing

SPOT. | SHZT. This is your spot for ready-made materials to help you communicate about safe and #StayStrongNC  #StopCOVIDI9

= effective COVID-19 vaccines 2ThislsOurShot  #VaccinesSavelives
- % - . . S p /7
SPOT éH'T ~/ J ‘\,m TWO SHOTS are necessar Y Anyone who is sharing information about the COVID-19 vaccine with their community,
. =1l to fieht COVID-19 including health care professionals, team leaders, community and business leaders and
| CONMEA | TANE YRS non-profit organizations, ¢an use and adapt the resources here 1o build confidence in
- 10 FACTS SPOT. SHeT. ' SECOND . 3-4 WEEKS the COVID-I2 vaccines. This page will be updated fraquently with sample social media

| YOU SHOULD KNOW mu posts, graphics and other materials for you and your organization to use
COVID-19 VACCINE!

How Safe and Effective
COVID-19 Vaccines Come to

You can help people in your community find thelr spot and take thelr shot
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New Easy-to-Use Toolkit

https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/vaccines/covid-19-vaccine-
communications-toolkit 23
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YOU HAVE A TAKE YOUR

SPOT. SHZT.

CHILD CARE
AND SCHOOL
WORKERS:

You have a spot to take
your shot against COVID-19.

There's good news for Morth Carolina child care and school workers. A
tested, safe and effective COVID-19 vaccineg is ready for yvou. Supplies
are limited—and you may have to wait. But vou will have a spot to take
your shot.

The vaccines are proven to help prevent COVIDA19 and are effective in
preventing hospitalization and death.

Get the peace of mind that vou are protected and get back to the peopl
and places you love,

Find participating vaccine providers:

» YourSpotYourShot ne.gov
» COVID=19 Vacclne Help Center toll-free at 1-888-675-4567

» Talk with your employer about vaccination opportunities.

MG Rapartmant of Haalth and Human Services + Y

MEEBHHE is an egual opportunity employer and pro

Flyer:
Child Care and
School Employees

* Available in Spanish and English

Download from Flyers section of the Vaccines Toolkit:
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/vaccines/covid-19-vaccine-

communications-toolkit

Customize your own using our brand guidelines:
http://bit.ly/vaccines-brandguide

24


https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/vaccines/covid-19-vaccine-communications-toolkit
http://bit.ly/vaccines-brandguide

Find your spot to take your shot
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StrongSchoolsNC Toolkit Updates

Rebecca Planchard, Senior Policy Advisor
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StrongSchoolsNC Guidance Updates
Approved by State Board on March 25"

— Daily symptom screenings can be considered for C:g}\
adults and are not recommended for children #Staystrongnc

o Exclusion based on symptoms, close contact, or a positive
case still applies

StrongSchoolsNC
C Health Toolkit (K-12)

INTERIM GUIDA
= NCE
ublished June 30, 2020 . Updated March 24 2021

Publi

— K =12t grades should return to in-person
instruction to the fullest extent possible up to
five days per week under Plan A or Plan B.

— Incorporated CDC physical distance
recommendations for Plan A only that at least 3
feet of physical distance between children and 6
feet between adults; No changes to Plan B
(remains 6 feet of distance required at all times)

/fi 3\ NC DEPARTMENT or
{45 HEALTH AND
4 3/ HUMAN SERVicES
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Q&A

Reach out to
StrongSchoolsNC@dhhs.nc.gov
for ongoing questions and

support about NC DHHS K-12 ‘ ‘ ‘
COVID-19 response ' ‘

NC DHHS COVID — 19 Response
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