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Dear School Administrator,

We are pleased to inform you of a new Montana law, passed in 2025, that authorizes K–12 schools to stock and administer albuterol—a fast-acting medication used to treat asthma attacks and other respiratory distress. This legislation gives schools a vital tool to protect student health and support academic success.

Why This Matters

· Asthma is a leading cause of school absenteeism. Students with asthma miss more school days than their peers, impacting their academic performance.
· Respiratory distress can affect any student— even those without a prior asthma diagnosis.
· Stock albuterol allows trained staff to respond quickly in emergency situations, potentially preventing the need for additional medical care and enabling students to safely return to class.

What the Law Permits
· Schools may be prescribed albuterol by a licensed physician, APRN, or PA, with the school designated as the patient (as is already the case with stock epinephrine).
· Licensed pharmacists may dispense albuterol and spacers to schools.
· Trained school staff may administer albuterol in good faith when a student exhibits signs of respiratory distress, regardless of a known diagnosis.

Liability Protection
The law includes important legal protections. Schools and school employees are indemnified from liability for injuries arising from the administration—or non-administration—of stock albuterol, provided they act in good faith and according to established protocols. This protection ensures that schools can implement this program confidently, knowing the law supports their efforts to safeguard student health.

Getting Started
We encourage you to consider implementing a stock albuterol program at your school. It is a proactive step towards:
· Reducing avoidable absences
· Supporting emergency preparedness
· Promoting a safe learning environment for all students

If you would like assistance with next steps—including guidance on protocols, staff training, or how to obtain albuterol medication, please visit dphhs.mt.gov/schoolhealth/chronichealth/asthma. Thank you for your commitment to student well-being. 

Sincerely,

BJ Biskupiak
Asthma Control Program Manager
Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services
PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY DIVISION
1400 BROADWAY • HELENA, MT 59620  |  DPHHS.MT.GOV
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