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Upper Missouri River Reservoirs Fisheries Management Plan Citizens Advisory Committee

                                                       Application Packet                                                                                

Thank you for your interest in serving on the Upper Missouri River Reservoirs Fisheries Management Plan Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) and helping to provide information and input needed for FWP to make informed decisions for future management in the plan area. It is important that you review the application material before applying. Applications must be received no later than June 12, 2026.  

General Information 

The upper Missouri River reservoirs and associated river fisheries are some of the most heavily fished waters in Montana accounting for roughly 10 percent of the total annual statewide angling pressure. Because of the system's proximity to Bozeman, Great Falls, Butte, Missoula and Helena, recreational use of the reservoirs will continue to grow as the fisheries become even more integral to the quality of life for those who live and recreate in Lewis and Clark and Broadwater counties. 

The Upper Missouri River Reservoirs Fisheries Management Plan (UMRRFMP) supports a common goal to “provide a cost-effective, quality multi-species fisheries by applying adaptive and responsive management strategies.” Annually, FWP will evaluate fisheries population trends throughout the plan area, consider potential management changes, and report potential management changes to the Fish and Wildlife Commission appointed CAC. 

Information for Applicants 

FWP will request and compile applications for the CAC on behalf of the commission. All applications will be provided to the commission. After reviewing applications, the department will make a recommendation to the commission, and the commission may appoint one person to the CAC, or they may direct the department to solicit additional applications. Applicants should consider the following information before submitting an application to serve on the CAC. 

Time Commitment 

The CAC will meet at least annually for a 1-day meeting. Location of meetings will typically be Helena, but will depend on availability of meeting rooms and travel distance for committee members. After selection of the committee, committee members may be provided with informational documents that will need to be reviewed prior to the annual meeting.  

Travel Reimbursement 

FWP will reimburse mileage and provide lunch for CAC members’ travel to and from CAC meetings. 



Participation 

CAC members are expected to attend the annual meeting and CAC members may not be considered for reappointment if they miss meetings or are unprepared to participate. Exceptions will be allowed on a case-by-case basis. 

Advisory Role 

CAC members are expected to participate in an advisory capacity while acknowledging the value of each advisors’ comments and viewpoints and will create discussion ground rules to encourage a climate of respect. CAC members agree to bring information into the process and likewise, to communicate to constituents about the process as it goes forward.

Composition of the CAC 

The commission will appoint a 5-member CAC to function in an advisory capacity to FWP for fisheries management decisions throughout the plan area. The CAC will consist of no more than one advocate from 5 of the following stakeholder groups:


• Unaffiliated warmwater anglers
• Unaffiliated coldwater anglers
• Organized warmwater-angler groups
• Organized coldwater-angler groups
• Ice-fishing anglers
• Conservation groups
• Kids' fishing
• Fishing-tournament organizer
• Landowner
• Outfitter
• Local government
• Local business
• Other interests


The composition of the CAC is an important aspect of the process. A diverse committee to advocate for the various stakeholder categories that are affected by fisheries management decisions throughout the UMRRFMP area is desired. There is currently one open position on the CAC to represent any of the highlighted stakeholder categories above.  The remaining categories are already represented.

Questions 

Please contact Helena Area Biologist Nathan Jaksha with any questions about the UMRRFMP CAC application process at (406) 495-3263 or nathan.jaksha@mt.gov. 
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