
Author: Evan Decker, Sports Tourism Manager, Visit Billings

Picture this: It's the roar of the crowd, the electric atmosphere, and the thrill of competition. Sports 
tourism is all about the fusion of travel and the love for sports. It has come a long way over the 
years, evolving into a global phenomenon and a foundational pillar within the tourism industry. The 
rise of sporting events, economic impacts, state-of-the-art sports facilities, specialized travel 
packages, sports training camps, museums, and even adventure sports have transformed sports 
tourism into an immersive and diverse industry.

When it comes to making a destination desirable for sports tourism, there are some key factors at 
play. First, top-notch sports facilities. A sports tourism destination is simply measured by the 
facilities it has to offer event organizers and rights-holders. In addition, the different types of hosted 
sporting events will determine a destination’s reach in drawing fans and participants. Easy 
accessibility is also essential; ensuring you can reach venues efficiently and safely is paramount. 
And let's not forget about accommodations fit for champions, a safe and secure environment, and a 
vibrant tourism infrastructure with plenty of entertainment and cultural attractions.

These events act as a siren call, luring travelers near and far. They put the spotlight on a destination, 
showcasing its unique charm, culture, and hospitality. Not only do they bring in large numbers of 
passionate visitors, but they also create a buzz that reverberates before, during, and after the final 
horn sounds. So, whether it's a thrilling tournament or a mesmerizing cultural festival, these events 
have the power to ignite a tourism boom that leaves a lasting impact on the destination and the local 
economy.

One prominent example is Las Vegas, Nevada, which has become a major sports tourism 
destination with the addition of professional sports teams like the Vegas Golden Knights (NHL) and 
the Las Vegas Raiders (NFL). Along with hosting high-profile sporting events (UFC/Top Rank Boxing) 
and incredibly large youth and collegiate sporting events, Vegas has attracted sports fans and 
visitors from around the globe, leading to increased tourism and economic growth in the city. 
Another example is Indianapolis, Indiana, which has successfully positioned itself as the "Amateur 
Sports Capital of the World" by hosting numerous sporting events and becoming a hub for amateur 
and collegiate athletics. The city's investment in sports facilities, such as the iconic Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway and the Indiana Convention Center, has bolstered its reputation as a sports tourism 
destination, driving economic development and attracting visitors.

Sports events and facilities play a vital role in enhancing the overall tourism infrastructure of a 
destination. Hosting all different kinds of sporting events attracts visitors willing to spend, generates 
media coverage, and promotes the destination's image from a local to a global scale. The 
development of modern sports facilities, stadiums, and arenas not only supports the hosting of 
these events but also enhances the destination's appeal to both sports tourists and the community 
as a whole.
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Firstly, it injects a surge of visitors into the area, boosting the local economy through spending on 
accommodations, dining, transportation, shopping, etc. This increased economic activity leads to 
job creation and business growth, benefiting the local workforce. Additionally, it puts the community 
on the global map, increasing visibility and attracting future tourists. Sporting events can also 
promote community engagement and pride, as locals come together to support their teams or 
participate in event-related activities, fostering a sense of unity. Furthermore, the development of 
sports infrastructure and facilities improves the overall quality of life for residents, providing 
recreational opportunities and attracting further investments. Ultimately, hosting sports events and 
attracting sports tourists can uplift local communities, both economically and socially.

Developing and promoting sports tourism has its fair share of challenges for destinations. From the 
daunting costs of building state-of-the-art sports facilities to fierce competition in securing major 
events, it's like a high-stakes game. Add to that the need for funding, managing the seasonality of 
events, crafting marketing campaigns, gaining community support, juggling event logistics, ensuring 
sustainability, and keeping the financial engine running smoothly can keep a guy like me busy. 
However, with careful planning, teamwork, and a touch of creativity, these challenges can be just 
another enjoyable part of being a part of the industry.

It starts with a focus on eco-friendly practices, like minimizing waste, promoting energy efficiency, 
and encouraging sustainable transportation options. Engaging with the local communities, 
supporting local businesses, and respecting cultural heritage are key to this as well. By promoting 
responsible tourism, implementing green certifications, and educating visitors on sustainable 
practices, a destination can make an impact on both the environmental and social fronts.

Sports tourism and sports-related activities have a ripple effect that goes way beyond just tourism. 
When sports enthusiasts descend upon a destination, the opportunity for spending has a ripple 
effect throughout the local economy. From hotels and restaurants to transportation and retail, 
sectors across the board reap the rewards. But the benefits don't stop there. Sports facilities need 
construction and maintenance, creating jobs and stimulating the construction industry. Sporting 
events attract sponsors, broadcasters, and advertisers, injecting revenue into the media and 
marketing sectors. And let's not forget the boost to other local businesses as fans flock to bars, 
shops, and attractions. It's a win-win situation that energizes the whole community, making sports 
not just a game but an economic powerhouse!

First up, and a trend we see plenty of here in our own Montana backyard, we have adventure sports 
tourism. Adrenaline seekers searching for thrilling experiences like mountain biking, rock climbing, 
skiing, and water sports. Wellness-oriented sports tourism is also on the rise, with travelers seeking 
sports retreats, yoga retreats, and wellness-focused events. Lastly, e-sports tourism is gaining 
incredible momentum. Competitive gaming events have been shown to draw massive crowds that fill 
stadiums built for NFL football games. So, whether it's seeking adventure, finding balance, or diving 
into the digital realm, these emerging trends are opening exciting opportunities for destinations to 
captivate sports enthusiasts in new and innovative ways.

Sports infrastructure and facilities play a pivotal role in the decision-making process for sports 
tourists and event organizers when choosing a destination. People seek out destinations that offer 
top-notch sports venues, well-maintained stadiums, training facilities, and supporting amenities. The 
availability of modern infrastructure not only enhances the overall sports experience but also 
provides a sense of professionalism and convenience. Whether it's for attending events, 
participating in sports activities, or training camps, the quality and accessibility of sports facilities 
significantly influence destination choice.

Imagine pre-event fan zones buzzing with activities, where fans can connect and celebrate their 
passion. Combine this with easy access to local attractions, such as iconic landmarks, cultural sites, 
and unique experiences that showcase the destination's identity. To top it off, provide top-notch 



hospitality services, including comfortable accommodations, friendly staff, and a range of amenities 
that cater to the needs of sports tourists. By integrating sports events, local attractions, and 
hospitality services, destinations can leave an indelible mark on the hearts of sports tourists, 
creating a seamless and unforgettable experience.

Destinations can gauge the success and impact of their sports tourism initiatives through various 
measures. Start by tracking visitor numbers, including attendance at sports events and participation 
in sports-related activities. Economic indicators like revenue generated, job creation, and spending 
patterns provide valuable insights as well. Media coverage and social media engagement can 
showcase the destination's visibility and reach. Conducting surveys, collecting feedback, and 
monitoring visitor satisfaction also help assess the overall experience. Lastly, assessing long-term 
benefits like infrastructure improvements, increased local pride, and the growth of sports-related 
businesses provides a comprehensive picture of the initiative's impact.


