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Attorney General Austin Knudsen and DPHHS Director Adam Meier issue the following ad-
visory regarding the Parental Notification of Abortion Act of 2011.  In November 2012, 

Montana voters overwhelmingly passed LR-120, the Parental Notice of Abortion Act of 2011.  

Over 70% of Montanans supported this commonsense law aimed at preventing the exploita-
tion of vulnerable young girls.    

 

This advisory serves to clarify the current status of, and Montanans’ rights and obligations 
under, LR-120.  Almost nine years ago, a Helena court enjoined House Bill 391 before it came 

into effect.  That law would have repealed and replaced LR-120’s provisions.  See Planned 
Parenthood v. State, No. DDV-2013-407 (Mont. 1st Jud. Dist.) (Consent Order Granting Pre-

liminary Injunction June 28, 2013).  LR-120, therefore, remains in effect and good law.  Its 

provisions are located in MCA, §§ 50-20-221 to -225, -228 to -229, -232, and -235 (2011).  Mon-
tana Code books reflect that House Bill 391 (2013) repealed these provisions.  However, the 

Montana Code doesn’t account for court decisions—such as the one in Planned Parenthood v. 

State—and the discrepancy between the code books and current law is the reason for this 
notice.  A copy of the still-in-effect provisions is appended to this notice.  

 

Specifically, MCA § 50-20-235 imposes civil and criminal penalties for violations of Montana’s 
Parental Notice of Abortion Act of 2011.  Persons convicted of performing an abortion in vio-

lation of the law face fines of up to $500 and six-months imprisonment.  Persons convicted of 
illegally coercing a minor into having an abortion face fines up to $1,000 for the first offense 

and $50,000 for subsequent offenses, as well as imprisonment for up to one year for the first 

offense and five years for subsequent offenses.  
 

The law requires that, at least 48 hours before a medical professional performs an 

abortion for a pregnant minor, the medical professional must notify at least one 
parent or legal guardian of the pregnant minor.  This notice requirement doesn’t apply 

if the physician certifies that a more immediate abortion is necessitated by a medical emer-
gency, or if notice is waived by the parent or legal guardian.  

 

Additionally, notice is not required if the minor petitions the youth court for a waiver under 
the law’s judicial bypass provisions.  If a minor petitions the youth court under the law’s 

provisions, she remains anonymous and all judicial bypass proceedings are confidential. 

 
Attorney General Knudsen and Director Meier recognize LR-120 remains subject to legal 

challenge; however, until a court finally rules on the case—and several Montana judges have 

refused to do so for several years—it is the law of Montana, and it will be enforced.   

https://dojmt.gov/wp-content/uploads/Parental-Notice-of-Abotion-Act-2011.pdf
https://dojmt.gov/wp-content/uploads/Parental-Notice-of-Abotion-Act-2011.pdf
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