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 Pursuant to M. R. App. P., Rule 16, the Governor first respectfully moves for 

the immediate recusal or disqualification of Judge Kurt Krueger and any Montana 

judicial officer who “voted” on or expressed public approval or disapproval of 

Senate Bill 140 (SB 140), as described herein.  Second, the Governor respectfully 

requests disclosure to the parties of the voting results of Montana Supreme Court 

Administrator McLaughlin’s poll regarding SB 140, described below.  Third, the 

Governor respectfully moves for a stay of this proceeding until such time as the 

Court can seat an impartial and independent judicial panel to decide this case.  Given 

the gravity of the present motions, for good cause shown, and pursuant to Rule 29(1), 

the Governor finally moves for leave to exceed the word count limitations of Rule 

16(3).  The word count of these combined Motions, including footnotes and 

attachments, is 2,376 words.  Counsel for the Governor has made diligent efforts to 

contact Petitioners’ counsel regarding this motion, but as of the time of this filing 

Petitioners’ counsel has not stated whether they object.  

INTRODUCTION 

The United States Supreme Court has long held that due process requires, at 

minimum, an impartial judiciary.  United States v. Washington, 157 F.3d 630, 660 

(9th Cir. 1998) (quoting Marshall v. Jerrico, Inc., 446 U.S. 238, 242 (1980) (“The 

Due Process Clause entitles a person to an impartial and disinterested tribunal in  
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both civil and criminal cases.”)).  Montana’s Code of Judicial Conduct (MCJC) 

prohibits judges from making statements on pending or impending cases that would 

impair or interfere with the fairness of that matter, Mont. R. Jud. Conduct, Rule 2.11, 

and compels recusal “in any proceeding in which the judge’s impartiality might 

reasonably be questioned.”  Id. at Rule 2.12.  Judicial impartiality and fairness are 

in doubt, here.  

On January 29, 2021, Montana Supreme Court Administrator Beth 

McLaughlin emailed every Montana Supreme Court Justice and every Montana 

District Court Judge—using government email accounts—to request that they 

“review and take a position on [Senate Bill 140] … us[ing] the voting buttons 

(accept/reject) on your toolbar.  If you can’t find the voting button, just shoot me a 

note.”  Declaration of Derek J. Oestreicher, Exhibit A (hereinafter “Exhibit A”).  In 

response, the Honorable District Judge Kurt Krueger—the judge the Chief Justice 

selected to replace him in this case following recusal—emailed: “I am also 

adamantly oppose [sic] [Senate Bill 140].”  Such prejudgment of SB 140 reasonably 

demonstrates Judge Krueger’s partiality and bias, which requires his recusal or 

disqualification from this case.  See Caperton v. A.T. Massey Coal Co., 556 U.S. 
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868, 872 (2008) (requiring recusal where “the probability of actual bias on the part 

of the judge or decisionmaker is too high to be constitutionally tolerable.”).1   

Public confidence in the integrity of Montana’s judiciary relies on judicial 

impartiality and independence, free from impropriety and the appearance of 

impropriety.  See Williams-Yulee v. The Florida Bar, 575 U.S. 433, 445 (2015) 

(quoting Caperton, 556 U.S. 868 at 889, 129 S. Ct. 2252 (“We have recognized the 

‘vital state interest’ in safeguarding ‘public confidence in the fairness and integrity 

of the nation’s elected judges.’”).  That confidence has been shaken.  To restore 

public confidence in this adjudicatory process, the voting results of Administrator 

McLaughlin’s poll regarding SB 140 should be disclosed, and the Court should stay 

this matter until the Court seats an impartial judicial panel to decide this case. 

BACKGROUND 

On January 29, 2021, Administrator McLaughlin sent an email to every 

Montana Justice and Judge with the subject line “SB 140.”  Exhibit A.  The email 

stated:  

 
1 While it is currently unknown who among the state judicial officers “voted” in 
support or opposition to SB 140 using Administrator McLaughlin’s email toolbar, 
the following district court judges responded to Ms. McLaughlin’s invitation to take 
a position on the bill: Judge Elizabeth Best, Judge Katherine Bidegaray, Judge John 
Brown, Judge Matthew Cuffe, Judge David Cybulski, Judge Ray Dayton, Judge 
Dusty Deschamps, Judge Amy Eddy, Judge Brenda Gilbert, Judge Leslie Halligan, 
Judge Kurt Krueger, Judge Yvonne Laird, Judge Jennifer Lint, Judge James Manley, 
Judge Nickolas Murnion, Judge Jon Oldenburg, Judge Howard Recht, and Judge 
Robert Whelan.  



 
 

4 
 

Attached is a bill that Judge Todd has asked MJA [Montana Judges 
Association] to review and take a position on.  Please take a look at it 
– sorry to do this to you again but use the voting buttons (accept/reject) 
on your toolbar.  If you can’t find the voting button, just shoot me a 
note. 
 

Exhibit A (emphasis added).  It is unclear from Administrator McLaughlin’s email 

whether Montana’s judiciary participated in other polls related to SB 140, or whether 

it normally participates in similar polls and dialogue related to other proposed laws.  

The email chain does not reveal the poll results, including whether judges or justices 

voted using the toolbar.  But 18 District Court Judges responded to McLaughlin,2 

using their government email accounts, with opinions regarding SB 140.  See Exhibit 

A.  That judicial commentary included:  

· “I’m in opposition to the bill.” – Judge Leslie Halligan 
· “I can’t find the button but I oppose.” – Judge Elizabeth Best 
· “Beth, I definitely oppose this bill.” – Judge John Brown 
· “I am opposed.” – Judge Robert Whelan 
· “I oppose.” – Judge David Cybulski 
· “I do not support this bill.” – Judge Amy Eddy 
· “I am not in favor of dissolving the JNC.  However, I certainly think 

it can be overhauled to be less political and more objective.” – Judge 
Yvonne Laird 

· “I oppose this bill.” – Judge Dusty Deschamps 
· “I oppose this bill, but do not disagree that the process can be 

improved.” – Judge Jennifer Lint 
· “Having never been through the process, I must agree with those 

Judges that believe a through [sic] study is needed. I am against 
centering the appointment without public input.  I am therefore 

 
2 Judge Matthew Cuffe did not express a position in his emailed response, but rather 
asked “[h]as there been any discussion as to why the change?” 
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against this bill.  These appointments cannot be political.” – Judge 
Jon Oldenburg 

· “It sounds like this bill should be studied and reconsidered in two 
years.  It does appear some improvements in the process may be 
advisable, but if the main concern is politicization, this bill goes in 
the other direction.” – Judge James Manley 

· “I am also adamantly oppose this bill.” – Judge Kurt Krueger 
· “I oppose.” – Judge Ray Dayton 
· “Beth, I am apposed [sic] to this bill. Brenda.” – Judge Brenda 

Gilbert 
· “I also adamantly oppose.” – Judge Nickolas Murnion 
· “I am not sure if this bill is the right fix, but having been through the 

process of being considered for a judicial appointment twice, in my 
opinion the current process of screenings by the judicial nomination 
commission needs to be overhauled.” – Judge Howard Recht 

· “I agree with Judges Recht and Laird.” – Judge Katherine 
Bidegaray 
 

Exhibit A.  Each email was sent using the “reply-all” feature.  Thus, every Montana 

Judge and every Justice presumably observed their colleagues’ expressions and 

comments concerning SB 140.   

LEGAL STANDARDS 

 Montana has declared that an independent, fair, and impartial judiciary is 

indispensable to its system of justice.  MCJC, Preamble (2009) (cited by French v. 

Jones, 876 F.3d 1228, 1230 (9th Cir. 2017)).  A judge is required to act at all times 

in a manner that promotes “public confidence in the independence, integrity, and 

impartiality of the judiciary, and shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of 

impropriety.”  MCJC 1.2.  Further, a judge is prohibited from making “any public 

statement that might reasonably be expected to affect the outcome or impair the 
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fairness of a matter pending or impending in any court, or make any nonpublic 

statement that might substantially interfere with a fair trial or hearing.”  MCJC 2.11.   

When engaging in extrajudicial activities, a judge shall not “participate in activities 

that would appear to a reasonable person to undermine the judge’s independence, 

integrity, or impartiality.”  MCJC 3.1.  “A judge shall disqualify himself or herself 

in any proceeding in which the judge’s impartiality might reasonably be questioned.”  

MCJC 2.12.   

“It is axiomatic that a fair trial in a fair tribunal is a basic requirement of due 

process” under the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  Caperton, 556 

U.S. at 876.  Montana’s Due Process Clause, see MONT. CONST. art. II, § 17, 

similarly is the “guiding principle of our legal system” and contemplates tenacious 

adherence “to the ideal that both sides of a lawsuit be guaranteed a fair trial.”  Lopez 

883.  v. Josephson, 2001 MT 133, ¶ 35, 305 Mont. 446, 30 P.3d 326.  A judge’s 

actual bias clearly violates due process.  See Caperton, 556 U.S. at 883.  But even 

absent actual bias, Judge Kreuger’s actions create a probability of bias that due 

process cannot tolerate.  See Caperton, 556 U.S. at 877 (concluding that due process 

is implicated where “the probability of actual bias on the part of the judge or 

decisionmaker is too high to be constitutionally tolerable”).   



 
 

7 
 

ARGUMENT 

 Pursuant to MCJC Rules 1.2, 2.11, 2.12, and 3.11, Judge Krueger should 

recuse himself or be disqualified because he has made a public statement 

demonstrating actual bias that can reasonably be expected to affect the outcome of, 

and jeopardize the fairness of, this action.  Rule 2.12 requires Judge Krueger’s 

disqualification because his impartiality in this matter can be reasonably questioned.   

Even if, arguendo, Judge Krueger harbored no actual bias against SB 140 and 

endeavored to approach the issue fairly and impartially, the probability and 

appearance of bias created by his public statement would lead to the reasonable 

conclusion that he has prejudged this case.  

I. The MCJC requires Judge Krueger to disqualify himself because of 
his bias and prejudgment of the issues involved in this case. 
 

 The MCJC requires a judge to act in a manner that promotes public confidence 

in the independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary.  MCJC 1.2.  To that 

end, a judge is expressly prohibited from making “any public statement that might 

reasonably be expected to affect the outcome or impair the fairness of a matter 

pending or impending in any court.”  MCJC 2.11.  Judges likewise are prohibited 

from participating “in activities that would appear to a reasonable person to 

undermine the judge’s independence, integrity, or impartiality.”  MCJC 3.1(C).  In 

any circumstance in which a judge’s impartiality might reasonably be questioned, 
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the judge “shall disqualify himself or herself.”  MCJC 2.12.  A judge’s unique 

authority and role within our constitutional system sometimes delimits her ability to  

opine publicly on matters likely to come before the judiciary.3  

Judge Krueger’s continued participation in this case violates these judicial 

conduct rules.  The same is true for Judge Krueger’s judicial colleagues who echoed 

his sentiments or voted to approve or disapprove SB 140.  Judge Krueger’s statement 

that he “adamantly oppose[s] [Senate Bill 140]” can only be characterized as a biased 

prejudgment of the issues presented in this case.  “Adamant” is defined as “utterly 

unyielding in attitude or opinion in spite of all appeals.”4  In other words, Judge 

Krueger has publicly stated that, in spite of all argument to the contrary, he is 

intractably decided on the issue of SB 140.  He is biased and prejudiced against SB 

140.  His opposition is adamantine.  This type of prejudgment—expressed a mere 

two months before he was selected to replace the Chief Justice in this case—erodes 

public confidence in the impartiality and independence of the judiciary.  

 
3 These types of restrictions on judicial speech are ubiquitous throughout the states 
and obviously satisfy any level of First Amendment scrutiny.  See French v. Jones, 
876 F.3d 1228, 1231 (9th Cir. 2017); see also Republican Party of Minn. v. White, 
536 U.S. 765, 774 (2002).  The U.S. Supreme Court has held that “protecting the 
integrity” of the judiciary and “maintaining the public’s confidence in an impartial 
judiciary” are compelling government interests.  Williams-Yulee, 575 U.S. at 445; 
see id. at 447 (“[N]o one denies that [the concept of public confidence in judicial 
integrity] is genuine and compelling.”).  To the extent MCJC Rules 1.2, 2.11, and 
3.1 proscribe some judicial speech, those rules are narrowly tailored to further 
Montana’s compelling interest in preventing both actual and perceived judicial bias.   
4 See Adamant, DICTIONARY.COM, https://www.dictionary.com/browse/adamant.  
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Judge Krueger’s statement and participation in this case directly violates MCJC 

Rules 1.2, 2.11, and 3.1, and demand his immediate recusal or disqualification.5        

II. Due process requires Judge Krueger’s recusal because of the objective 
risk of actual bias and prejudgment. 
 

Judge Krueger’s public statement demonstrates actual bias, which is sufficient 

grounds for recusal or disqualification under the U.S. and Montana Constitutions.  

See Caperton, 556 U.S. at 883 (“[A]ctual bias, if disclosed, no doubt would be 

grounds for appropriate relief.”).  Yet even without Exhibit A’s proof of actual bias, 

due process would nevertheless require his disqualification here because his actions 

have created a “probability of bias.”  Id. at 884.  Judge Krueger’s public statement 

is tantamount to a guarantee of actual bias, so it necessarily poses the risk of actual 

bias.  Due process accordingly requires his recusal and disqualification.            

CONCLUSION 

 Pursuant to the MCJC and the due process guarantees of the U.S. and Montana 

Constitutions, the Governor respectfully requests that Judge Krueger recuse himself 

or be disqualified from this case.  The Governor also requests that any other Montana 

 
5 Judge Krueger’s selection as the Chief Justice’s replacement raises other troubling 
questions under the judicial conduct rules.  By the time of that selection, presumably 
every judicial officer in the state was aware of Judge Krueger’s strident opposition 
to SB 140.  Respondent presumes that at least some of Judge Krueger’s colleagues 
took action under Rules 2.16(A) and (C) of the Montana Code of Judicial Conduct, 
but as of this date, any such remedial actions have not succeeded in recusing or 
disqualifying him from this case.   
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judicial officers who, like Judge Krueger, expressed approval or disapproval of SB 

140 recuse themselves or be disqualified. The Governor requests that the Court  

produce to the parties the voting results of Administrator McLaughlin’s poll 

regarding SB 140.  The Governor moreover requests a stay until all the 

communications and poll results related to SB 140 are released to the parties and the 

panel is duly recomposed.6  And finally, the Governor requests leave under Rule 

29(1), and for good cause shown, to exceed the word count limitations of Rule 16(3).   

 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Greg Gianforte 
GOVERNOR OF MONTANA 
 
/s/ Anita Milanovich 
Anita Milanovich 
   General Counsel 
Office of the Montana Governor 
PO Box 200801 
Helena, MT 59620 
Anita.Milanovich@mt.gov 
406.444.5554 

Austin Knudsen 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF MONTANA 
 
/s/ Derek Oestreicher 
Derek Oestreicher  
   General Counsel 
Montana Department of Justice  
215 N Sanders  
Helena, MT 59601 
Derek.Oestreicher@mt.gov  
406.444.1953 

 
 

 

 
6 The undersigned, having learned of the facts disclosed in Exhibit A, hereby aver 
that they have fulfilled their obligations under Rule 8.3(b) of the Montana Rules of 
Professional Conduct.   
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1. I am a licensed, practicing attorney in the State of Montana, and am currently 

employed by the Montana Department of Justice, Office of the Attorney 

General.  

2. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a compilation of emails exchanged between 

Montana Supreme Court Administrator, Beth McLaughlin, and every Montana 

Supreme Court Justice and District Court Judge, utilizing government email 

accounts.  

3. I am disclosing Exhibit A consistent with my ethical obligations under the 

Montana Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule 8.3(b).  

4. Pursuant to Rules 12(10) and 29(1), M. R. App. P., the extraordinary 

circumstances presented by Exhibit A justify the overlength combined motions 

and supporting argument filed herewith by the Governor.    

5. I hereby declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of 

America and the State of Montana that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Respectfully submitted this 1st day of April, 2021. 

 
By:  /s/  Derek J. Oestreicher   

              Derek J. Oestreicher 
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EXHIBIT A 
 



.From: 
Sent: 
To: 

·Subject: 
Attachments: 

Folks, 

McLaughlin, Beth 
Frida;', January 29, 2021 7:27 AM 
McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; 
Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best, Elizabeth; Bidegaray, 
Katherine; Brown, John; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew; 

· Cybuls_ki, David;' Davies, Colette; Dayton, Ra>;; Descha.mps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr, 
Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth, 
Michael; Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni; Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt; 
Kutzman, John; laird, Yvonne; Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer. Manley, 
James; Marks, Jason; McElyea, Rienne; Mi:Elyea, Russ; McMahon/Michael; Menahan, 
Michael; Moses, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oldenburg, Jon; Olson, 
Robert; Parker, John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kath;,; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; 
Souza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randal;Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi;Vannatta,Shane; 
Wald; Matthew; Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan 
SB140 
LC1094 (1).pdf 

Attached is a bill thatJudge Todd has askedMJA to review and take a position on. Please take a look at it- sorry to do 
this to you again but use the voting buttons (accept/reject) on your toblbar •. If you c.an'tfind the voting button, just 
shoot me a note. 

Thanks, 

Beth McLaughlin 
Supreme Court Administrator 
406-841-2966 

\.._ 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc 

Halfigan, Leslie 
Friday,January 29, 2021 8:04 AM 
Best, Bizabeth . 
McLaughlin, Betti; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Betti; Shea, Jim; 
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, lngri<t Abba~ Chri~ Alfison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Bidegaray, 
Katherine; Bro;,,n,John; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Deborati; Cuffe, Matthew; 
Cybulski, Davi<t Davies, Colette; Da,1ton. Ray; Deschamps, busty; Eddy,Amy; Fehr, 
Jessica;'Gilbert Brenda; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth, Michaet Jud.ge Holly 
Brown;Judge Mike Salvagni; Knis.ely, Mari., Jane; Krueger, Kurt; Kutzma11 John; Laird, 
Yvonne; Larson, John; Levine;l'\'tlchele; lint, Jennifer; Manley, Jam es; Marks, Jason; 
McByea,.Rienne; McE~ea, Russ; McMahon, Michael; Menahan, Michaet Mose~ Michael; 
Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oldenburg, Jori; Olson, Robert; Parker, John; Re~h~ 
Howard; Rieger, Ofivia; Seeley, Kath)r, Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, Rodney; Spaulding, 
Randal;Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht; Heidi; Vannatta, Shane; Wald, Matthew; \'.'helan, Bob; 
Wilson, Dan 

Subject: Re: SB140 

I'm in opposition to the bill 
Judge Halligan 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jan 29, 2021, at 7:39 AM, Best, Elizabeth <EBest@mt.gov> wrote: 

I can'.t find the button but [ oppose. 

E lizab etll A. Best 
District Court Judge 
415 SecondA,•e.No.,Room 203 
Great Falls, MT 59401 
Pllone: 406. 7713950 
Email ebest@m t 20v 

Zoom: https:/imt-
2ov.zoom.uslj/91958457110?pwd=O2FU.1"DRvNTdMcnFwVXhYV000dTBTZz09 

<imageOOl.png> 

) 



From: 
Sent 
To: 

Subject: 

Brown, John 
Friciay,January 29, 2021 9:05 AM 

· McLaughlln, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice,Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Betti; Shea, Jim; 
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott; Chri~ Alrtsoh, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best 
Elizabeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown, stephen; Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew; 
Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette; Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr, 
Jessica; GIibert; Brenda; Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth, 
Michael; Judge Holly Brown;Judge Mike Salvagnt Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt; 
Kutzman, John; Laird, Yvonne; Larson, John; Levine. Michele; Lint,Jennifer, Manley, 
Jam es;,Mark~ Jason; McByea, Rienne; McE!Yea, Russ; McMahon, Michael; Menahan, 
Michael; Mo'ses, Michaet Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oldenburg,Jon; Olson, 
Robert; Parker,John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; 
Souza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randat Todd, Gregory; Ulbncht Heidi Vannatta, Shane; . 
Wald, M~tthew, Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan . 
RE: SB140 

Beth, I definitely oppose this bill. 

' .. -·· '"'" ··- -. --~ 
From: Mclaughlin, Beth<bmclaughlin@mt.gav> 
Sant: Friday, January 29, 2021 7 :27 AM 
To: McGrath, Mik~ <mmcgrath@mt.gov.>;,Rice,Jim <jrice@mt.gov>; McKinnon, Laurie <LMcKinnon@mt.gov>; Baker, 
Be.th <bbaker@mt.gOV>; Sh~a,_Jim <JimShe-a@mt.gov>; Sandefur, Dirk <dsandefiJr@mt.gov>; Gustafson, Ingrid 
<IGustafson@mt.goV>; Abbott, Chris <Chns.Abbott@mt.goV>;Alfison, Robert<RA!lison@mt.goV>; Berger, Luke 
<Luk2.Berg.er@mt;.gov>; Best, Elizabeth <l:Best@mt.gav>; Bidegaray, Katherine <kbid2garay@mt.g-0V>; Brown, John,. 
<JBrown3@mt.gov>; Brown,Stephan <Stephen.Brown@mt.goV>; Christopher, Deborah <dchrisiopher@mt.gov>; Cliffe, 
Matthew <~1atthew.Cuffe@mt.goV>; C','.bulski, David.<dc,,•bulski@mt.goV>; Davies, Col-ett~ <Cqlette.D~vies@mt.gov>; '­
Dayton, Ray <RDaytor,@mt.gov.>; oe5thamps_;Ousty <dd,esch;unps@mt.gov>; Edrfy;Ami <AEddy@rilt.goV>; F-ehr, 
Jessica <Jessica.Fehr@mt.goV>; Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbert@mt.goV>; Halfigan, Leslie <LHaJligan@mt.gov>; Harada, -~ ~ . . 
Ashley <Ashley.Harada@mt.gov,; Harris, Donald <Donald.Harris@mt.gov>; Ha',Worth;Mlchael <MHayworth@mt.gov,; 

' - ' -Judge Holly Brown <hlibpc@aspenproof.com>; Judge Mike Salvagni <mselvagni@aol.com>; Knisely, Mary Jane 
<MKnisely@mt.goV>; Krueger, Kurt<kkrueger@mt.gov>; Kutz.man, John<.JKutzman@mt.gov:>; Laird, Yvonne 
<Ylaird@mt.goV>; Larson,John <johlarson@mt.gov>; Le:vine.,Michela-<Mich2:le.Le-vine@mt.gov>; Lint, Jennifer 
<Jennifer.Unt@m~.goV>; Manley, Jani.es <JManley@mt.gov>; Marks, Ja:Son<Jason.Marks@mr.,gOV>; McE1v-2a, Rienne 
<Rlenna.McElyea@mt.gOV>; McElyea, Russ <RMcElyea@mt.gov>; McMahon, Michael <Mii:hael.McM ahon@mt.gov>; 
~fenahan., Michael <MMenahan@mt.goV>; MOses, Michael<Mf\.'loses@mt.gov>; Mumion,. Nitkol9s \ 
<NMumion@mt.goV>; Ohman, Peter <Pete r.Ohm~n@mt.goV>; ·oldanburg, Jon <JOldenburg@'mt.gOV>; Olson, Rob<>rt 
<ROlson3@mt.goV>; Parker; John,<John.Parker@mt.gov>; Recht,Howard <Howard.Recht@mt.gov>; Rieger, Olivia 
<Olivia.Rieger@mt.gOV>; Seeley, Kathy<KSeeley@mt.gov>; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <KSnipesRu~@mt.goV>; Souza, Rodney 
<RSouz.a@mt.gov>; Spaulding, Randal <rspauldirag@mt.gov:--; T0dd,. Gregory<GTodd@tnt.gCiV>; Ulbricht,. Heidi 
<HUlbricht@mt.go1,i'>; Vannatta, Shane<Shane.Vannatta@mt.gCN>; Wald,.Matth;,1:w<Matt..\Vald@mt.gov.>; \"lhelari, Bob 
<Robe.rt.Whelat\@mt.gov>; \f\/ilson,. O;_in <Daniel.Wilson@mt.gov> 
Subject: SB140 

Folks, 

Attached isa bill that Judge Todd has askedMJA to review andtakea position on. Please take a look at it-sorry to do 
this to you again but ll!if! the voting buttons, (.accept/reject) on your toolbar. If you can't find tr-e voting button, just 
shoot me a nota. ' 1 



From: 
Sent 
To: 

Subject: 

82th 

I am oppru2d, 

Hoit Robert.I. Jn,eltn, 
1"' J11didl,J,Distrid, Dept. 1 

Whela11, Bob 
Friday,January 29,202110;18AM 
McLaughli11, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; ' 
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafso11, Ingrid; Abbot1; Chri~ Amso11, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best 
Elizabet!,; Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown, John; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Deborah; 
Cuffe, Matthew, Cybu~ld. David; Davies, Colette; Dayto11, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, 
Amy; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halliga11, Leslle; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; 
Hayworth, Michae\ Judge Holly Br~;Judge Mike Salvagnt Knisely, Mary Jane; 
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, John; Laird, Yvonne; Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer, 
Manley, Jame~ Mark~ Jason; McElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Rus~ McMahon, Micha et 
Menahan, Michael; Moses, Michael; Murnio11, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg, Jon; 
Olson, Robert; Parker, John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, 
Kaydee;Souza;Rodney; Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht Heidi Vannatta, 
Shane; Wald, Matthe.•t, Wilson, Dan 
RE: SB140 

From: Mclaughlin, Beth <bmclaughlin@mt,gov> 
Sent: Friday,January 29, 2021 7:27 AM 

I -

To: McGrath, Mike <mmcgrath@mt.gov>; Rice, Jim <jrice@mt..gov>; McKinnon, Laurie <LMcKirmon@mt.gov>; Baker, 
B2th<bbak~r@mt.gov->; She.3, Jim <Jirr.Shea@m~.gm•>; Sandefur, Dirk <.dsandefur@mt.go'P; Gustafs.on, Ingrid 
<IGustafson@mt~goV>; Abbott, Chris <Chris.Abbott@mt.gov:>; Allison_. Robert <RAlllson@·mt.gov.>; Berg~r, Luke 
<Luke.Be-rge.r@mt.gov.>; Best, Elizabe,th <E Ba-st@mt.gov>; Bid2garay, Katherine <kbidegaray@rrit.goV>;; Brown, John 
<JBrown3@mt.gO'V>; Brown, Stephen <Stephen,Brown@mt.gov>; Christopher, D2borah<dchristoph2:r@mt.gov>; Cuffe_. 
Matthew <Matth2w.Cuff2@mt.gov:,; Cybulski, David <dcybulski@mt.goV>; Davies, Colette <Colette.Davies@mt.gov>; 
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.gov:,; Daschamps, Dusty <ddeschamps@mt.gov>; Eddy, Amy <AEddy@mt.goV>; Fehr, 
Jassica<Jessica.Fehr@mt.goV>; Gilb2rt, Brenda <BGilbert@mt,goV>; Halligan, Lesli• <LHalligan@mt.gov>; Harada, 
Ashley<Ashley.Harada@mt.goV>; Harris, Donald <Donald.Harrts@mt.gov>; Hayworth, Michael <MHayworth@mt.goV>; 
Judge Holly Brown<hbbpc@aspenproof.com>; Judge Mike Saf,agni <msalvagni@aol.com>; Knisely, Mary Jane. 
<MKnise-ly@mt.gov:>; Krueger, Kurt<kkrueger@mt.gov>; Kutzman, John <JKutzman@mt.goV>; Laird, Yvonne: 
<Ylaird_@mt.goV>; LarSofi_.John<johlarson@mt.gov>; Levine, Michele <Michele.Le.vine:@mt.goV>; lint, Jennifer 
<Jennimr.Lint@mt.goV>; Manley, Jam2s <JManley@mt.gov>; Marks, Jason <Jason.Marks@mt.gov>; McEl12a, Rlanne 
<Rienne.McElyea@mt.gOV>; McE1i1ea, Russ <RMcEtyea@mt.gov>_; McMahon_. Michael <Michael.McMahon@mt.gov>; 
t\l\enahan, Michiael <MManahan@mt.gov>; Mos£s, Michael<MMoses@mt.goV>; MumionJ Nickolas . 
<NMumion@mt.go\'>; Ohman, Peter<Peter.Ohman@mt.goV>; Oldenburg, Jon <JOldenburg@mt.gw>; Olson, Robert 
<ROlson3@mt.goV>;·Park.er, John <John.Parker@mt.gov>; Recht, How~rd <Howard.R2-eht@mt.gov>; Rieger, Olivia 
<Olivia.Rit~:ger@mt.gov>; Seeley, Kathy<KSeele.y@mt.gov>; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <KSnip.e:sRuiz@mt.goV>;Souza, Rodney 
<RSouz.a@mt.gm">;Spaulding, Randal <rspaulding@mt.gov>; Todd, Gre-gorv <GTodd@mt.gov>; Ulbricht, Heii;ii 
<HUlbricht@mt.goV>; Vannatta, Shane ~Shane.Vannana@mt.gov>; \Ii/aid, Matthew <Matt.\l'i/ald@mt.gov>; Vi/helan, Bob 
<Robert.Wh2lan@mt.gov>;Wilson, Dan ~DanietWilson@mt,goV> 
Subject: S8140 



From: 
Sent 
To: 

Subject: 

I oppose. 

Cybulski,David 
Friday, January 29, 2021 10:29 AM 
h1cLaughfin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; 
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbot1; Chris; Amson, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best 
Elizabeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; Bro,vn, John; Brown, Stephen; (;hr~topher, Deborah; 
Cuffe; Matthew, Davies., Colette; Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr, 
Jessica; Gilbert Brenda; Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth, 
Michael; Judge Holly Brown;Judge Mike Salvagn( Knise!Y, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt; 
Kutzman, John; Laird, Yvonne; ~arson, John; Levine, Michele;lint,Jennifer; Manley, 
James; Marks, Jaso~ McB)'ea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ;,McMahOn, Michael; Meni:lhan, 
Michael; Moses, Michaet Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Petar; Oldenburg, Jon; Olson, 
Robert; Parker, John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz. Kaydee; 
Souza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randa\ Todd, Gregory; Ulbncht Heidi Vannatta, Shane; 
Wald, Matthew, Whelan, Bob; V.l~on, Dan 
RE! SB140 

ShOuldn'tthis be: something that is the product of several years of study and debate? 

From: Mclaughlin, Beth <bmclaughlin@mt.gov> 
Sfiltt: Friday,January 29, 20217:27 AM 
To: McGr.ath, Mike-<fflmcgrath@mt.gov>; Rice-,Jim <jrice@mt.gov>; McKinnDn, Lauri2-<LMcKinnon@mt.ga1J>; Baker,. 
Beth <bbaker@m_t.gov>; She.a,. Jim <JimShea@mt.gov>; Sandefur, Dirk <dsandefur@mt.goV>; Gustafson, Ingrid 
<IGustaf>on@mt.gov:,; Abbott, Chris <Chris.Abbott@mt.go11>;Allison, Robert <RAllison@mt,gov:,; Berger, Luke 
<Luke.Berg2r@mt.gov>; Be.st, E1i2abeth<EBest@mt.gov>; Bidegar?v, Katherine <kbide-garay@mt;goV>; Brown, John 
<J8rown3@mt.gov:,;'Brown, Stephen <St<>phen.Brown@mt.gov,; Christopher, Deborah <dchristopher@mt.gav>; Cuffe, 
Matthew <Matthew.Cuffia@mt.gov:,; Cybulski, David <dcybulski@mt.gov:,; Davies, Colette <Co!ette.Davies@mt.gav>; 
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.go11>; Deschamps, Dusty <ddesci\amps@mt.gav>; Eao)•,Amy <P.Eday@mt.gov:,; Fehr, 
Jessica <J_essica.Fehr@mtgov::.; Gilbert, Bre-nda <BGilbett@mt.goV>_; Halligan, Leslie <U-lalligan@mt.gmo>; Harada; 
Ashley <Ashley.Harada@mt.gov:,; Harris, Donald <Donald.Harris@mt.gav>; Havworth, Michael <MHavworth@mt.goV>; 
Judge Holly Brown<hbbpc@aspenproof.com>; Judge Mike Salvagni <msalv_agni@aol.Com>; Knisely, Mal)' Jane 
<MKnisely@mt.goV>; Krueger, Kurt <kkrueger@mt.gov>; Kutzman, John <JKutzrnan@mt.goV>; Laird; Yvonne 
<YLaird@mt.goV>; Larson,John <johlarso11@mt.gov>; Levine, Michele <Michele.Levitla@mt.goV>; Lint, Jennifer 
<.Je:nnifer.Lint@mt.goV>; Ma1:1ley,-Jame.s <JManlay@mt.gev>; Marks~ Jaso11<Jason.Marks@mt.gov>; McH1ea, Rienne 
<Rlenn2.McElyea@mt.ga11>; McElyea, Rus«RMcElyea@mt.gov>; McMahon, Michael <Mlchael.McMahon@mt.gov>; 
Menahan, Micha'el <MMenahan@mt.gov:>;-Moses. Michael <MMo:Ses@mt.gov.>; Mumion, t\lickolas 
<NMurnion@mt.g'oV>; Ohm.a_n,. Pate·r <Pet-er.Ohman@mt.gov>; Oldenburg, Jon<J01de-nburg@mt.gov>; Olson,. Robert 
<R01son3@mt.gov>; Parker, John<John.Parker@mt.gqv>; Recht, Howard <Howard.Recht@mt.gov>_; Rieger, Olivia 
<Olivia.Rieger@mt.gav>; Seeley, Kathy <KSe.,ley@mt.gov>; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <KSnipesRuiz@mt.gov:,;Souza, Rodney 
<RSouza@mt.gov>; Spaulding, Randal <rspauldin,g@mt.gov>; Todd, Gregory <GTodd@mt.gov>; Ulbricht, Heidi 
<HUlbricht@mt.gov:,; Vannatta, Shane<Shane.Vannatta@mt.gav>; Wald, Matthew <Matt.Wald@mt.goV>; Whelan, Bob 
<Robert. Whelan@mt.gov>; Wilson~. Dan <o'flnie I.Wilson@mt.gov> 
SubJe<:t:: SB140 

Folks, 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject 

Recht, Howard 
Friday, January 29, 2021 8:05 AM 
McLaughlin, 'Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice,Jlm; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker,.Beth; Shea, Jirii; 
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chri~ Alllson. Robert; Berger,.Luke; Best 
Elizaoeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; Brow,, John; BrO'M'\ Stephen; Christoph.,,, Deborah; 
Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette; Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, 
Amy; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halllgan, Lesne; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; 
Hayworth, Michaet Judge Holly Br01M1; Judge Mike Salvagn\ Kniset,,, Mar/ Jane; 
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzmar\, John; Laird, Yvonne;: Larson., John; Levini; Michele; lint,. Jennifer; 
Manley, Jame~ Marks, Jason; Mc8yea, Rienne; McElyea, Rus~ McMahon),lichaet · 
Menahan, Michael; Moses, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg,Jon; 
Olson, Robert; Parker, John; Rieger, Olivia;,Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz. Kaydee; Souza, 
Rodney; Spaulding, Randa\ Todd, Gregory; Ulbricl1~ Heid\ Vannatta, Shane; Waid, 
Matthew; Whelan, Bob; \IVilson, Dan 
RE:S6140 

I am not sure if this bill ls the right fix, but having been through the: process of being coruid;ired for a judicial 
appointme.nttwice, in my opinion the currant proce.ss ·of screenings by the judicial nomin_ation commission needs to be 
overhauled. · ' 

Ideally you v,muld think the judicial nomii'latiOn commission would make recommendations based upon objective 
criteria, ranking candidates by how they score in a matrix of accepted qualifications for a judicial position. You would 

think the: commi.ssio!l woul~ only pass along those candidates who scored above a certain base.qualification score,.and 
that the score. of those who did score w-e.JI enough to be rerommend-edwould go to the governor. You would.also think 
that ea_ch membef of th2 judicial nomination commission would be, required to disclose her/his scoring for each 
candidate. 

But that is not how it V.'"Orks. Th£ commission does not conduct -an independent investigation into the caualific,etions of 
candidates. Th'e C9mmission d_oes not scar~ candidates according ~o anydisdosed obje:ctive: criteria. No member is 

required to disclose why she/heavot2s a candidate up or down. A member of the commission can vote against a 
candidate based upon race, gender, reliiion, or perceived political affiliation. In my ca.se (both times) I was grilled Qy 
certain commission members about my religion o,!tld little else. Although.I was passf?d on to the governor both times, 
those commission members who 'i.'oted .again.st me_ were the same Ones who grilled me. about my religion. 

In my opinion, this ne.e.ds to change. 

Howard F. Recht 



From: 
'sent 
To: 

Subject: 

Cliffe, Matthew 
Friday,January 29,20217:38AM 
Mc.Laughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice,Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; 
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbe~ Chri~ Alfison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best 
Elizabeth;·Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown, John; Brown, Stephen; Cl)listopher, Deborah; 
Cybulski, David; Davie>, Colette;'Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy,Amy; Fehr, 
Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth, 
Michael;Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagnt Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt; 
Kutzman, John; Laird, 'Ivonne; Larson, John; Levine. Michele; Lint, Jennifer, Manley, 
James; Mark,, Jason; McByea, Rienne; McElyea, ·Russ; McMahon, Michael; Menahan, 
Michael;Moses, Michae\ Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oldenburg,Jon; Olson, 
Robert; Parker,John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; 
Souza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randat Todq Gregory; Ulbricht Heid\ Vannatta, Shane; 
Wald, Matthew; Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan 
RE: SB140 

Has there been any-discussion as to why tt.e change? 

Cuffe 

Matthew J. Cuffe 
District Court Judge 

) 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Best, Bizabelh 
Friday,January 29, 2021 7:39 AM 
McLaughfin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice,Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; 
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, lngri(\ Abbott, Chri~ Allison, Rob err; Berger, Luke; Bidegaray, 
Katherine; Brown, Jo~ Brawn, Stephen; Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew; 
Cybulski, Davie\ Davies, Colette; Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy,Amy; Fehr, 
Jessica; Gilbert Brenda;_ Halligaf\ lBlic; Harada,Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth,. 
Michael; Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagn\ Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger; Kurt; 
Kutzman, John; Laird,Yvonne; Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Lint,Jennifer, Manley, 
James; Marks, Jason; McByea, Rienne; McE~eBr Russ; McMahon,. Michael;·Menahan, 
Michael; Moses, Michae\ Mumion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg, Jon; Olson, 
Robert; Parker, John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kayde~ 
Sou,:a, Rodney; Spaulding, Randa\ Tod<\ Gregory; Ulbricht .Heid\ Vannatta, Shane; 
Wald, Matth~ Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan 
RE: SB140 

I can't find the button but I oppose. 

Elizabeth A. Best 
Distr~ct CowtJudge 
415 SecoodAve. No.,Room 203 
Great Falls,,MT 59401 
Phone: 406.7713950 
Email ebest11Eint.2ov 
Zoom: hltps://mt-gov.zoom .uslj,9195 8457 I I0?pwd=Q2FL UDR vNTdMcnFwVXhYV 000dIBTZ:09 

\ 

/ 



From: 
Sent 
lo: 

Subject: 

Eddy,Amy 
Friday, January 29, 202.1 1°'48 AM 
Recht, Howard; McLaughlin, Bet~ McGrafl\ Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, 
Belh; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; A,bbott, Chris; Allison, Robert; Berger, 
Luke; Best Elizabet~ Bidegarey, Katherine; Brown, John; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, 
Debora~ Cuffe, Matthe>', Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette; Da,Jton, Ray; Deschamps, 
Dust,}. Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harrts,.Donald; 
Hayworth, Micha•~ Judge Holly Brown;Judge Mike Salvagn\ Knise~•. MaoJ Jane; 
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, John; Laird, Yvome; Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; 
Manley, Jame~ Mark~ Jason; McElyea, Rtenne; McElyea, Hus~ McMahon, Michaei 
Menahan, Mlchae~ Mose~ Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg,Jon; 
Olson, Robert; Parker, John; Rieger, Olivia; Seetei•, Kalhy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, 
Rodney; Spauldin~ Randa( Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht Heid\ Vannatta, Shane; Wald, 
Matlh°"t,Whelan, Bob; \l'/ilson, Dan 
Re:SB140 

For almost 50 years, since the Montana Constitution was adopted, the Judicial-Nomination 
Commission has. been 1h12 only method provided by law for filling judicial vacancies_ Its 
composition is balanced to maximize judicial competence, experience, and temperament The 
individual members ofthe Commissian evolve through new appointments by governors from 
both political parties, and different Supreme Court justices and district court judges_ 

Q 

It is my belief the JNC serves as an important insulating barrier from the Executive Branch that 
preseIYes the independence of the judiciary_ 

I have been through the JNC ti.vice_ Similar to Judge Recht, on the f'trst time through I vias asked 
inappropriate, in my mind, questions by the lay members--such as did my husband at the time 
approve of my application, and did I really thinkitwasin the best interest ofmy children to move 
schools_ I was also asked many sophisticated and nuanced questions about the I aw. public s erv:i ce 
and nonpartisanship. The JNC worked diligently to review applications and public comment, 
conducted an independent irrvestigatf_on, traveled to the local community to interview the 

_ candidates in a public forum, and then deliberated to a decision on the names to pass on to the 
Govemorfor appointment_ 

\ 
\Vbiie- undoubtedly messy at times, this process is the hallmark of a Constitution for the 
people. The JNCimplements Article VII. Section 8 (2) of the }.fontana Canstitution, as well as 
other Articles of.the Montana Constitution that so clearly value public participation. A direct 
appointment to the Governor undermines this direct public participation and does not add any 
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• tr,~sp~ency to tl_ie process. A better wey may be to simply approach the JNC about its internal 
processes. · 

\ 
I do not support this bill. 

Amy Eddy 

From: Recht, Howard <Howard.Recht@mt.goV> 
Sent: Friday,Januaiy 29, 20218:05 AM 
To: Mclaughlin, B~th <bmclaugnlin@mt.gov>; McGrath, Mike <mmcgr.ath@mt.goV>; Rice, Jim <jrice-@mt.goV>; 
McKinnon .. Lat,1rie <LMc:KinnOn@mt.gav>; Baker .. Beth<bbaker@mt.gov>; She-a, Jim <JimShe:a@mt.gov>; Sandefur~ Dirk 
<dsandefur@mt.goV>; Gustafson, Ingrid <1Gustaf5on@mt.gov>; Abbott, Chris <Chris.Abbott@mt.gov,,; Allison, Robert 
<RAlfison@mt.gov>; Berger, Luke- <Luke.Berger@mt.gov>; 82st,.l:lizab2th <EBest@mt.gov.,.-; Bidegar.av, Katherine 

<kbidegaray@mt.gov>; Brown, John <J8rown3@mt.gov>; Brown, Stephen <Ste-phen.Brown@mt.gov>; Christopher. 
Deborah<dchristopher@mt.gov>; Cufra, Matthew <Matthaw.Cuffe@mt.gov>; Cybuiski, David <dcybulski@mt.gov>; 
Davies, Colette <Colette.Davie.s@mt.gov>; Dayton, Ray <RDayton.@mt.gov>; Deschamps,.Dusty<ddeschamps@mt.gov>; 
Eddy, Amy<AEddy@m~.gov:>; Fehr, Jessica <Jessica.Fehr@mLgov>; Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbert@(fl.t.gbv>; Halligan, Leslie 
<Lllalugan@mt.gov:,.; Harada, Ashle'/ <Ashley.Harsda@mt.gov>; Harris, Donald <Donald.Harr~@mt.gov>; Ha~worth, 
Michael <MHa\worth@mt.gov>; Judge Hot~, Brown <hbbpc@asperlproof.com>; Jurlge Mike Salvagni 
<ms.all/agni@aol.com>; Knisely., Mary Jane <MKnisely@mt.gO'I/>; Krue-ger, Kurt<kkrueger@mt.gov:>; Kutzman~ John 
<JKutzman@mt.gov>;·Laird, Yvonne <VLBir.d@mt.goV>; Larson. John <johlarson@mt.gOV>; Levine, Michele 
<Michele.Levine@mt.goV>; Lint, Jennifer<.1e-nnifer.Lint@mt.ga1J>; Manley, James<JManley@mt.gov>; Marks .. Jason 
<Jason.Marks@mt.gov>; MtElyea, Ri"nne <Rienno.McElyoa@mt.gov>; McElyea, Russ <RMcElyea@mt.gov>; McMahon, 
Michael<MichaetMcM.ahon@mt.gov>; Menahan, Michael <MMenahan@mt.gov>; t-.1ose.S, Michael 

<MMo5aS@mt.gov>; Mumion, Nickolas <NMurnion@mt.gov>; Ohman .• P2t2r<Pet2r.Ohman@mt.goV>; Oldenburg,_Jon 
<.JOld2nburg@mt.g011>; Olson .. Robert<R0lson3@mt.gov>; Park2r} John<John.Parker@mt.gov>; Ri2g2r .. OUvia 

<01ivia.Rieg2r@mt.gov:,.; S2"elay .. Kathy <KSee ley@mt.gov>; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <KSnipesRuiz@mt.gov.>; Souza, Rodney 
<RSouza@mt.gov>;.~paulding .. Randal <rspaulding@mt.gov>; Todd, .Gregor,• <~T~dd@rot.go11>; Ulbricht,,H~idi 
<HUlbricht@mt.goV>;Vannatta, Shane<Shane.Vannatta@mt.gov>; Wald, Matthew <Matt.Wald@mt.goV>; Whelan .. Bob 
<Robert.Whelan@mt.gov:.; Wiison, Dan <Danie I.Wilson@mt.gov> 
SubJect: RE:SB140 

I am not sure if this bill is the: right fix .. but having baen through the process·of being conslder£dfor a judicial 
appointment twice, in my opinion the ~urren; pr6c~ss of scrnenings by the.judicial nomination commission n~e-ds to 6e 
overhauled. · 

Ideally you would.think the judicial nomination commission would make recommendations based upon objective 
criteriar ranking candidates b\' how they score in .a matrix of accepted qualifitations for a judicial position. You would 
think the commission would only pass alollg those candidates who scored abO'Je a certain base qualification score, and 

that the score of those who did score wa-11 enough to be- recomm'ended would go to the go\o'ernor. You would also thillk 
that each m2mb2r of the judicial nomination commiss!onwould be required to disclos.a'her/his scoring for each 
candidate. 

But that is llOthov: 'it works. The commission does not conduct al'.' independent invest_igation into the qualifications of 
carididates. The commission does n.ot score candidates according to any disclosed objective criteria. NO member i.s 
re"iuir.e-d to disclose why she/he votes a canciidate up or down. A member of the comtnission.can 11ote against a 
can~:Udate: based upon race, gender, religion, or ptrceived political affiliation~ In my case (both times) I was grilled by 
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certain commission.members about my n~ligion and little else. Although I was P,aSsed on to the governor both times; 
thOse cOm'mission members who voted ag,§linst me were the'. same ones who grilled me about mv religion. 

In t°Oy opinion, this ne.e.ds to change. 

Howard F. Recht 

From: McLaughlin, Beth <bmclaughHn@mt.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 7:27 AM 
To: McGrath, Mike <mmcgrath@mt.gOV>; Rice,Jim <jrice@mt.ga,>; McKinnon, Laurie <LMcKinnon@mt.gOV>; Baker, 
Beth<bbake.r@mt.gov>; She:a:. Jim <JimShe.a@mt.gew>; Sandefur, Dirk <dsande:fur@mt.goV>; Gustaf~onJngrid 
<IGustafson@mt.gov.>; Abbott, Chris <Chris.Abbott@mt.gov:,; Allison, Robert <RAllison@mt.goV>; Berger, Luke 
<Luke. Berger@rm~go~; Best, Eliz.a beth <EBast@mtgov~; Bideg.aray, Katherina,- <kbideg.;iray@mt.gov>; Brown, Joh1' 
<JBrown3@mt.gov>; Brown, Stephen<Stephen.0rown@mt.gov>; Christopher, Deborah <rlchristopher@mt.goV>; Cuffe, 
Matthew <Matthew:Cuffe@mt.gov.>; Cybul.sk~ David <.dcybulski@mt.gov.>; Davies, ~olette <Colatte.Oavies@mt.gav>; 
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.gov:,; Deschamps, Dusty <ddeschamps@mt.gOV>; Eddy,Amy <AEddy@mt.goV>; Fehr,' 
Jessica <Jesslca.Fehr@mt.goV>; Gilb2rt, Brenda <BGilbert@mt.gov:,; HalUgan, Leslie <LHalligan@mt.gw>; Harada, 
Ashley <AshleyJ{arada@mt.gov:,; Harris, Donald <Donald.Harris@mt.gov>; Ha\worth, Mic~ael <MHa-,worth@mt.gov:,; 
Judga Holly Brown <hbbpc@aspenproof.com>; Judge Mike Sa!vagni <msalvagni@~ol.com>; Knisely, Mary Jane 
<MKnls~ly@mt.gov.>; Krueger r Kurt <kkrue-g-er@mt.gov>; Kuuman, John <JKutzman@mt . .gov>; Laird, Yuonne­
<VLaird@mt.goV>; 1iir~o~. John <johlarson@mt.gOV>; L~vine, Michel~ <Michele-.Levine@mt.goV>; Lint, Jennifer 
<Jennifer.Unt@mt.gp\.'>; Manl2.y, JamM <JManlay@mt.gov>; Marks, Jason<Jason.Ma'rks@mt~gov>; McElyea, Rienne 
<Rienne.McElye:a@mt.gOV>; Mcflye-a, Rus.s <RMcEtyea@mt.gOV>; Mcri..•1ahon, ,Michael <f..,1ichael.McM ahon@mt.gov>; 
Menahan, Michael <MMenah;m@mt.goV>;,Mos.es, Michael <MMosas@mt.goV>; Murnion, Nickolas 
<NMurnion@mt.goV>; Ohman, Peter<P.ete:r.Ohman@mt.gov::i-; Oldenburg. Jon <JOldenburg@mt.gov->; Olson, Robert 
<ROlso~~mt.gov>; Parker, John<John.Parker@mt.gov>; Recht, Howard <HowardRecht@mt,gov->; Rieg;:r, Olivia 
<Olivia.Rieger@mt.g-o¢.;Seeley, Kathy<KSe-2lev@mt.gav>;Snip~ Ruiz, Ka-ydee <KSnipe:sRuiz@mt.gov::,-; Souz.a, Rodnay 
<RSouza@mt.gov>; Spaulding, Randal<rspaulding@mt.gov>; Todd,. Gregory<GTodd@mt.gm•>; l)lbricht, Hejdi 

<HUlbricht@mt.gov:,;Vannatta, Shan<><Shane.Vannatta@mt.gov>; Wald, Matthew <Matt.Wald@mt.goV>; Whelan, Bob 
<Robert.Whelan@mt.gov>; Wilson, Dan <Daniel.Wilson@mt.gov> 
Subject: S8140 

Folks, 

Attached is.a bill that Judge Todd has as:ksd MJA to re.view and take a position on. Please take a look at it-s~rrv todo 
this to you again but use the voting·buttons (accept/reject) on you,r toolbar. lf.',•ou can't find the voting button, just 
.shoot ma a not';'. 

Thanks, 

Beth Mclaughlin 
Supreme Court Administrator 
406-841-2966 

\ 
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Fiom: 
Sent 
To: 

Subject: 

Best, Bizabeth 
Friday,January 29,202111:16AM 
Eddy, Amy; Recht, Howard; McLaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, 
Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, lngrid;Abbo~ Chris; Allison, 
Robert; Berger, Luke; Bidegara>;, Katherine;-Brown, John; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, 
Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette; Dayton, Ray; D«cham ps, • 
Dusty; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brend~; Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashl,.;; Harris, Donald; 
Hayworth, Michaet Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagnc Kniseo/, Mary Jane; 
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzmat\ John; Laird, Yvonne; Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Lin~ Jennifer; 
Manley, Jame~ Marks, Jason; McElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Rus~ McMahon, Michae\ 
Menahan, Michael; Mosei, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg, Jon; 
Olson, Robert; Parker, John; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, 
Rooney; Spaulding, Randat Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht Heidt Vannatta, Shane; W31d, 
Matthew; Whelan, Bob; \~I Ison, Dan 
RE: SB140 

I agree with Judge Eddy. My observation of the Commission has been that eachm ember has worked extremely 
hard to find well qualified judges. It is a constitutional body which is one of the few that give.svoice to the 
people before politics come into play. This is in contrast to the federal model, which gives lip sen>ce to a 
citizens' commission and then disregards its re-commendations" 

E Jim beth A. Best 
Di strict C ourt_Judge 
415 Second Ave. No., Room 203 
Great Falls, MT 59?01 
Phone: 406.7713950 
Email ebest/11,mt.gov 
Zoom: https:i/mt-gov.zoom .uslj.-9195 845 7 l lO?pwd-Q2FLUDRvNTdJ.,IcrewVXhYVOOOdTBTZz09 

J 
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From: 
Sent 
To: 

SubJect: 

Laird, Yvonne 
Friday, January 29, 2021 11:03 AM 
Eddy,Amy; Recht, Howard; Mclaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, 
Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, lrigrid;Abbott Chri~ AIHson, 
Robert; Berger, Ltike; Best, Elizabeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown,John; Brown, Stephen; 
Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette; Dayton,,Ray; 
Deschamps, Dusty; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda;'Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harri,, 
Donald; Hayworth, Michaet Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni Knisely, Mary Jane; 
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, John; Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Lir:tl, Jennifer; ~.1anley, 
James; Mark, Jason; MtByea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ; McMahon, Michael; Menahan, 

· Michael; Moses, f..!ichaet Murnlon, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg,Jon; Olson, 
Robert; Parker,John; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, Rodney; 
Spaulding, Randal;Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi;Vannatta, Shane; wald, Matthew, 
Whelan, Bob;\>ltllson, Dan 
RE: SB140 

I am not in favor Of diss_olvingthe-.JN_C. Howevar,.. I certainly think it can be overhauled to be less political and more 
objective. It has bee.n my e:xperiance.and my ob~ rvation that the- JNC while 11ot tied dirnctt•,' to the executive: braoch, 
certainly is political. This has r.esulted in vef)' well qualified people notg,etting their nam2sf-0rward2d to the governor 
for consideration and names going forward that should not. My bottom line is, the JNC is not working as conte-mpl"?ted 
by the Montana Constitutio11 and a hard look needs to be taken as to how it should continue.to operate. 

r 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

SUbject: 

Bldegaray, Katherine 
Friday, January 29, 2021 11 :22 AM 
Lairc( Yvonne; Eddy,Amy; Recht, Howard; Mclaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice,Jim; 
McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, lngrtd; Abbott, Cliri~ 
Ailisof\ Robert; Berger, Luke; Best, Bizabeth; Brown, John; Bro;,m, Stephen; Christopher, 
Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, Davie\: Davies, Colette; Da,1ton, Ray; Deschamps, 
Dusty; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Hailigaf\ Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harns, Donald; 
Hayworth, Micha et Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagn\ Knisely, Mary Jane; 
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, John; Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Manley, 
Jam es; r,.,1ark~ Jason; McBye~, Rienne; McE~ea,. Russ; McMahon, Michael; Men-ahan, 
Michael; Moses, Micha et Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oldenburg,.Jon; Olson, 
Robert; Parker,John; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, Rodney; 
Spaulding, Ramlal;Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi;Vannatta, Sha.ne; \/\laid, Matthew; 
Whelan, :Bob; WilSOf\ Dan 
Re: S8140 

I agree with Judges Recht and Laird. 



From: 
Sent 
To: 

Subject: 

Manley, Jam es 
Friday, January 29, 202111:49 AM 
Bidegaray, Katherine; Laird, Yvonne; Eddy, Amy; Recht Howard; ~lcLaughlin, Beth; 
McGrath, Mike; Rice,Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; 
Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best, Elizabeth; Brown, 
John; Browf\ Stephen; Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthe"'! Cybulski, David; Davies, 
Colette; Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Fehr, !mica; Gilbert, Brenda; Hanigan, Leslie; 
Harada,Ashley; Harri~ Donald; Hayworth, Michael;Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike 
Salvagni; Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, John; Larson, John; Levine, Michele; 
Lint Jennifer, Marks, Jason; McEJyea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ; McMahon, Michael; 
Menahan, Michael; Mose~ Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg,Jon; 
Olson, Robert; Parker, John; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, 
Rodney; Spaulding, Randat Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht Heid/ Vannatta, Shane; V.'ald, 
Matthew, Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan 
RE: SB140 

It sounds'lika this bill should be studiad and re-cOnsiderad in two v~ars. It does.appear some- improvaments in the: 
process may be advisable.,. but if the main conc:ern is politlciz.ation~ this bill goes the oth2r dir2-ction. 

From: Bide,garay, Katherine <kbidegaray@mt.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 29, 202111:22 AM 
To: laird.,. Yvonne <Ylaird@mt4goV>; Eddy~ Amy<Atddy@mt.gov>; Recht, Howard <Howard.P.-echt@mt.go\.'>; 
Mclaughlin, Beth <bmdaughlin@mt.goV>; McGrath, Mike <mmcgrath@mt.goV>; Rke, Jim.<jrice@mt.gov>; McKinnon, 
Laurie <LMcKinnon@mt,gov>; Baker, Beth<bbaker@mt.goV>; She-a, Jim <JimShe-a@mt.gov.->; Sar\defur.,. Dirk 
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<dl;ande-fur@mt.goV>; Gustafson,. Ingrid <IGustafson@mt.gov>; Abbott, Chris<Chris.Abbott@mt.gov>; Allison, Rob.ert 
<RAlfison@mt.gOV>; Berger, Luk£ <Luka.Berger@mt.gov>; Best, Elizabeth <EBest@mt.gov>; Brown, John 
<JBrovm3@mt.gov>; Brown, Stephen <St.ephen.Brown@mt.gov:>; Christopher, Deborah<dchristopher@mt.gov>; Cuffe, 
Matthew <Matthe-w.Cuffe@mt.go\<>-; Cybulski, David<dcybulski@mt.gov,,; Da\.•ies, Col.ette-<Colette.Davies@mt.gov>; 
Dayton, Ray <RDaytoll@mt.gov:>; Deschamps, Dusty <ddeschamps@mt.gov>; Fehr, Jessica <.lesslca.Fehr@mt.gOV>; 
Gilbert, Brenda <8Gi1bert@mt.gov>; Halligan, Leslie <LHalligan@mt.gov>; Harada .. Ashley<Ashley.Harada@mt.gov>; 

• Harris,Donald<Donald.Harris@mt.gov>; Hayworth, Michael <MHayworth@mt.gos>; Judge Holly Brown 
<hbbpc@aspenproof.com>;Judge Mike SaNagni <msalvagni@aol.com>; Knisely, Mary Jane.<MKnisely@mt.gov>; 
Krueger., Kurt<kkrueger@mt.goV>;·Kutztnan, John<JKutzman@mt.gov>; Larson~ John<johlarson@rr,t.gov>; Lavine, 
Micha:le <Michele.Le.vine@mt.gOV>; Lint, Jennifer <Jennifer.Lint@mt.gov>; Manley, Jam.2:s <JManley@mt.gov:i-; Marks, 
Jason<.Jason.Marks@mt.goV>; McEtvea, Rienne <Rienne.McElyea@mt.gov>; McEttea, Russ<RMcElyea@mt.gov>; 
McMahon, Michael <Michael.McMahon@mt.gov>; Menahan, Michae I <MMe:nahan@mt.goV>; Moses, Micha-e:I 
<MMoses@mt.gov->; Mumion, Nickolas <NMurnion@mt.gov>; Ohman~ Peter <Pe:ter.Ohman@mt.goV>; Oldenburg_, Jon 
<JOldenburg@mt.gov>; Olson, Rob2;rt <R01sofl3-@mt.gov>; Parker; John <John.Parker@mt.gov>; Rieger, Olhlia 
<Olivia.Rieger@mt.gav>; Seeley, Kathy<KSeeJ2y@mt.gov>; Snip~s Ruiz, Kaydee <KSnipesRuiz@mt.gov:,.; Sou2a

1 
Rodrtey 

<RSol.lZa@mt.~oiJ>; Spaulding; Randal <rspauldin~@mt.gov>; Todd, Gregory<GTodd@mt.gov>; Ulbricht, Heidi 
<HUlbricht@mt.gov>; Vannatta, Shane<Shane.Vannatta@mt.gov>; Wald, Matthew <Matt.Wald@mt.gov>; Whelan, Bob 
<Roben.\i\fheJan@mt.gov>; Wilson, Dan <Daniel.\i\lils6n@mt.gov> 
Subject: R•: 5B140 

I agree with Judges Recht and Laird. 

1 



From: 
Sent 
To: 

Subject: 

Deschamp~ Dusty 
Friday, January 29, 2021 1:52 PM 
McLaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice; Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; 
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chri~ Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best 
Elizabeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; BroWJ\ John; BrOWJ\ Stephen; Chr~topher, Deborah; 
Cuffe, Matthew; Cybu~ki, David; Davies, Colette; Dayton, Ray; Eddy, Amy; Fehr,Jessica; 
Gilber1; Brenda; Halllgan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth, Michael; 
Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni; Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, 
John; Laird, Yvonne; Larsori,John; Levine, Michele; Lint,. Jennifer; Manley, James; Marks, 
Jason; McElye~ Rienne; McByea, Russ; McMahon, Michael; Menahan, Michael; Moses, 
Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg,Jon; Olson, Robert; Parker; John; 
Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, Rodney; 
Spaulding, Randal;Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi;Vannatta, Shane; \'Vaid, Matthew; 
Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan 
RE: S6140 . 

I opposa this bill. Al')art from .being unconstitutional in violation of r.i1ont. Const. Art. VII, 9sr2.l which requires a 
nomination commission, it requires at least 70 days or more, WhJth is too long in some circumstances, and as others 
have: noted would inake. the.judicial sel2ction process overtly political. As Judges. Recht and Laird havQ' pointed out .. the 
current proc2:Ss may need ~ome reform~ but this bill will not accomplish that objective. 

\ 



From: 
Sent 
To: 

Subject: 

Lint Jennifer 
Friday, January 29, 2021 3:57 PM 
Recht, Howard; McLaughfin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, 
Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris;Allison, Robert; Berger, 
Luke; Best Bizabeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown, John; Brown, Stephen; Chrisl:6pher, 
Deborah;.Cuffe, Matthew, Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette; Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, 
Dusty; EddY, Amy; Fehr, Jessica; GUbert, Brenda; Halfigan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, 
Donald; Hayworth, Michaet Judge Holly Brown;Judge Mike Salvagn\ Knise~•. Mac; Jane; 
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, John; Laird, Yvonne; Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Manley, 
James; 'Mark~ Jason; McByea, Rienne; McE!Yea, Russ; fvlcMahon, Michael; Menahan, 
Michael; Moses, Michae\ Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg, Jon; Olson, 
Robert; Parker, John; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, Rodney; 
Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Shane; Wald, Matlhe"" 
Whelan, Bob;Wllson, Dan 
RE: SB140 

I oppose the Bill, but .do not disagree- that the. proc.a-s_s can be Improved. I concur with the c:ommetlts about tl\2 import 
of citizen input, and loa_the to plac:e the: pO'\Mer of review of potenti91 judges in one person's hands. 

, 
However, as someone who heard Some of the. questioning of Judge-Recht in person_.. and then also reported to me by 
complete.Iv appalled members of the local bal'. who sat in the hearings, many of the questions asked Judge: Recht were 
way out of bounds. Sounds like Judge Eddy suffered the same. While I did not get posed offunsive quastions, many 
were smarmy arid delivered in a deme-aning·manner. I also got many exc.ellen~ probative qu-estions, and sound advice: 
{Judge John Brown saying, _uyou have to decide, are you prepared to do that"). Bottom line is the inappropriate, 
bas.el ass, offensive and argumentative: . .quasticining came from the non-attorn9y and non-judge members. P~in,g in for - , 
a judge position st"iouldn't be that )•olive nowc~msente:dto bejng a punching bag and insulted, and you just smile and 
take-it. 

(stepping off soap box now) 

J_ennlfer 



From: 
Sent 
To: 

Subject: 

Oldenburg, Jon 
Friday,January 29,2021 6:16 PM· 
Lint'Jennifer, Recht, Howard; McLaughlil\ Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKimon, 
Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson. Ingrid; Abbott Chri~ Allison, 
Robert; Berger, Luke; Best,.Eliz:abeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown, John; Bro-.n, Stephen; 
Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette; Dayton, Ray; 
Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligal\ Leslie; Harada, 
Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth, Michael; Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Sahlagni; 
Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurf; Kutzm a[\ John; laird, Yvonne; Larson, Joh~ Levine, 
Michele; Manley,James; Marks, Jason; McByea, Rienne; McE~ea. Russ; McMahon, 
Mich"ael; Menahan, Michael; Moses, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Olson, 
Robert;.Parker,John; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, Rodney; 
Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Shane; .W.ld, Matth.-•, 
Whelan, Bob; WilSOI\ Dan 
RE: 58140 

Having never. been through the process, I m~st agree with those Judges that believe a through study i5 needed. I am 
against centering the appointment without public input. I am therefore against th!s bill These,appointments cannot be 
polttical 

Sent from Vi/orkspac:e ONE Boxer 

_, 

\ 



From: 
:.em: 
To: 

Subject: 

Krueger, Kurt 
Sunday, January 31, 2021 3:38 PM 
Brown, Jo~ Mclaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; 
Shea,Jlm; Sandefur, Dlrl<; Gustafson, lngri<t Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert; Berger, /_uke; 
Best, Bizabeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, 
Matthew Cybulski, Davi ct Davies, Colette; Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; EddY, Amy; 
Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert; Brenda; Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harri~ Donal ct Hayworth, 
Michael; Judge Ho Uy Brown; Judge Mike Salvagnt Knise!Y; Mary Jane; Kutzman, Johri: 
Laird, Yvonne; Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Lint Jennifer; Manley, Jame~ Ma rl<s, Jaso11 
McByea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ;McMahon, Michael; Menahan, Michaet Moses, Michael; 
Murnion, .Nickolas; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg, Jon; Olson, Robert; Pa Iker, John; Recht 
Howard; Rieger, orivia; Seeley, Kath>.r. Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, Rodney; Spaulding, 
Randal;Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Shane;Wald, Matthe,,v, Whelan, Bob; 
\i\'ilson, Dan 
RE: S6140 _ 

I amalsoadamanH/ oppose this bill. 

Kurt KrU2ger 
District Court Judga 
Butto,MT 

~,om: Brown, John <JBrown3@mt.gov:. 
Sent: Friday,January 29, 20219:06 AM 
To: Mclaughlin_. BQth <bmclaughlin@mt.ga<J>; McGrath, MikQ <mmc..,i:rrath@'mr.g_oV>; Rice, Jim <jric2@mt.goV>; 
McKinnon, Laurie <LMcKinnon@mt.gov>; Bak~r} Beth <bbak~r@mt.gov>; Shea, Jim <JimShea@mt.gov>; Sandefur, Dirk 
<dsandefur@mtgov:.; Gustafson, l,wid <IGustafson@mtgav>; Abbott, Chris <Chrls.Abbott@mt.gov:.; Allison, Robert 
<RAlfison@mt.gov:;..; Berger, Luke <Luke.Ba.rger@mt.goV>; Best(EJiz.abeth <E6e.st@mt.gov>; Bidegar.ay, Katherine 
<kbid~aray@mt.gov>; Brown, Stephen <Stephon.Brown@mt.gov:.; Christopher, Deborah<dchri5topher@mt.gov>: 
Cuffo, Matthev.• <Matthew.Cuffe@mt.gov>; Cybulski, David <d",·bulskl@mt.gov>; Davies, Colette 
<Coletta.Davies@mt.gov:.; Dayton, Ray<RDayton@mt.gov>; O.schamps, Dusty <ddaschamps@mt.goV>; Eddy, Amy 
<AEddy@mt.gov:.; Fehr, Jassica·<.Jassica.Fehr@mt.gov>; Gilbort, Brenda<SGilbert@mt.gov.>; Halfigan, Leslie 
<LHal6gan@mtgov.:,.; Haracia.,.Ashley <Ashle:.,i.Harada@mt.gCN>i Harris, Donald <Donald.Harris@mt.g®>.; Hayworth, 
Michael <MHavworth@mt.gov:.; Judge Holly Brown <hbbpc@aspenproof.com>;Judge MikeSalvagni 
<msatvagni@aol.com>; Knis~ly, Mary Jane: <MKnissly@mt.gov>; Krueger, Kurt<kkrue-gar@mt.gov:,.; Kutzman~ John 
<JKuttman@mt.gov>; Laird, Yvonne <Ylaird@rntgoV>; Larson_.John <johlarson@mtg:ov>; L-evine, Michele 
<MicMle.Lovino@mtgov:.; Lint,Jenn~er <.Jonnifor.Lint@mt.gov:.; Manley, James<JManloy@mt.ga>J>; Marks, Jason 
<.Jason.Marks@mt.g<>V>; McEly,,a, Rienne <Rienne.McElyea@mt.gov>;"McElyea, Russ <RMcEt1•2a@mt.gov:.; McMahon, 
Michael<Micha~I.McM.ahoni@mt.gov>; h.fanahan, Michael <MM~nahiln@mt._gov>; Moses~ t11tlcha2I 
<MMoses@mt.gOV>; Mumion~ Nickolas. <NMurnion@mt.gov>; Ohman, Pater<Pete.r.Ohman@mt.go\'>; OJdenburg,·Jon 
<.JOldonburg@mt.gov>; Olson, Robart <R0lson3@mt.gov:.; Parker, John<John.Parker@mt.gov,.; Recht, Howard 
<~oward.Recht@mt.g®>; Rieger, Olivia <Olivia.Rieger@mt.goV>; Seeley, Kathy<KSeeley@mt;gov~; Snip~s Ruiz, Kaydee 
<KSnipe.sRuiz@mt.gov::-; Souza, Rodney<RSotn:a@mt.gov>; Spauld'ir.g, Randal <rs paulding.@mt.gov-;,; Todd, Gregory 
<Gfodd@mt.gov>; Ulbricht, H<>idi <f'lUlbricht@mt.gov:.; Vannatta, Shane <Shano.Vannatta@mt.gov:.; '.'Vaid, Matthew 
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<\,latt.Wald@mt.gav>; Whelan, Bob <Rob2rt.Whelan@'mt.gov,; Wilson, Dan <Daniel.Wilson@mt.gov, .. ~~.; 

Subject: RE: SB140 

Beth, I definttely opposo this bill. 

From: Mcl.augJ'}lin, Be.th <bmclaughlintIDmt.eai1> 

Sent: Friday,Januar/ 29, 2021 7:27 AM 
To: McGrath, Mlke <mmc-erath@mt.gov->; Rice,Jim <jrice@mr.0011>; McKinnon, Laurie. <LMcKinnon®mt.e-ov>; B-akar, 
Beth<bbake:r@mt.oov>;Shea, Jim <JimShea®mt.gol.'>; Sande.fur, Dirk <ctsandMur®mt. 0 01..'>; Gustafson, Ingrid 

<IGustafson@mt.go\.'>; Abbott,. Chris <Chris.Abbott®mt.eoV>; Allison, Robert <RAl1iso11@mt.gov>; Berger, Luk~ 

<luke.Bergerl@mt.goV>; Best, E.lizabeth<l:Best{@mt.gov>; Bide.gar.a',', Katherine <kbide.garay@mt.goV>; Brown, John 
<JBrown31'IDmt.eai1>; Brown, Stephen <Stephen.Brown@mt.eoV>; Christopher, Deborah <dchris:toph~n~lmt.:ea-..r>; Cuffe<, 
Matthew<Matthew.Cuffe(@mt.-eov>; Cybulski, D.avid <dc\lbulski@mt.go\'>; Da'Vies, Colette <Col~tts:.Davies@mt.gov>; 
Dayton, Ray <RDayton1@mt.goV>; Deschamps, Dusty <dde-schamps@mt.ga11>; Eddy,Amy <AEddy®mt.0 oV>; Fehr, 
Je.ssica<fassica.Fe-hrlIDmt.eoV>; Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbe-rt@mt.eov>; Halligan, Leslie<Ll-falligan(@mt.eov>; Harada, 
Ashl~ ~hl€!_y.Harada@mt.gov>; Harris, Donald <Donalci.Harris@mt.i:rov>; Hayworth.,. Michael <Ml4aywon:h1@mt.ao-....->.; 
Jud~ Holly Brown<hbbpc1@aspen.proof.com>; Judge Mika: Satv.agni <msalvaenir@aol.com>; Knisaly, Mary Jane 
<MKnise:IV{@mt:eov>; Krueger, Kurt<kk:ruegt!'rf@rtit.gov>; Kutzman, Joh_n <JKutztnat,®mt.geii..->; Laird, Yvonne 
<Ylaird@mt.e-oV>; Larson,John <johlarson®rnt.Dm.'>; Levine, Michele <l\•1ichele:.L~vine,'a.lmr.goV>; lint, Jennif2r 
<Jennifer.Lint@rnt.gov>; Manley, James <JMar.le:y@mt.-eav>; Marks, Jason<Jason.r ... farks@mt.ca,.,>; McEt•raa, Ri~nna-­
<Rie-n_ne.McElyEt-.a@mt.gov>; McEJye:a, Russ <_~McEtve:aro>mt.goV>; Cv'lcMahori, Michael <Michael.M_cMahon@mt.2ov>; 
Menahan, Michael<MMe:nahan®rnt.gov>; Moses:, Michael<MMo.ses@mt.oov.:--; Murnion, N_ickolas 
<NMumion4Pmt.eo'll">;.Ohman, Peter <Pete:r .Ohman®mt.eo~; Oldenburg, Jon <JOlde.nbure-®mt.gov>; Olson_~ Robert 
<ROlson3®mt.go-v>; ?ark er, John<John.Parken@mt.e(JIJ>; Recht,. Hovirard <Howard.Recht,@mt.eov>; Rieger, Olivia 
<Olivia.Rieg2r@mt.g-~11>; Seeley, Kathy<KSee:liayi@mt.gev>; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee: <KSnipe.S.Ruiz.®mt.eo1.»; Souza~ Rodney 
<RSouza@mt.eO'>J>; Spaulding, Randal <rspaulding@mt.eov.>; Todd, Gregory <GTodd@mt.gl:'v>; Ulbricht, Heidi 
<Hlllbricht@mt . .gov>; Vannatta, Shane <Shan~.Vannatta@mt.aav>; Wald, Matthew <Matt.V!/ald{@mt.gov>; ¼'h~lan, Bob 
<Robert.Whe:lan@mt~gcr,p; Wilson, D.an <DanieL\li.'i!.Son@mt.goV> -
Subject: 5B140 

Folks, 

Attached is a bill that Judge Todd has asked MJA to rnview aod tak" a position on. Please take a look at it -sorry to do 
this to you again but use the-voting buttons {accept/ reject) on vour toolbar. If you·can't find the: voting button, just 
shoot me a note:. 

Thanks, 

Beth Mclaughlin 
Supreme Court Administrator 
406-841-2966 



From: 
Sent 
To: 

Subject: 

I oppose. 

Ray Jc Votyfi,11, 
District Judge 
3rd Judicial District Court 
800 S. Main 
AJlaconda, MT 5971.1 
406-563-4044 

Dayton, Ray 
Monday,'February 1, 2021 7:01 AM 
OISOt\ Robert; Whelat\ Bob; Mclaughlin, Bet~ McGrath, Mike;.Rice, Jim; McKinnot\ 
Laurte; Baker, Bet~ She-. Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustaf sot\ Ingrid; Abbott. Chri~ Allison, 
Robert; Berger, Luke; Best, Elizabet~ Bidegaray, Katherine; Brow,, John; Brovvn, Stephen; 
Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette; Deschamps, 
Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fi?hr, Jessica; Gilbert; Brenda; Halfigat\ Leslie;.Harad-. Ashley; Harris, 
Donald; Hayworth, Michaet Judge Holly Brown;Judge Mi,ke Salvagnt Knise~, Mary Jane; 
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzmat\ John; Laird, Yvonne; Larsot\ John; Levine; Michele; Lint, Jennifer, 
Manley, Jam•~·Mark~ Jason;,McElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Rus~ McMahon, Michae( 
Menahari. Michael; Moses, Michael; Murniot\ Nickolas; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg, Jon; 
Parker, John;.Rechl, Howard; Rieger, Ollvi!'; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Sou,:a, 
Rodn<'{; Spaulding, Randa( Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidt Vannatta, Shane; \'Vaid, 
Matthew; Wits Or\ Dan 
·RE: S6140 

I 



From! 
Sent 
To: 

Subject: 

Gilbert; Brenda 
Monday, February 1, 2021 10:35 AM 
McLaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice,Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; 
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, lngric!;•Abbott, Chri~ Amson, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best 
Elizabeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown, John; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Deborah; 
Cuffe, Matthe"'- Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette; Day_ton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, 
Amy; Fehr, Jessica; tjalligan, Leslie; Harada,Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth, Michael; 
Judge Hol!Y Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni; Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, 
John; Laird, Yvonne; Larson, John; Levine, Michefe; Lint,. Jennifer; Manley, Jam es; Marks, 
Jason; McElyea, Rienne; McByea, Ru~s; r,.,tcMahon, Michael; Menahan, Michael; Moses, 
Michael; Mufnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg, Jon; Olson, Robert; Parker, John; 
Recht,. Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Keydee; Souza, Rodney; 
Spaulding, Randal; Tade\. Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Shane; Wald, Matthe,1; 
Whelan, Bob; Wilson, 'Dan 
RE:SB140 

Beth, I am apposed to this bill. Brenda 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

I a~o adamantly oppose. 

\ 

Murnion, Nickolas 
Monday, February 1, 2021 10:39 AM 
Mclaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice;Jim; McKinoon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; 
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chri~ Alfison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best 
Efizab.eth; Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown. John; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Deborah; 
Cuffe, Matthew; Cybu~ki. David; Da>1ies, Colette; Dayton, R11'J; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, 
Amy; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Lesne; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; 
Hayworth, Michaet Judge Holly Biown;Judge Mike Salvagnt Knise!Y, Mary Jane; 
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, John; Laird, Yvonne; Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Lint,Jennifer; 

,Manley, Jame~ Marks, Jason; McE!yea, Rienne; McElyea, Rus~ McMahon, Michaet 
Menahan, Michael; Mose~ Michael; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg, Jon; Olson, Robert; 
Parker, John; Recht Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza, 
Rodney; Spaylding, Randat Todd, Gregory; Ulbrichi- Heidt Vannatta, Shane; Wald, 
Matthew; Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan 
RE: SB140 
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