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Pursuant to M. R. App. P., Rule 16, the Governor first respectfully moves for
the immediate recusal or disqualification of Judge Kurt Krueger and any Montana
judicial officer who “voted” on or expressed public approval or disapproval of
Senate Bill 140 (SB 140), as described herein. Second, the Governor respectfully
requests disclosure to the parties of the voting results of Montana Supreme Court
Administrator McLaughlin’s poll regarding SB 140, described below. Third, the
Governor respectfully moves for a stay of this proceeding until such time as the
Court can seat an impartial and independent judicial panel to decide this case. Given
the gravity of the present motions, for good cause shown, and pursuant to Rule 29(1),
the Governor finally moves for leave to exceed the word count limitations of Rule
16(3). The word count of these combined Motions, including footnotes and
attachments, is 2,376 words. Counsel for the Governor has made diligent efforts to
contact Petitioners’ counsel regarding this motion, but as of the time of this filing
Petitioners’ counsel has not stated whether they object.

INTRODUCTION

The United States Supreme Court has long held that due process requires, at
minimum, an impartial judiciary. United States v. Washington, 157 F.3d 630, 660
(9th Cir. 1998) (quoting Marshall v. Jerrico, Inc., 446 U.S. 238, 242 (1980) (“The

Due Process Clause entitles a person to an impartial and disinterested tribunal in



both civil and criminal cases.”)). Montana’s Code of Judicial Conduct (MCJC)
prohibits judges from making statements on pending or impending cases that would
Impair or interfere with the fairness of that matter, Mont. R. Jud. Conduct, Rule 2.11,
and compels recusal “in any proceeding in which the judge’s impartiality might
reasonably be questioned.” Id. at Rule 2.12. Judicial impartiality and fairness are
in doubt, here.

On January 29, 2021, Montana Supreme Court Administrator Beth
McLaughlin emailed every Montana Supreme Court Justice and every Montana
District Court Judge—using government email accounts—to request that they
“review and take a position on [Senate Bill 140] ... us[ing] the voting buttons
(accept/reject) on your toolbar. If you can’t find the voting button, just shoot me a
note.” Declaration of Derek J. Oestreicher, Exhibit A (hereinafter “Exhibit A”). In
response, the Honorable District Judge Kurt Krueger—the judge the Chief Justice
selected to replace him in this case following recusal—emailed: “lI am also
adamantly oppose [sic] [Senate Bill 140].” Such prejudgment of SB 140 reasonably
demonstrates Judge Krueger’s partiality and bias, which requires his recusal or

disqualification from this case. See Caperton v. A.T. Massey Coal Co., 556 U.S.



868, 872 (2008) (requiring recusal where “the probability of actual bias on the part
of the judge or decisionmaker is too high to be constitutionally tolerable.”).!

Public confidence in the integrity of Montana’s judiciary relies on judicial
Impartiality and independence, free from impropriety and the appearance of
impropriety. See Williams-Yulee v. The Florida Bar, 575 U.S. 433, 445 (2015)
(quoting Caperton, 556 U.S. 868 at 889, 129 S. Ct. 2252 (“We have recognized the
‘vital state interest’ in safeguarding ‘public confidence in the fairness and integrity

of the nation’s elected judges.””). That confidence has been shaken. To restore
public confidence in this adjudicatory process, the voting results of Administrator
McLaughlin’s poll regarding SB 140 should be disclosed, and the Court should stay
this matter until the Court seats an impartial judicial panel to decide this case.
BACKGROUND
On January 29, 2021, Administrator McLaughlin sent an email to every

Montana Justice and Judge with the subject line “SB 140.” Exhibit A. The email

stated:

1 While it is currently unknown who among the state judicial officers “voted” in
support or opposition to SB 140 using Administrator McLaughlin’s email toolbar,
the following district court judges responded to Ms. McLaughlin’s invitation to take
a position on the bill: Judge Elizabeth Best, Judge Katherine Bidegaray, Judge John
Brown, Judge Matthew Cuffe, Judge David Cybulski, Judge Ray Dayton, Judge
Dusty Deschamps, Judge Amy Eddy, Judge Brenda Gilbert, Judge Leslie Halligan,
Judge Kurt Krueger, Judge Yvonne Laird, Judge Jennifer Lint, Judge James Manley,
Judge Nickolas Murnion, Judge Jon Oldenburg, Judge Howard Recht, and Judge
Robert Whelan.



Attached is a bill that Judge Todd has asked MJA [Montana Judges
Association] to review and take a position on. Please take a look at it
—sorry to do this to you again but use the voting buttons (accept/reject)
on your toolbar. If you can’t find the voting button, just shoot me a
note.

Exhibit A (emphasis added). It is unclear from Administrator McLaughlin’s email
whether Montana’s judiciary participated in other polls related to SB 140, or whether
it normally participates in similar polls and dialogue related to other proposed laws.
The email chain does not reveal the poll results, including whether judges or justices
voted using the toolbar. But 18 District Court Judges responded to McLaughlin,?
using their government email accounts, with opinions regarding SB 140. See Exhibit
A. That judicial commentary included:

“I’m in opposition to the bill.” — Judge Leslie Halligan

“l can’t find the button but | oppose.” — Judge Elizabeth Best
“Beth, I definitely oppose this bill.” — Judge John Brown

“l am opposed.” — Judge Robert Whelan

“l oppose.” — Judge David Cybulski

“I do not support this bill.” — Judge Amy Eddy

“I am not in favor of dissolving the JNC. However, | certainly think
it can be overhauled to be less political and more objective.” — Judge
Yvonne Laird

“l oppose this bill.” — Judge Dusty Deschamps

“l oppose this bill, but do not disagree that the process can be
improved.” — Judge Jennifer Lint

“Having never been through the process, | must agree with those
Judges that believe a through [sic] study is needed. | am against
centering the appointment without public input. | am therefore

2 Judge Matthew Cuffe did not express a position in his emailed response, but rather
asked “[h]as there been any discussion as to why the change?”
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against this bill. These appointments cannot be political.” — Judge
Jon Oldenburg

“It sounds like this bill should be studied and reconsidered in two
years. It does appear some improvements in the process may be
advisable, but if the main concern is politicization, this bill goes in
the other direction.” — Judge James Manley

“l am also adamantly oppose this bill.” — Judge Kurt Krueger

“l oppose.” — Judge Ray Dayton

“Beth, | am apposed [sic] to this bill. Brenda.” — Judge Brenda
Gilbert

“l also adamantly oppose.” — Judge Nickolas Murnion

“I am not sure if this bill is the right fix, but having been through the
process of being considered for a judicial appointment twice, in my
opinion the current process of screenings by the judicial nomination
commission needs to be overhauled.” — Judge Howard Recht

“l agree with Judges Recht and Laird.” — Judge Katherine
Bidegaray

Exhibit A. Each email was sent using the “reply-all” feature. Thus, every Montana
Judge and every Justice presumably observed their colleagues’ expressions and
comments concerning SB 140.
LEGAL STANDARDS

Montana has declared that an independent, fair, and impartial judiciary is
indispensable to its system of justice. MCJC, Preamble (2009) (cited by French v.
Jones, 876 F.3d 1228, 1230 (9th Cir. 2017)). A judge is required to act at all times
In @ manner that promotes “public confidence in the independence, integrity, and
impartiality of the judiciary, and shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of
impropriety.” MCJC 1.2. Further, a judge is prohibited from making “any public

statement that might reasonably be expected to affect the outcome or impair the



fairness of a matter pending or impending in any court, or make any nonpublic
statement that might substantially interfere with a fair trial or hearing.” MCJC 2.11.
When engaging in extrajudicial activities, a judge shall not “participate in activities
that would appear to a reasonable person to undermine the judge’s independence,
integrity, or impartiality.” MCJC 3.1. “A judge shall disqualify himself or herself
in any proceeding in which the judge’s impartiality might reasonably be questioned.”
MCJC 2.12.

“It is axiomatic that a fair trial in a fair tribunal is a basic requirement of due
process” under the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Caperton, 556
U.S. at 876. Montana’s Due Process Clause, see MoONT. CoNsT. art. Il, § 17,
similarly is the “guiding principle of our legal system” and contemplates tenacious
adherence “to the ideal that both sides of a lawsuit be guaranteed a fair trial.” Lopez
883. v. Josephson, 2001 MT 133, 1 35, 305 Mont. 446, 30 P.3d 326. A judge’s
actual bias clearly violates due process. See Caperton, 556 U.S. at 883. But even
absent actual bias, Judge Kreuger’s actions create a probability of bias that due
process cannot tolerate. See Caperton, 556 U.S. at 877 (concluding that due process
Is implicated where “the probability of actual bias on the part of the judge or

decisionmaker is too high to be constitutionally tolerable”).



ARGUMENT

Pursuant to MCJC Rules 1.2, 2.11, 2.12, and 3.11, Judge Krueger should
recuse himself or be disqualified because he has made a public statement
demonstrating actual bias that can reasonably be expected to affect the outcome of,
and jeopardize the fairness of, this action. Rule 2.12 requires Judge Krueger’s
disqualification because his impartiality in this matter can be reasonably questioned.
Even if, arguendo, Judge Krueger harbored no actual bias against SB 140 and
endeavored to approach the issue fairly and impartially, the probability and
appearance of bias created by his public statement would lead to the reasonable
conclusion that he has prejudged this case.

l. The MCJC requires Judge Krueger to disqualify himself because of
his bias and prejudgment of the issues involved in this case.

The MCJC requires a judge to act in a manner that promotes public confidence
in the independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary. MCJC 1.2. To that
end, a judge is expressly prohibited from making “any public statement that might
reasonably be expected to affect the outcome or impair the fairness of a matter
pending or impending in any court.” MCJC 2.11. Judges likewise are prohibited
from participating “in activities that would appear to a reasonable person to
undermine the judge’s independence, integrity, or impartiality.” MCJC 3.1(C). In

any circumstance in which a judge’s impartiality might reasonably be questioned,



the judge “shall disqualify himself or herself.”” MCJC 2.12. A judge’s unique
authority and role within our constitutional system sometimes delimits her ability to
opine publicly on matters likely to come before the judiciary.®

Judge Krueger’s continued participation in this case violates these judicial
conduct rules. The same is true for Judge Krueger’s judicial colleagues who echoed
his sentiments or voted to approve or disapprove SB 140. Judge Krueger’s statement
that he “adamantly oppose[s] [Senate Bill 140]” can only be characterized as a biased
prejudgment of the issues presented in this case. “Adamant” is defined as “utterly
unyielding in attitude or opinion in spite of all appeals.”* In other words, Judge
Krueger has publicly stated that, in spite of all argument to the contrary, he is
intractably decided on the issue of SB 140. He is biased and prejudiced against SB
140. His opposition is adamantine. This type of prejudgment—expressed a mere
two months before he was selected to replace the Chief Justice in this case—erodes

public confidence in the impartiality and independence of the judiciary.

% These types of restrictions on judicial speech are ubiquitous throughout the states
and obviously satisfy any level of First Amendment scrutiny. See French v. Jones,
876 F.3d 1228, 1231 (9th Cir. 2017); see also Republican Party of Minn. v. White,
536 U.S. 765, 774 (2002). The U.S. Supreme Court has held that “protecting the
integrity” of the judiciary and “maintaining the public’s confidence in an impartial
judiciary” are compelling government interests. Williams-Yulee, 575 U.S. at 445;
see id. at 447 (“[N]o one denies that [the concept of public confidence in judicial
integrity] is genuine and compelling.”). To the extent MCJC Rules 1.2, 2.11, and
3.1 proscribe some judicial speech, those rules are narrowly tailored to further
Montana’s compelling interest in preventing both actual and perceived judicial bias.
4 See Adamant, DICTIONARY.COM, https://www.dictionary.com/browse/adamant.
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Judge Krueger’s statement and participation in this case directly violates MCJC
Rules 1.2, 2.11, and 3.1, and demand his immediate recusal or disqualification.®

II.  Due process requires Judge Krueger’s recusal because of the objective
risk of actual bias and prejudgment.

Judge Krueger’s public statement demonstrates actual bias, which is sufficient
grounds for recusal or disqualification under the U.S. and Montana Constitutions.
See Caperton, 556 U.S. at 883 (“[A]ctual bias, if disclosed, no doubt would be
grounds for appropriate relief.”). Yet even without Exhibit A’s proof of actual bias,
due process would nevertheless require his disqualification here because his actions
have created a “probability of bias.” Id. at 884. Judge Krueger’s public statement
Is tantamount to a guarantee of actual bias, so it necessarily poses the risk of actual
bias. Due process accordingly requires his recusal and disqualification.

CONCLUSION

Pursuant to the MCJC and the due process guarantees of the U.S. and Montana

Constitutions, the Governor respectfully requests that Judge Krueger recuse himself

or be disqualified from this case. The Governor also requests that any other Montana

® Judge Krueger’s selection as the Chief Justice’s replacement raises other troubling
questions under the judicial conduct rules. By the time of that selection, presumably
every judicial officer in the state was aware of Judge Krueger’s strident opposition
to SB 140. Respondent presumes that at least some of Judge Krueger’s colleagues
took action under Rules 2.16(A) and (C) of the Montana Code of Judicial Conduct,
but as of this date, any such remedial actions have not succeeded in recusing or
disqualifying him from this case.



judicial officers who, like Judge Krueger, expressed approval or disapproval of SB
140 recuse themselves or be disqualified. The Governor requests that the Court
produce to the parties the voting results of Administrator McLaughlin’s poll
regarding SB 140. The Governor moreover requests a stay until all the
communications and poll results related to SB 140 are released to the parties and the
panel is duly recomposed.® And finally, the Governor requests leave under Rule

29(1), and for good cause shown, to exceed the word count limitations of Rule 16(3).

Respectfully,

Greg Gianforte Austin Knudsen
GOVERNOR OF MONTANA ATTORNEY GENERAL OF MONTANA
/s/ Anita Milanovich /s/ Derek Oestreicher
Anita Milanovich Derek Oestreicher

General Counsel General Counsel
Office of the Montana Governor Montana Department of Justice
PO Box 200801 215 N Sanders
Helena, MT 59620 Helena, MT 59601
Anita.Milanovich@mt.gov Derek.Oestreicher@mt.gov
406.444.5554 406.444.1953

® The undersigned, having learned of the facts disclosed in Exhibit A, hereby aver
that they have fulfilled their obligations under Rule 8.3(b) of the Montana Rules of
Professional Conduct.
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| am a licensed, practicing attorney in the State of Montana, and am currently

employed by the Montana Department of Justice, Office of the Attorney

General.

Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a compilation of emails exchanged between

Montana Supreme Court Administrator, Beth McLaughlin, and every Montana

Supreme Court Justice and District Court Judge, utilizing government email

accounts.

I am disclosing Exhibit A consistent with my ethical obligations under the

Montana Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule 8.3(b).

Pursuant to Rules 12(10) and 29(1), M. R. App. P., the extraordinary

circumstances presented by Exhibit A justify the overlength combined motions

and supporting argument filed herewith by the Governor.

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of

America and the State of Montana that the foregoing is true and correct.
Respectfully submitted this 1st day of April, 2021.

By: /s/ Derek J. Oestreicher
Derek J. Oestreicher




DECLARATION OF
DEREK J. OESTREICHER

EXHIBIT A



.From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Folks,

MecLaughlin, Beth

Friday, January 28, 2021 7:27 AM

McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirc:
Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best, Elizabeth; Bidagaray,
Katherine; Brown, Johr; Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Debarah; Cuffe, Matthew;

- Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette; Daytan, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr,

Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Danald; Hayworth,
Michael; Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salragni; Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt:
Kutzman, John; Laird, Yvonne; Larson, John; Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Manley,
James; Marks, Jason; McElyea, Rienne McElyea, Russ; Mchiahion-Michael; Menshan,
Michael; Moses, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Chman, Peter; Cldenburg, Jon; Olson,
Robert; Parker, John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydclee;
S6uza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi: Vannatta, Shane;
Wald; Matthew; Whelan, Bob: Wilson, Dan

5B 140 .

LC1094 (1).pdf

Attached is a bill that Judge Todd has asked MJA to review and ke a position on. Please tzke a look at it — sorry to do
this to you again but use the voting buttons (accept/reject) on your toolbar. i you cart find the voting button, just

shoot me a note.
Thanks,
Beth Mclaughlin

Supreme Court Administrator
406-841-2966



From:

Sent:
To:

Subject: Re: 5B140 .

Halligan, Leslie

Friday, January 29, 2021 8:04 AM

Best, Bizzbeth

hiclaughlin, Bethy McGrath, Mlke Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laune Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim;
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chrig Allison, Robeit; Berger, Luke; Bidagaray,
Kathering; Brown, Johry Brown, Stephen; Christopher, Déborah: Cuffe, Mattheaw;
Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette: Dayton, Ray; Descham ps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr,
JessicarGilbart, Brendg, Herada, Ashley; Haris, Donald; Hayworth, Michael Judge Holly
Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni: Knisély, Mary Jane; Kruager, Kurt; Kutzman, John; Laird,
Yvonne; Larson, Johry Levine, Michale; Lirt, Jennifer; Manley, Jam es: Marks, Jasomn
McElyea, Rignne: McElyea, Russ; Mchtahon, Michael; Menahan, Michaek Moses, Mtchael;
Murnion, Nickolas; Chman, Peter; Oldenburg, fori; Olson, Raobeit; Parker, John Rechf,
Howard; Rieger, Qlivia; Seeclay, Kathy; Snipés Ruiz, Kaydes; Souza, Redney; Spaulding,

Randal; Todd, Gregory: Ulbricht, Herd: Vannatta, Shang; Wald, Matthew: Whelan, Boh;

Wilson, Dan |

I'm in cpposition to the bill

Judge Halligan

Sent from my iPhong

Onlan 28, 2021, at 7:39 AM, Bast, Elizabath <EBest@mt.gov> wrote:

I can’t find the button but I oppose.

Elizabeth A Best

Diskrict Court Judge

415 Second Ave. No,, Room 283

Great Fatls, MT 39401

Phone: 4046.771.3950 ‘ _ k

Email shest@mt sov

Zoom: hitps./mt

gov.zoom.us{/21938457110%pw d=QIFLUDRYNT Menfw VXhY VOOOdTB TZz00

<imagedll.png>



From: ) . Brown, John
Sent , Friday, January 29, 2021 9:06 AM : '
To: " Mclaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike: Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Bethy Shea Jim;
. Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid: Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robart; Bergar, Luke: Best,
Elzabeth’ Bidegaray, Katherine Brown, Stepher; Christopher, Deborahy Cuffe, Matthew,
Cybulski, Daviet Davies, Colette; Dayton, Ray; Descham ps, Dusty: Eddy, Amy; Fehr
Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Léslis; Harada, Ashley: Harris, Donald; Hayworkh;
Michael; Judge Holly Brown'Judgé Mike Salvagnt Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt:
Kutzman, Jehn Laird, Yvonne Larson, Johry Lavine Michels; Lint, Jennifer; Manlay,
James; Marks, Jason; McElyea, Rignne; McElyea, Russ; McMahon, Michael; Menahan,
Mlchael Moses Michaet Murnion, Nickolas; Ghman, Peter; Cldenburg, Jory Glson,
Robert; Parker, John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia: Séeley, Kathy: Snipes Ruiz, Kaydeg
Soura, Rodngy; Spaulding Randal Todd, Gragony; Wbricht, Heidi Vannatta, Shane'

Wald, Matthew, Whelan, Boby Wilson, Dan
Subject: RE: SB140

Beth, | definitely oppose this bill.

3 4

From: Mclaughlin, Beth <bmelanghlin@ mt.zov>

Sent: Friday, January 28, 2021 7:27 Al i :
To: McGrath, Mike <mmcgrath@mt.zovs; Rice, Jim <jrice@mt.gov; McKinnon, Lawrie <LMcKinnon@mt.gov>; Baker,
Beth <bbaker@mt.govs; Shea, Jim <limShea@mt.govs; Sandefur, Dirk =dsandefur@mt.govs; Gustafson, Ingrid
<[Gustafson@mt. gov>; Abbatt, Chris <Chris Abbott@mt.zovs; Allison, Robert <RAllison@mt.covs; Berger, Luke

<Luke, Berger @mt.gov=>; Bast, Elizabath <EBast@mt.gov>; Bidesaray, Katherine <kbidegaray@mit.sov>; Brown, John;:
<1Brovin3@mt.gove; Brown, Staphén <Stephen. Brown@mt.govs; Christopher, Deborsh -cdehrlstopherOmLaw:-- Cuffa
Matthow <Matthew Cuffe@mt.wow Cybulski, David <deybulski@mt govs; Davies, Colette <Coplette.Davies@mt.gove; .
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt covs; Deschamps Dusty <ddaschamps@mt.govs>; Ediy, Aney mEddy@mt gov>; Fehr,
Jessira <Jessica.Fehr@mt.govs; Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbert@mt.gove; Halraan Leslie <U—lal||=an@mtgov> Harada
Ashley <Ashley. Harada@mr_guw Harris, Donald <Donald.Harris@ mt.guu>- Hayworth, Michae! <MHayworth@mr.govs;
-Judge Holly Brown <hbbpt@aspenproof coms; Judge Mike Salvagni <msalvagni@aol.comi>; Knisely, Mary lane
<MKnisely@mt. govs; Krueger, Kurt <kkroeger@mt.govs; Kuuman John <JKutzman@mt gove; Laird, Yvonne
" <Ylalrd@mt gove; Larson, John <[ehlarson@mt.covs; Levine, Michala <Michete, Levina@mt.gzovs: Lint, Jennifer
<Jennifer.Lint@mt.gov>; Manley, Jaries <IManley@mt.gov>; Marks, Jason <Jason Marks @mr.géws>; McElvea, Riznne
<Rignna.McElyea@mt.gon>; MeElyea, Russ <RMcElvea@mt zovs; Mchahon, Michaal <iichael.McM ahon@mt.gow
Menahan, Michae! <MMenahan@mt.zov=; Masas, Michael <iv Moses@mt gov>: Mumion, Nickolas
<NMurnion@mt.gove; Chman, Peter <Pater.Ohman@mt govs; ‘Oldenb urg, lon<lOidenburg@mt.zov>; Olson, Robart
<R0Olson3 @mt.gove; Parker, Jehn<lohn.Parke n@mt.govs; Recht, Howard <Howard Recht@mat.govs; Rieger, Olivia
<Olivia.Rieger@mt.gov>; Seeley, Kathy <KSeeley @mt.oovs; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <KSnipesRuiz@mt.cove; Sou 23, Rodney
<RSowza@mt.govy; Sgaulding, Randal <rspauiding@mt.govy; Todd, Gregory <GTodd@mt.govs; Ulbricht, Heidi
<HUlbricht@mt.gov>; Vannatta, Shane <ShaneVannatta@mt.govs; Wald, Matthew <Matt.Wald@mt.govs; Whelan, Bob
<Robert Whelah@mt.govs; Wikon, Dan <Daniz|Wilson@mt.govs
Subject: 55140

Folks, C.

Attached is a bill that Judge Todd has asked MJA o review and take a position on. Please take a look at it —sorry to do

this to you again but use the votmg buttens (acceptfrefect) on your toolbar. If you can’t find the voting button, just
shoot me anpote.



From: Whelan, Bob

Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 10;18 Al

To: Mclaughlin Bathy McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Bethy Shea, Jim; *
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbett, Chrig Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best,
Elizabeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown, John; Brown, Stephery Christopher, Deborah
Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette Dayton, Ray: Deschamps, Dusty: Eddy,
Amy; Fehr, Jessicg, Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leskie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald;
Hayworth, Michael Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni Krisely, Mary Jane;
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, Johry Laird, Yvonneg Larson, John; Levine, Michele: Lint, Jennifer;
Manley, Jameas; Marks, Jasory McElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ MechMahon, Michaal
Manahan, Michael; M oses, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Patar Qldenbury, Jory
Qlson, Robert; Parker, John: Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Sealey, Kathy: Snipes Rui,
Kaydee; Sowza, Rodnzy; Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi Vannatta,
Shane Wald, Matthews Wilsan, Dan

Subject: RE: SB140

Beth
Tam opposad,

Hon Robert J. Whelan

> Indicial District, Dept. 2

From. M::Laugh]m Beth <bmclaughlln@mt S0V> :
Semt: Friday, January 25, 2021 7:27 AM

To: McCrath, Mike «emmcgrath@mt.govs; Rice, lim <jrice@mt.govs; McKinnon, Laurie <LMcKinnon@mt.gov>; Baker,
Beth <bbakar@mt.gov>; Shea, Jim <limShea@ mt.gov>; Sandefur, Dirk <dsandefur@mt.govs; Gustafson, Ingrid
<IGustafson @mt. govs; Abbott, Chris <Chris.Abbott@mt.covs; Allison, Robert <RAllison @mt.gov>; Berger, Luka
<Luke.Berger @mt.gov>; Best, Elizabeth <E Bést@mt.govs; Bidzgaray, Katherine <kbigegaray@nit. gov>; Brown, John
<JBrown3i@mt.gov; Brown, Stephen <Stephen.Brown@mt.sovs; Christopher, Deborah <dchristopher@mt.gov>; Cuffe,
iatthaw <Matthew.Cuffe@mt.gove; Cybulski, David <doybulski@mtgovs; Davies, Coletie <Colette.Davies@mt.govs;
Dayton, Ray <BDayton@mt.gove; Deschamps, Dusty <ddaschamps@mt.govs; Eddy, Amy <AEddy@mtgovs: Fahy,
Jessica <Jessica,Fehr@mt.gov>; Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbert®mt.govs; Halligan, Leslie <LHalligan@mt.gov>; Harada,
Ashiey <Ashley.Harada@mt. govs; Harris, Donald <Donald Harris@mt.govs; Hayworth, Michazl <MHayworth@mt.zovs;
Judge Holly Brown <hbbpc@aspenproof.coms; Judaa Mike Salvagni <msalvagni@acl.com>; Knisely, Mary Jane
<MKnisely @mt.gov=; Krueger, Kurt-<kkrus eaer@mtﬂw> Kutzman, John <JKutzman @mit.gove; Laird, Yvonne
<¥laird@mr.gove; Larson, John <jchlarson@mt.zov>; Levinz, Michale <Michelz Levine@mt.gove; Lint, Jennifer
<Jennifer.Lint @mt.gov=; Manlzy, James <IManley@mt.gov>; Marks, Jason <jas_nn-Mar{ks@mt.gw>; McElyea, Rignne
<Rienne.McElyeag@mt.gov>; McElyea, Russ <RMcElyaa@mt.gov>; McMahaon, Michael <Michagl.MchMahon@mt.govs;
IMenahan, Mickae| <MMenahan@mt.govs; Moses, Michasl <ildoses@mt.covs; Murnion, Nickolas .
<NMurmion@mt.govs; Ohman, Peter <Peter.Chman@mt. gov>; Oldenburg, Jon <J0ldenburg@mt.govs; Olson, Robert
<ROlson3 @mt.govs; Parker, lohn <lohn.Parker@mt govs; Recht, Howard <Howard.Recht@ mt.gev>; Rizger, Olivia
<Olivia.Riege r@mt.gov>; Sazley, Kathy <KSeelky@mt.gov>; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <KSnipesRuiz@mt.gove; Souzs, Rodney
<RSpiza@mt.gov>; Spaulding, Randal <rspauldine@mt.gov>; Tedd, Gregory <GTodd@mt.zovs; Ulbriche, Heidgi
<HUlbricht@mt govs; Vannatta, Shane <Shane Vannatta@mit.govs: Wald, Matthew <Matt, Wald@mt gov>: Whelan, Bob
<Robert Whalan@mt.gov>; Wilson, Dan-<Daniel Wilson @t gov>

Subject: 58140



From: Cy bulski,-David

Sent: ) Friday, January 29,2021 10:22 AM

To: Melaughlin Bethy McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Bethy Shea, Jim;
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert: Bargar, Luke: Bast,
Elizabethy Bidegaray, Katherine Brown, John; Brown, Stephery Christopher, Deboraky
Cuffe; Matthew; Davies, Colette; Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty: Eddy, Amy; Fehr,
Jessica; Gilhert, Brenda; Hailigan, Leslie; Harada, Ashlzy; Harris, Donald; Hayworth,
Michaal; Judge Holly Brown:-Judge Mike Salvagni Knisely, Mary Jane: Krueger, Kur
Kutzman, Johry Laird, Yvonne; Larson, Johrn Leving, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Manley,
James; Marks, Jasory McEyea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ; Mdwvahon, Michael; Menzhan,
Michael; Moses, Michael Murnion; Nickolas; Ohman, Petar: Cldenburg, Jor: Olson,
Robart; Parker, John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia: Seeley, Kathy: Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee:
Souza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randa} Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidf Vannatta, Shane;
Wald, Ma"cmam; Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan

Subject: RE: SB140 '

| oppose.

Shouldn't thils be someti’ring that is the product of severalyears of study and debate?

L T T T I S S U RPN - Jp— Jru—

From: Ml:LauﬂhIm Beth <bmela uchim@mt SOV

Sant: Friday, January 28, 2021 7:27 A

To: McGrath, Mike<mmcgrath@mt.gw> Rice, Jim <jrice@mt.gev>; MoKinnon, Laurie <LAdcKinnon@mt.govs; Baker,
Bath <bbaker@mt. .go\>; Shea, lim <limShea@mt.gov>; Sandefur, Dirk <dsandefur@mt.vov> Gustafson, Ingrig
<IGustaf~son@ngow Atbott, Chris <Chris Abbott@mt . gov=; Allison, Robert <RAllison@mt, 20v>; Berget, Luke

- <lLoke. Berger @mt.gov>; Bost, Elizabeth «EBest@mt.govs; Bidegaray, Katherine <kbidegaray @mt.cove; Brown, John
<IBrown3@mtgov>; Brown, Stephen <Stephen.B rmun@mt.gm."ﬁ : Christophar, Deborah <dchristopher@mt.zovs; Coffe,
Matthew <Matthew.Cuffe@mt.gove; Cybulski, David <dcybulski@megovs; Davies, Colette <Colatte Davies@mt.govs;
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.govy; Deschamps, Dusty <ddeschamps@mt.govs; Eddy, Amy ﬂEdﬂy@mt.gow;Fehr,
Jessica <lessica.Fahr@mtgovs; Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbert@mt.gove; Halligan, Leslie <LHalligan@mt.zov>; Harada;
Ashiey <Ashley. Harada@mt.gov>; Harris, Dohald <Donald Harris@mt.govs; Hayworth, Michael <iHayworth@mt.gove;
Jundge Holly Brown <hbbpc@aspenproof.com>; ludge Mike Salvagni <msalvagrti@aol.éom$;.Knisely, Mary lane
<MKnisely @mt.gov>; Krueger, Kurt <kkrueger@mt.gov>; Kutzman, John <JKutzman@mit.govs; Laird; Yvonnz
<flaird@mt.gov>; Larson, John <johlarson@mt.govs; Leving, Michele <Michele.Levine@mt.govs; Lint, Jennifer
<lennifer.Lint@mt.gov>; Manley, lames <JManlay@mt.zov>; Marks, Jason <Jason.Marks@mt.gov>; McElyea, Rienne
<Rlenne,McElyea@mt.gov>; McElyea, Russ <RMcElyea@mt gov>; Mcehtahon, Michasl <Michael.Mchdahon@mt.govs-:
tenahan, Michael €hMMenashan@mt gove; Mases, Michae! <iMMoses@mt.zove; Murnion, Nickolas
<NMurnion@mt.gove: Ohman, Peter <Peter Chman@mt gov>; Oldenburg, Jon<JOldenburg@mt.govs; Olson, Robert
<ROlsond @mt.gov>; Parkar, John <John.Parke r@met.govs; Racht, Howard <Howard Recht@mt.sov>; Rieger, Olivia
<Dlivia.Rieger@mt.gov>; Seeley, Kathy <KSeeley@mt.gov>; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <KSnipesRulz @mr.govs; Souza, Rodnsy
<RSowza@mt.gov>; Spaulding, Randal <rspaulding@mt.govs; Todd, Gregery «GTodd@mt.gov>; Ulbricht, Heidi
<HUIbricht@mit .£ov>; Vanhatta, Shane-:Shane NMannatta@mt.zovs Wald, Matthew <Mate. Wald@mt.gove; Whelan, Bob
<Robert.Whelan@nit. Eov>; Wllson Dan <DameIW|isomﬁ'mt Sovs

SubJect: SB140

- e =

Folks,



From: - Recht, Howard
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 &:05 AM
To: Mclaughiin, Beth: McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnan, Laurie; Baker, Betky Sheg, Jim;
’ Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson Ingric; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best,
Elzabreth; Bidegaray, Katherine: Brown, John; Brown, Stephery Christopher, Deborahy
) Cuife, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davies, Coletts Dayton, Ray: Descham ps, Dusty: Eddy,
Amy; Fehr, Jessica Gilbart, Brenda' Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Conald;
Haywnrttx Michael Judge Holly Brown;: Judge Mike Salvagni Knisely, Mary Jane
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, Johry Laird, Yvonne Larson, John; Leving Michele; Lint, Jennifer;
Manley, fames; Marks, Jasory McElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ Mchahon, Michael
Menahar, Michae; Moses, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter Oldenburg, Jor;
Olson, Robert; Parker, John; Rieger, Clivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee Soura,
Rodney; Spaulding Randat Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidk Vannatta, Shane; Wald, iy
Matthew Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan
Subject: . RE:5B140

I am not sure if this Bl s the right fix, but having beah through the pracess of being considered for 2 judicial

appointment twice, in my opinion the currant procass of screanings by the judicial nomination commission neads to be
averhauled.

i
Ideally you would think the judicial nemination cothmission would make recommendations based upon oi:jective
criteria, ranking candidatas by how they score in & matrix of accapted qualifications for a judn:lal position. You would
think the commission would only pass along those candidates who scored above a certaln base’ qualification score, and
that the score of those who did score well anough to be recommended would go to the governor., Youwould also think
that each member of the Judicial nomination commission would be required to disclose harfhis scoring for each
candidate. -

ot

But that is not how it works. The commission does not conduct an inde pendant investigation into the gualifications of
candidates. Thz Commission doas not score candidates according to any disclosed objective eriteria. No member is
required to disclose why shafhe votes a candidate up or down. A mamber of the commissioh can vote against a i
candidgte based upon race, gender, raligion, or perceived political affiliation. In my case (both times) Iwas grilled by
certain commission members about my religion and little 2lse. Althoush.lwas passed on to the governor both times,
those commission membears who voted agiinst me were the same ones who grilled me about my religion.

In my opinion, this needs to thange.

Howard F.-Recht




From: Cuffe, Matthew

‘Sent: ' Friday, January 29, 2021 7:38 AM ,

To: | McLaughlin Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Betty Shea, Jim;
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chrig Allison, Robert; Bergar, Luke; Best
‘Elizabeth;-Bidegaray, Katharing Brown, John; Browr, Stephéry Christapher, Deboraky
Cybulski, David; Davies, Colettel'Dayton, Ray; Descham ps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr,
Jessica; Gilbert, Brendsg; Halligan, Lestie; Harada, Ashley: Harris, Donald; Hayworth,
Michael: Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni Knisely, Mary Jane; Kruzgar, Kurb
Kutzman, Johry Laird, Yvonne Larson, Johny Leving Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Manlzy,
Yames; Marks, Jasory McEyea, Rienne; McElyea, -Russ; Mchahon, Michagl; Menahan,
Michzel. Moses, Michaek Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oldznburg, Jor; Olson,
Robert; Parkar, John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivig Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee
Sowza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randal Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heldi Vannatta, Shane;
Wald, Matthew; Whelan. Bob; Wilson, Dan

Subject: RE: SB140 ,

Has there been any discussion as to why the change?

Cuffe

Matthew J. Cuffe
District Court Judge



From:
Senk
To:

Suhject:

Best, Blizebath

Friday, January 29, 2021 7:39 AM

Mclaughlin, Bathy McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurig; Baker, Bethy Shea, Jim;
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrick Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert; Bargar, Luks; Bidegaray,
Kathering; Broium, Johry Brown, Stephen: Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew
Cybulski, David, Davies, Colette; Dayton, Ray, Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr,
Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda Halligan, tesliz; Harada, Ashlay; Harris, Donald; Hayworth,
Michael; Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni Knisely, Mary Jans; Krueger, Kurt:
Kutzman, lohry Laird, Yvonne Larson, John; Levine, Michelg; Lint, Jennifer; Manley,
James; Marks, Jasor; McElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ; McMahon, Michael; Menahan,
Michael; Moses, Michael Murnion, Nickolas; Qhman, Peter; Oldenburg, Jory Olson,
Robert; Parker, John; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Clivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee
Souza, Rodney; Spaulding, Randal Todd Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi Vannatta, Shane;
Wald, Matthew, Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan

RE: 56140

¥ can’tfind the button butI oppose.

Elizabeth A. Best
District Cowt Judge

413 Second Ave. No., Room 203

Great Falls, MT 39401
Phone: $06.77139230
Emaik ebest@int. cov

Zoom: hitps:/mt-gov.zoom us§/R 19584571 10%pwd=Q2FL UDR N TdMerFwV XhYV000dIBTZz09

A\l



From; Eddy, Amy

Sent Friday, January 22, 2021 10:48 AM

To: Recht, Howard; Mctaughlin, Bethy McGrath, Mike Rice, Jim; MeKihnon Laurie: Baker,
Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandafur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbatt, Chris; Alllson, Robest: Berger,
Lake; Bedt, Elizabethy Bidegaray, Kathering; Brown, John: Brown, Stephen: Christopher,
Beboraky Cuffe, Matthew Cybulski, David, Davies, Colstte Dayton, Ray; Deschamps,
Dusty; Fehr, Jessicz; Gilbert, Brenda; Halllgan, Leslie Harada, Ashley: Harris, Donald;
Hayworth, Michaet Judge Holly Brown; Jud ge Mike Salvagni Knisely, hMary Jane:
Krueger, Kurt; Kukzman, Johr; Leird Yvonne Larson, Jobn: Levine, Michale: Lint, Jennifer:
Manley, James; Marks, Jasor; KcElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ MeMahon, Nichael
Menahan, klichael; Moses, Michael; Murnion Mickolas; Ohman, Peter Oldenburg, Jory
Olson, Robert; Parker, John; Rieger, Olivig, Seelay, Kathy: Snipes Ruiz, Kaydeg Soura.
Rodney; Spaulding, Randal Todd, Gregony; Utbricht, Heidi Vannatta, Shane; Wald,
Matthew; Whalan, Bob Wilson, Dan

Subject: Re: 5B140

Aldl, ' ~

For almost 50 }'éars= since the Montana Conshitution was adopted. the Judicial - Nomination
Commission has been #he anly method provided by law for filling judicial vacancies. Its
composition is balanced tomaximize judicial competence, experience, and temperament. The
individiial members of the Commission evelve throngh new appointments by governars from
both political parties, and different Supﬁeme Court justices and di strict court judges.

I

It is my bdief the JNC serves as an important insulating barrier from the Executive Branch that
preserves the independence of the judiciary.

I have been throngh the INC twice. Similar to Judge Recht. on the first ime through I vas asked
inappropriate, in my mind, questions by the lay members-~such as did my husband at the time
approve of my application, and did I really think it was in the best interest of my children to move
schoals. Iwas also asked many sophisticated and nuanced questions about the law, public service
and nonpartisanship. The JNC worked diligently to review applications and public comment,
conducted an independent investigation, traveled to the local community to interview the

. candidates in a public forum, and then deliberated to a decision on the names to pass on to the
Govemor for appointment.

y
While nodonbfedly messy at times, this process is the hallmark of a Censtitufion for the
pecple. The INC implements Arficle VII, Section 8 (2) of the Montana Constitution, as well as
other Articles of the Montana Constifation that so clearly value public participation. & dirett
appointment to the Govemor undermines this direct public participation and does not add any



t“r\énspéz_g:ﬂcy- to the process. A better way may be to simply approach the JNC about its internal
processes. ' :

\
1 do not support this bill.

Amy Eddy

Fromy: Recht, Howard <Howard. Recht @mt.gov>

Sent: Friday, January 25, 2021 8:05 Al

To: McLaughlin, Bath <bmdlaughlin@mt.govs; McGrath, Mike <mmegrath@mtzovs; Rice, Jim <jrice@mt.gove:
McKinnen, Lauriz < McKinnon@mt.govs; Baker, Beth <bbaker@mt.govs; Shes, Jim <fimShea@mt.govs; Sandetur, Dirk
<dsandefur @mt.gove; Gustafson, Ingrid <IGustafson@mt.govs; Abbott, Chris <Chris.Abbott@mt.govs; Allison, Robert
“RAllison@mt.gov>; Barger, Luke <Luke.Barger@mt.gov>; Best, Elizabeth <EBest@mt.govs; Bidegaray, Katherine
<kbidegaray@mt.gov>; Brown, lohn < Brown3@mt.gov>; Brown, Stephen <Stephan.Brown@mt.sovs; Christopher,
Deborah <dehristophe r@mt.govs; Cuffe, Matthew <Matthew.Cuffe@mtgovs; Cybuleki, Bavid <deybulski@mt.govs;
Davies, Coletta <Colette. Davies@mt.govy; Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.gove; Deschamps, Dusty <ddeschamps @ rot.govs;
Eddy, Amy <AEddy@mt.gov>; Fehr, Jessica <lessica. Fehr@mt.gov>; Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbare@mt.gov>; Halligan, Laslie
<lHalligan@mt.gov>; Harada, Ashley <Ashley Harada@mu.govs; Harris, Donald <Donald.Harrs@mt.govs; Hayworth,
Michael <MHayworth@mt.gov>; Judge Hotly Brown <hbbpe@aspenproof. coms: Judge Mike Saivazni
<msakagni@aol.com>; Knisaly, Mary Jane <Minisaly@mt.gov>; Kruager, Kurt<kkrueger @mit.20v>; Kutzman, John
<IKutzman@mt.gove; Laird, Yvonne <Ylaird @mt.gove; Larsoh, John <johlarson@mt.govs; Levine, Michole

<Michele Levina@mt.gov>; Lint, lennifar «lennifarLint@mit.govs; Manley, James <IManlay@mt.govs; Marks, lason
<Jason. Marks@nmt.govs; McElyes, Rianne <Rienné.MsElvéa@mtgw>; flcElyea, Russ <RMcElyea@mt.govs; Mddahon,
iichael <MichazMcMahen @mt.govs; Menahan, Michagl <MMenahan@mt.govs; Moses, Michael
<MMosés@mt.gov>; Murnion, Nickolas <NMumion@mt.zov>; Ohman, Peter <Peter Ohman@mt.govs; Oldenburg, Jon
<jOldenburg@mr govs; Olson, Robart <ROlson3@mt.govs; Parker, lohn <John.Parker@mt.oovs; Riegar, Olivia

<Olivia Rieger@mt.gou>; Seeley, Kathy <KSeeley@mt.govs; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee <iSnipesRulz@mi.zove; Souza, Redney
<RSpuza@mt.gov>; Spaulding, Randal <rspa ulding@mt.gov:; Todd, Gregory <GTodd@ mt.govs; Ulbricht, Raidi
zHUlbricht@nat.gov>; Vannatta, Shane <Shane Vannatta@mt.govs; Wald, Matthew <idart Wald@me.gov>; Whelan, Bob
<Robert. Whelan@mt.gov>; Wikkon, Dan <Danizl Wilson@mt.gov>

Subjeet: RE: 58140

| am not sure i this bill is the right fix, but having been through the process of béing considered fer a judicial

. ] . ) - ‘ . - . - . 3 - - -
appointmant twice, in my opinjon the current procass of screenings by the judicial nomination commission neads to be
tvethauled.

s
~

Ideally you weuld think the judicial nomination commission would make recommandations basad upoh gbjactive
criteria, ranking candidates by how they score in a matrix of acceptad qualifications for a judicial position. Youwownld
think the commission would only pass along those tandidates who scored above 3 cartain base qualification scere, and
that the score of those who did score well enough to be recommended would go to the governor. You would also think
that sach mambér of the judicial nomination commissjon would be required to disclose hetfhis scoring for 2ach
candidate. .
But that is nothow it works. The commission does not conduct an nde pendent invastisation into the qualifications of
catididates. The commission does not score cangidaies according to any disclosad objective criteria. No member is
requirad to discloss why she/he votes 3 candidate up or down. A member of tha commission can vote against a
candidate based upon race, gender, religion, or pareeived political affiliation. In my case (both times) | was grilled by

" 2 )



é

cartam commlsslon members about my religion and little else. Although lwas passed on ta the governor both timas;
those commission members who voted against me were the same ones who grilled ine about my religion.

| .. .
In my opinicn, this heeds to change.

Howard F. Recht

——— e Fa— e e m—— [ — .

From; McLaUﬂhIm Beth <bmchughlin@mt.gov>

Sent: Friday, January 28, 2021 7:27 AM

To: McGrath, Mike <mmegrath@mt govs; Rice, lim <jrice@mt.gove; McKinnon, Lauriz <LMcKmnon@mt.gw> Baker
Beth <bbaker@mt.gov>; Shea, Jim <limShea@mt.gov>; Sandefur, Dirk <dsandafur@mt.govs; Gustaf;on, Ingrid
<lGustafson@mt. gov; Abbott, Chris <Chris.Abbott@mt.gov>; Alliscn, Robert <RAllison@mt.gove; Berger, Luke

<luke. Barger @nit.gov>; Bast, Elizabeth <EBast@mt.gov>; Bidegaray, Katherine <kbidegaray @mit.gov>; Brown, John
<JBrown3@mt.gov=; Brown, Stephen <Stephen.Brown@mt.govs; Christophar, Debbrah <dchristopher@mr.govs; Cuffe,
Matthew <Matthew.Cuffe@mt.govs; Cybulski, David <deybulski@mt.gove; Davies, Colette <Colatta. Davias@mt.2ov>;
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.sove; Deschamps, Dusty <ddeschamps@mt.govs; Eddy, Ary <AESdy@mt.zove; Fehr,
lassica <iessica Fehr@mt govs; Gilbart, Brenda <BGilbart@mtgov>; Halligan, Laglie <lHalligan@mt.gov>; Harads,
Ashley <Ashley Harada@mt gove; Harris, Danald «<Donald Harris@mit.govs; Haywoerth, Michasl <MHayworth@mt.govs;
Judge Holly Brown <hbbpe@aspenproof.coms; Judge Mike Salvagni <msalvagni@aol.com>; Kniszly, Mary Jane
<MEKnisely@mt. gove; Krueger, Kutt <kkrogger@mt.govs; Kutzman, Jobn <JKutzman@mi_govs; Laird, Yvonne
<YLaird@mt.gov>; Larson, Johnh <johlarson@mt govs; Leving, Michele <Michele.Lavine@mit.govs; Lint, lennifer
<lennifer.lint@mt.govs; Manley, James <JManley@mt.gov>; Marks, Jason <Jason.Marks@mtigovs; McElyea, Rienna
'cRienne.McElyea@ngwﬁr; McElyes, Russ <RMth,'ea@mt.gbu>; Mchiahon, Michael <tdichael.McMabhon@mt.govs;
Menahan, Michael <MMenahan@mt.zove: Moses, Michael <MMoses @mt_gov>; Murnion, Nickolas
<NMurnion@mt.gov>; Ohman, Peter <Peter.Chman@mt.gove; Cldenburg, Jon <lOldanburg@mt.zovs: Olson, Robart
<ROIsond @mt.govs; Parker, John <lohn.Parker@mt.gov>; Recht, Howard <Howard. Recht@mt.gov>; Riegar, Olivia
<0livia.Riege r@mt.govs; Seelay, Kathy <KSezlay @mt.govs; Smpas Ruiz, Kaydea <KSnipasRuiz@mt.sov>; Souza, Rodnay
<RSouza@mt.govy; Spaulding, Randal <rspaulding@mt_govs; Todd Bregory <GTodd@mt.gov>; Ulbricht, Heidi
<HUbricht@mt.gov>; Vannatta, Shane<Shane Vannhatta@mt.govs; Wald, Matthew <tatt Wald@mt.govs; Whelan, Bob
<Rebart Whelan@mt.gov>; Wikon, Dan <DanizlWilson@mt 2ovs

" Subjact: SB140

Folks,

Attachad is a bill that Judga Todd has askad IMJA to review and take a position on. Plaase take a look at it —so rry to do

this to you again but use the voting buttens [accept/raject) on your toolbar, f you can’t find the veting buston, jl.iSI
shoot ma anote. '

Thanks,
Bath Mclaughlin

Supreme Court Administrator . i
406-841-20656



From: Best, Hizabeth

Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 11:16 AM

To: Eddy, Amy; Recht, Howard: Mclaughlin, Bethy McGrath, Mike Rice, Jim; McKinnon,
Laurie; Baker, Bethy Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid: Abbott, Chris; Allison,
Robert; Berger, Luke; Bidegaray, Katharine; Brown, John; Brown, Stephen; Christopher,
Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew, Cybulskl David; Davies, Colette Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, -
Dusty; Fehr, Jessica Gilbert, Brenda Halligan, Leslie Harada, Ashlay; Harris, Donald;
Hayworth, Michael Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni Knisely, Mary Jane;
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, John; Laird, Yvonné,f Larson, John; Leving, Michele; Lint, Jennifer;
Ktanley, James; Marks, Jasory McEyea, Rienne; McElyza, Russ Mchahon, Michael:
Menahdn, Michael; Moses, Michael; Murnion, Mickolas; Ohman, Peter, Oldenburg, for
Olson, Robert; Parker, John; Rieger, Olivig Szefey, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee Scuza,
Rodney; Spaulding Randal Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi Vannatta, Shane; \Wald,
Matthew Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan

Subject: . RE: SB140

I agree with Judge Eddy. My observation of the Commission has been that each m em ber has worked extrem ely
hard to find well quatified judges. Itis a constitutional body which is one of the few that gives voice to the

people before po]mcs come into play. This isin contrast to the federal model, which zives lip service to a
citizens’ commissioti and then disregards its recommendations.

Elizabeth A. Besi

District Court Judge

413 Second Ave. No., Room 203

GreacFalls, MT 59401

Phone: 405.7715950 .

Email gbest@mt gov
Zoom: hitps#mt-gov.zoom usjo1938437110%pwd=0Q2FLUDRW TdMenFwV XhYV.080dTB TZ209




From: Laird, Yvonne

Sent: . Friday, January 29, 2021 11:03 Al

To: Eddy, Amy; Recht, Howard; McLaughlin, Bethy McGrath, Mike Rice, Jim; McKinnon,
Laurie; Baker, Bethy Sheg, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Irigrid; Abbott, Chris, Allison,
Robert; Berger, Luke; Best, Elizabetty Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown, John; Brown, Staphary
Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew: Cybulski, David; Davies, Calette; Davton, Ray;
Deschamps, Dusty; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda;’Halligan; Leslie; Harada, Ashley: Harris,
Donald; Hayworth, Michael Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagnt Knisely, Mary Jang;
Kruzger, Kurt; Kutzman, Johry Larson, Johry Levine, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Maniey,

. fames; Marks, lasor; MéElyea, Rienne; McElyes, Russ; Mcviahon, Michael; Menahan,

Michazl; Moses, Michaef Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oldenburg, Jory Olson,
Robert; Parker, John; Rieger, Clivig; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydeé; Souza, Rodney:
Spaulding, Randal; Todd. Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatts, Shane Wald. Matthew
Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan

Subject: RE: 5B140

| am net in favor of dissolving the JNC. However, | cartainly think it can be overhauled to be less political and more
objective. It has been my expariznce and ry observation that the JWNC while not tied diractly to the executive branch,
certainly is politicai, This has resulted in veny wall qualifizd people not gatting their namé s forwardad to the govérnor
for considzration and names going forward that should not. My bottem Hna ks, the INC is not working as contem plated.
by the Montana Constitition and a hard look needs to be taken as to how it should continue.to operate.

\



From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Bidegaray, Katharine

Friday, January 29,2021 11122 AM .

Laird Yvonng Eddy, Amy; Recht, Howard; McLaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim;
McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, lim; Sandefur, Dirkc Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris:
Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke; Best, Elizabeth; Browr, Johry Brown, Stephery Christopher,
Deborakhy Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David Davies, Colette: Dayton, Ray; Deschamps,
Dusty; Febr, jessicg Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leslie Harada, Ashlay: Harris, Donald:
Hayworth, Michael; Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni Knisely, Mary Jane;
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, Johry Larson, John; Leving, Michele; Lint, Jennifer: Manley,
James;Marks, Jasory McByea, Rianne; McElyea, Russ; Mchahon, Michazl: Manahan,
Michag!; Moseas, Michaef Murnion, Nickalas; OChman, Peter; Oldenburg, Jory Olson,
Robert; Parkar, John; Rieger, Clivia: Secley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydes; Souza, Rodney;
Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Shane Wald, Matthawg
Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan

Re; SB140

| agree with Judges Retht and Laird.



From: Nanley, James

Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 11:49 AM

To: ¥ Bidegaray, Katherina; Laird, Yvonne; Eddy, Amy; Recht, Howard; Mclaughlin Beth; .
McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Bethy Shaa, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk:
Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris; Allison, Robert: Berger, Luke; Best, Elzabeth: Brown,
John; Brown, Stepheary Christopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthein Cybulski, David Davies,
Colette Dayton, Ray; Descham ps, Dusty; Fehr, Jessica Gilbart, Brenda: Halligan, Leslie;
Harads, Ashley; Harris, Donald, Hayworth, Michael; Judge Holly Browry Judge Mike
Salvagni; Knisely, Mary Jane; Kueger, Kurt; Kutzman, John; Larson, Johny Leving, Michele
Lint, Jennifer; Marks, Jasor; McElyea, Rienne; McElyea, Russ; Mcvahon, Michaél:
Menahan, Michazl; Moses, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter, Cldenburg, Jor
Dlson, Robert; Parker, John; Rieger, Qlivig Sedley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee Souza,
Rodney; 5paulding, Randal Todd, Gregory; Ulbrlchi; Heidi Vannatta, Shane; Wald,

. Matthew; Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan.
Subject: RE: SB14%

[t sounds like this bill should be studiad and reconsiderad in two years. It does appear some improvements in the
process may be advisable, but if the main concarn is politicization, this bill goes the other diraction.

From. Bidegaray, Katherine <kb1de=raray@mt Sov>

Sent: Friday, lanuary 29, 2021 11:22 AM

To: Laird, Yvonne <YLaird@mt.gov>; Eddy, Amy <AEddy@mt.cov>; Recht, Howard <Howard.Recht@mt.gcovs; i
MeLaughlin, Beth <bmclaughlin@mt.gov>; McGrath, Mike <mmcgrath@mt.gov>; Rice, lim: <jrice@mt.gov>; McKinnon,
Laurie <L McKinnon@mt.govs>; Baker, Bath <bbaker @mt.zov>; Shaa, Jim <limShea@mt govs: Sandafur, Dirk
‘(dsandefur@mt.gaw; Gustafson, Ingrid <IGustafson@mt govs; Abbott, Chris <Chris. Abbott@mit.govs>; Allison, Robart
<RAlIson@mt.govs; Berger, Luke <Luke.Berge r@mt.gov>; Best, Elizabeth <EBsst@mt.govs; Brown, John
<IBrown3@rmt.gov>; Brown, Stephen <Stephen Brown@mt.govs; Christopher, Deborah <dehristopher@mt.govs: Cufie,
Matthew <Matthew.Cuffe@mtgovs; Cybulsk) David <deybulski@mt gove; Davies, Colatte <Colette.Davies@mt.govs;
Dayton, Ray <RDayton@mt.gov>; Deschamps, Dusty <ddeschamps@mt.gov>; Fehr, Jessica <Jessica.Fehr@mt.govs>:
Gilbert, Brenda <BGilbert@mt.gov>; Halligan, Lesiie <(Halligan@mt. gov>; Harada, Ashley <Ashley. Harada@mt.govs;

- Harris, Donald <Donald.Harris@mt.gove; Hayworth, Michael <MHayworth@rat.govs; Judge Holly Brown
<hbbpe@aspenproof.com>; ludge Mike Salvagni <msalvagni@aol.cot>; Knisely, Mary Jane <hMKnise y@mt.eovs;
Krueger, Kurt <kkrueger@mt.gov>; Kutzman, John <JKutzman@mt.gov>; Larson, John <johlarsen @mit.covs; Lavine,
Michele <Michale Levine@mt.govs; Lint, lennifer <lennifer.Lint@mt.gove; Manley, James <JManley@mt.cove; Marks,
Jason <Jason_ Marks@mt.govs; McElyea, Riznna <Riznn e.MeElyea@mt.gove; McElyea, Russ<RM cElyza@mt.govs;
McMahon, Michae! <Michael.McMahon@mt gov>; Menahan, Michae | <hMMeanshan@mt.govs; Mosas, Michas!
<MMosas@mt gov>; Murnion, Nickolas <NMurnion®@mt.govs; Ohman, Peter <Peter.Ohman@mt.govs; Oldenburg, Jon
<JOldenburg@mt.gov>; Dlson, Robart <ROIson3@mit.gov=; Parker, lohn <john.Parker@mt.govs; Riager, Dlvia
<Olivia.Rieger@mt.gov>; Seeley, Kathy <KSeelay@mit.govs; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydea <KSnipesRuiz@mt.govs; Souza, Rodnay
<RSowmza@mt.gov>; Spaulding, Randal <rspauiding@mit.gov>; Todd, Gregory <GTodd@mt.gov>; Ulbricht, Heidi
<HU{bntht@mt.gev> Yannhatta, Shane <Shane Vannatta@mtgw:- Wald, Matthew <Matt.Wald@mt.gov>; Whelan, Bob
<Robert Whelan@mt.gov>; Wikon, Dan <Danie L Wilson@mt.gov>
Subject: Ro: S5140

[ agree with Judges Recht and Laird.

-+



From: . Deschamps, Dusty

Sent Friday, January 29, 2021 1:52 EM !

To: McLaughlin Betty McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim;
Sandefur, Dirk: Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chrig Allison, Rober; Barger, Luke: Best,
Elizabeth: Bidegaray, Katherine Brown, John; Brown, Stenhen; Christopher, Deboraty
Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davias, Colette; Dayton, Ray; Eddy, Amy; Fehr, Jessica;
Giloert, Brendz, Halligan, Laslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald; Hayworth, Michael;
Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni; Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt; Xutzman,
John; Laird, Yvonne; Larson, Johr; Leving, Michele; Lint, Jennifer; Mantey, Jam es; Marks,
Jason; McE[yea,' Rienng; McEly ea, Russ; Mcdvahon, Michael; Menahan, Michael; Maoses,
Michazel; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Qldenburg, Jory Clson, Robert; Parker; lohrg

"Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydze; Sowza, Rodney:

Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heldi; Vannatta, Shane Wald, Matthews
Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan

Subject: RE: SB140 '

| opposa this bill, Apart from being unconstitutional inviolation of Mont. Const. Art. VI, 58021 which re quires a
nomination commlssion, itrequires at least 70 days or more, which Is too long in some circumstances, and as others
have noted would make the judicial selzction process overtly political, As Judges Recht and Laird have pointed out, the
current procass may nzed some reform, bt this bill will not accomplish that objective.

L



From: Lint, Jennifer .

Sent: Friday, January 28, 2021 3:57 FN

To: Recht, Howard: Mclaughlin, Bethy McGrath, Mike Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker,

) Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandafur, Dif Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbatt, Chris: Allison, Robert;fB_erger,

Luks; Best, Blizabetly Bidegaray, Kathering; Brown, Johry Brown, Stephen; Christopher,
Debaoraky Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David Davias, Colette Dayton Ray; Daschamps,
Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda; Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley: Harris,
Donald; Hayworth, Michael Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni Knisaly, Mary Jans;
Krueger, kurt; Kutzman, Johr; Laird, Yvonne Larsan, John; Leving Michelg; Manley,
James; Marks, Jason;Mcﬂyeé, Riznne; McElyea Russ; Mchahon, Michazh Menahan,
Michael; Moses, Michaet Murrion; Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Oidenburg, Jon; Olson,
Robert; Parker, lohn; Rieger, Olivig Seelay, Kathy: Snipes Ruiz, Kaydeg; Souza, Rodney;
Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Shane Wald, Matthawg
Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan

Subject: RE: 5B140

| 6pposa the Bill, but do not disagrae that the procass can ba improvead. | concur with the eomments about tha import
of citizen input, and loathe to placa the power of review of potential judges in one person's hands.

/
Howaever, as somaone who heard some of the guestioning of Judge Recht in person, and then also reported to me by
corpletely appalled members of the local bar who sat in the hearings, many of the questions asked ludse Recht were

way out of bounds. Soundslike Judge Eddy suffered the same. While | did not gat posed offensive quastions, many

were smarmy and delivered in a demeaning manner. | also 2ot many excallant, probative questions, and sound advice
(ludze John Brown saying, “you have to decide, are you prepared to do that”). Bottom line is the inappropriate,

baselass, offensive and argumentative questioning came from the non-attormnay and non-judge members. Putting infor -,
a Judge position chouldn't b that yourve now consented to being a punching bag and insulted, and you just smile and

takeit. .

(stepping off soap box now)

Jennifer



From: . Oldenburg, Jon :
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 6:16 P -

To: ‘ Lint~Jennifer; Recht, Howard: McLaughlin, Beth; McGrath, Mike: Rice, Sim;McKinnon,
- _ Laurie; Baker, Beth; Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chrig Allison,

- Robert: Berger, Luke; Best, Elzabethy Bidegaray, Katharine, Brown, John; Brown, Stépheru
Chiristopher, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthew, Cybulski, David; Davies, Calette; Dayton, Ray;
Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy; Fehr, lessica; Gilbert, Brenda: Halligan, Leslis; Harada,
Ashley; Harrls, Donald; Hayworth, Michael; Judge Holly Browr Judge Mike Sakagni;.
Knisely, Mary Jang Krueger, Kur; Kutzman, Jehry Laird, Yvonne: Larson, Johry Lavine,
Michde; Mantey, James; Marks, Jasory McElyea, Riznne; McElyea, Russ; McMahon,
Michael: Menahan, Michael, Moses, Michael; Murnion, Nickolas; Ohman, Peter; Olson,
Robert;.Parker, John; Rieger, Olivig; Seeley, Kathy; Snipas Rufz, Kaydeés; Souza, Rodnsy,;
Spaulding, Randal; Todd, Gregory; Ulbricht, Heidi: Vannatta, Shane Wald, Matthews
Whalan, Bab; Wilson, Dan

Subject: . RE: 58140

Having never been through the process, | must agree with those Judees that believe a through study s heeded. | am

against centering the appointment without public input. | am therefore against this bill. Theszappointments cannot be
political

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

.

-,



From: Kruzger, Kurt

Senz - Sunday, January 31, 2021 3:38 PM

To: Brawn, Johny Mclaughlin, Betty McGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Bethy
' Shea, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk Gustafson, Ingrid; Abbott, Chris: Allison, Robert; Berger, Luke:
Best, Elizabeth; Bidegaray, Katherine; Brown, Stephery Chiistopher, Debarah; Cuffe,
Matthewg Cybulsk, David: Davies, Colette; Dayton Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy, Amy;
Fehr, Jessica; Gilbert, Brenda Halligan, Leslie; Harada, Ashiey: Harris, Donald: Hayworth,
Michasl; judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni Knisely; Mary Jane; Kutzman, Johry
Lalrd, Yvonng Larson, John: Leving Michels; Lint, Jennifer; Manley, James, Marks, Jasort
McElvea, Rienne; McElvea, Russ; Mchtahon, Michael, hMenahan, Michagt Moses, Michael;
Murnion, Nickalas; Chman, Peter; Qidenburg, Jor; Olson, Robert: Parker, Johry Recht,
Howard; Rieger, Qlivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipas Rulz, Kaydee: Souza Rodney: Spaulding,
Randal; Todd, Gragarny; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta Shane; Wald, Matthew: Whelan, Bab;

. Wilsan, Dan

Subject: RE: SB140 _

| am also adamantly oppose this bill,

Kurt Krueger
District Court Judge
-Butte, MT . \

From: Brown, John <iBrown3@mt.govs

Sent: Friday, January 25, 2021 9:06 AM .

To: MeLaughlin, Beth <bmolaughlin@mtgavs; McGrath, Mike csmmegrath@mr.govs; Rice, Jim <jrice@mt.govs;
iMcKinnon, Laurie <L cKinnon@ mt.govs; Baker, Beth <bbaker@mt.govs; Shea, Jim <JimShea@mtgoys; Sandefur, Dirk
<dsandefur@mt.govs; Gustafson, Ingrid <lGustafion@mt.gove; Abbott, Chris <Chris. Abbott@mt.gov>; Allison, Robert
<RAllson@mt.govs; Berger, Luke <luke Berger@mt.govs; Bast, Elizabath <EBast@mu.govs; Bidegaray, Kathering
<kbidegaray@mt.gov>; Brown, Stephen < Stephen. Brown @ mt.govs; Christopher, Deborah <dehristopher@mt.govs:
Coffe, Matthew <Matthew.Cuffe@mt.gove; Cybulski, David <doybulski@migovs: Davies, Colatte

<Colatte. Davies@mt.gov>; Dayton, Ray <R Dayton@mit.gov>; Deschamps, Dusty ﬁdacha}nps@mt.gow; Eddy, Amy
<AEddy@mt.govs; Fehr, lessica <Jassica Fe hr@mt.zovs; Gilbart, Branda <BGilhert@mt.gov; Halligan, Lesliz

<l Haligan@mt.gov>; Harada, Ashley <Ashley.Harada@mt.govs; Harris, Donald <Donald Harris@mt gov>; Hayworth,
Michael <PMMHayworth@mt.govs; ludge Holly Brown <hbbpe@aspanproof.coms; Judge MikeSalvagni
<rasalvagni@aol.com>; Khisely, Mary Jane <MKnisely@mt.gov>; Krueger, Kurt <kkrueger@®mt.zove; Kutzman, john
<JKutzman@mtgov>; Laird, Yvonne <YLaird@mt.gov>; Larson, John <johlarson@mt.govs; Levine, Michzale

<Michele Levine@mt.zove; Lint, lennifer <lennifer.Lint@mt.govs; Manley, Jamas <JManley@mt.govs; Marks, lason
<lason Marks@mt .gove; MeElyea, Rienne <Rignne MeElyea@mt.govey ‘McElyea, Russ <RMcElysa@mt.govs; MeiMahon,
Michaal <MichaelMcliahon@mt.gov>; Manahan, Michael <MManzhan@mt.gov>; Mosas, Michazl
<MMosss@mt.gov>; Murnion, Nickolas <NNturnion@mt.govs; Chman, Pater <Peter.Chman@mt.govs; OHdanburg, Jon
<lQldenburg@mit.govs; Glson, Robart <RGlson3@mt.sovs; Parker, John <john Parker@mt.gov>; Recht, Howard
<Howard.Recht@mt.gov>; Rieger, Olivia «Olivia.Rieger@mt.zovs; Szeley, Kathy <KSeeley @mt.gov=; Snipas Ruiz, Kaydes
<KSnipesRuiz@mt govs; Souza, Rodney <RSsuza@mt.cov>; Spavlding, Randal <rspaulding@mit gov=; Todd, Gragory
<GTodd@rat.gows; Ulbricht, Heidl <BUlbricht®mt.govs; Vannatta, Shane <Shane.Vanhatta@mt. govs; Wald, Matthew



ﬂ}&aﬂ.}h@lﬂ@mtgwx Whzlan, Bob <Roba rt.WheIan@'mt.gow; Wilson, Dan <Daniel. Wilson@mt.gov>
Subfect; RE: 58140

Beth, | definitzly oppose this bill.

From: Mclaughlin, Bath <bmclhushlindmt. gows

Sent: Friday, lanuans 25, 2021 7:27 AM

To: MeGrath, Mike <mmcorathi@mt.oovs: Rice, lim <jrice@megous: Mcoinnon, Laurie <LivieKinnan@mi.govs: Bakar,
Bath <hbaker@rnt sou>; Shea, Jim <limSheai®mt.govs; Sandefur, Dirk <dsandefur@mt. sowve; Gustafson, Ingrid
<|Gustafsond@mt. sows; Abbott, Chris <Chris Abbott@mt.cow; Allison, Robart <RAllison@mt gove; Berger, Luke
<Luke.Berser@rﬁt.gov>; Bast, Elizabeth <EBest@mt govs; Bidegaray, Katherine <kbidesaray @mt govs; Brown, John
<IBrown 3@mEaoy>; Brown, Stephen <Stephen Brown@ent .covs; Christopher, Deborah <dehrictopher@mt. govs: Cuffe,
‘Matthew <Matthew, Cufe@mt.gove; Cybulski, David <devbulskimmt. sovs; Davies, Colette <Colette. Davies@mt. govs;
Dayton, Ray <RDayt ctn@mt.cowve; Deschamps, Dusty <dde~schamgs@mft.gcu>; Eddy, Amy <AEddy@me sove: Fehr,
lessica dessica;Fehr@mt.eow; Gilbart, Brenda <BGilbert@mr sous; Hai[igan, Laslie <LHalligan@®@mt.oov>; Harada,
Ashley <Ashley Horada@mt.gov»; Harris, Denald <Dohald Harris@int.couv>; Haywoerth, Michael <MHaworth@mt.gows;
Judge Holly Brown <hbbpo@aspenprootf.corm>; Judge Mike Salvagni emsalvasni@aol.com»; Knisaely, Mary Jane
<MEKnissivi@mi.gove; Krueger, Kort <kkrugeer@mi govs; Kutzraan, John <JKutzmnan@me sove; Laird, Yvonne
<YLaird@mt.gov>; Larson, John <johlarson@mt.gous; Levine, Michele <Michele Levine@mt.sov»; Lint, Jennifer
<Jennifer.lint @mt. sovs; Manley, James <!hManley@mt.gov>; Marks, Jason <lason Marks@mt gow>; MeElyea, Riznne
<Rienhe McElvea@mt.cov>; McElyea, Russ <RhicElea@mt govs; hchiahon, Michaal <Michagl.MeMshon@mt govs;
enahan, Michagl <MMenshan@®@mt.co ;Moses, Michael <MiMoses@mt.oove; Murnion, Nickalas
<MMurhisn@mt.gowvs: Ohman, Peter <Peter.0hman@mt.gnv='»; Gldenburg, Jon<)Gidenburgi@mt povs; Olson, Robeart
<RCson3 r@rht..oaw; Parker, John <John.Parker@mt.covs; Recht, Howard <Howard Recht@mt.eow>; Rieger, Olivia
<Olivia.Risezr@me govs; Seeley, Kathy <KSeeley@mi govs:; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydes <KSnipesRuiz@me. 20v>; Souzs, Rodnay
<RSpuza@mt.eovs; Spaulding, Randal <rspaulding@mt.povs ; Todd, Gragory <GTodd@mt.govs; Ulbricht, Heidi
<HUbricht @i gov>; Vannatta, Shane <ShaneVannatta@mt.zoy>; Waid, Matthew <Matt Wald@mt.govs; Whalan, Bob
<Robert Whelan@mt:zovs: Wikon, Dar <DanieiWilson@mt gove )

Subjecr: SB14D *

Folks,

Attachad is a bill that Judge Todd has askad MJA o review and take a position on. Please take & look at it —sorry to do
this to you again but use the voting buttons (accept/reject) on your tonlbar. If you-can’t fing the voting bution, just
shoot me anota.

Thanks,
Beth MclLaughlin

Supreme Court Administ rator
AD6-R41-2966



From: Dayton, Ray

Sent: Monday, 'February 1, 2021 7:01 AM

To: Olson, Robert; Whelan, Boby McLaughlin, Betly McGrath, Mike;-Ricé Jim; McKinnon,
Laurie; Bakar, Bethy Sheg, Jim; Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid: Abbotf. Chris; Allison,
Robart; Berger, Luke; Best, Elizabethy Bidegaray, Katherne; Brown, John; Brown, Stephen;
Chiristophar, Deborah; Cuffe, Matthevw Cybulski, David; Davias, Colette; Deschamps,.
Dusty: Eddy, Amy; Fehr, Jassica Gilbert, Brenda; Halligar, Leslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris,
Dunaid; Hayworth, Michaef; Judge Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salvagni Knisely, Mary Jang;
Krueger, Kurt; Kutzman, Johry Laird, Yvonne: Larson, John; Levine Michele; Lint, Jennifer;
Manlfay, Jam es;-Marks, Jasan;.MtElyea, Rienng; McElyea, Russ McMahon, Michaet
Menshan, Michael; Moses, Michael; Murnion, Nickotas; Chman, Peter, Oldenburg, Jor;
Parker, Johry Recht, Howard; Riegert, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Souza,
Rodney; Spaulding, Randat Todd Gregony; Utbricht, Heidi Vannatta, Shane; Wald,
Matthew, Wilson, Dan

Subject: . 'RE: 5B140

[ oppose.

Ray J. Dayteny

District Judge

2rd Judicial Digtrict Court

200 S. Main /
Anaconda, MT 56714

406-563-4044




Subject:

S~

Gilbert, Brenda

Monday, February 1, 2021 10:35 AM

hMclaughlin, Beth; MeGrath, Mike; Rice, Jim; McKinnon, Laurie; Baker, Bethy Shea, Jim;
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafson, Ingrid: Abbott, Chris Alison, Robert; Bergar, Luke; Best,
Eizabeth Bidegaray, Kathering Brown, lobhn; Brown, Stephary Christopher, Deboraky
Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davies, Colette Dayton, Ray; Deschamps, Dusty; Eddy,
Amy; Fehr, Jessica: Hatligan, L eslie; Harada, Ashley; Harris, Donald: Haywoth, Michagh
Judgé Holly Browr; Judge Mike Salvagni; Knisely, Mary Jane; Krueger, Kurt; Kuizman,
John; Laird, Yvonne; Larson, Johr Leving, Michelg; Lint, Jennifer; Manley, Jam &s; Marks,
Jason; McElyes, Rienne; McElyea, Russ Mchdahon, Michaal; Menahan, M:chael Maosaes,
Michael; Mufnion, Nickalas; Ghman, Peter; Oldenburg, Jor; Olson, Robert; Parker, Johr
Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Seeley, Kathy; Snipes Ruiz, Kaydes; Souza, Rodney;
Spauldlng, Randal; Todd, Gragory; Ulbricht, Heidi; Vannatta, Shane Wald, Matthewg
Whalan, Bob: Wilson, 'Dan

RE: SB140

Beth, | am apposad to this bill. Brenda



From: Murnion, Mickolas

Sent Monday, February 1, 2021 1039 AM

To: Mclaughlin Betiy McGrath, Mike; Rice; dim; McKinnon, Laurie: Baker, Bethy Shea, Jim:
Sandefur, Dirk; Gustafsor, Ingrid; Abbott, Chns; Allison, Robert; Barger, Luke; Best,
Efizabethy Bidegaray, Kathering Brown, John; Brown, Stephary Christopher, Debarak;
Cuffe, Matthew; Cybulski, David; Davizs, Colette Dayton, Ray: Daschizmps, Dusty Eddy,
Amy; Fehr, Jessica; Gitbert, Brenda; Halbgan, Leslie; Harada, Ashley: Harris, Donald;
Hayworth, Michaal Judga Holly Brown; Judge Mike Salva ank Knisely, Mary Jane:
Kruzger, Kurt; Kutzman, Johr Laird, Yvonne Larson, John: Leving Michale; Lint, Jennifer;

~Manlay, James Marks, Jasory McElyea, Rienng; McElyes, Russ, Mchahon, Michael
Menahan, Michael; Moses, Michazl: Ohman, Peter; Oldariburg, Jon: Olson, Robert:
Parker, Johr; Recht, Howard; Rieger, Olivia; Sealey, Kathy: Snipes Ruiz, Kaydee; Soura,
Rodney; Spaulding, Randal Todd, Gregory: Ulbricht, Heidi Vannatta, Shane; Wald,
Matthews; Whelan, Bob; Wilson, Dan

Subject: RE: 5B140.

| alko adamantly oppose,
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