
 

Type of 

crime 

Most 

Common 

Entry 

Most 

Common 

Time 

How to 

Secure 
What to Look For 

Why This 

Works 

Burglary: 
residence 

(apartment, 
house) 

Unlocked 
and/or open 

windows;  
cut screens 

Overnight or 
during the day; 
when people 
aren’t around 
or are asleep 

Depends on the 
window. Pin 

windows so they 
can stop at 6” 
when needed. 

Look for window 
vent stops at local 
hardware stores. 

 

Even with open 
windows, a properly 

installed pin/stop  
doesn’t allow a 

window to open 
further than 6”. If no 

items are within 
arms’ reach, a thief 

can’t get inside. 

Burglary: 
residence 

(apartment, 
house) 

Forced open 
door 

During the day 
Ensure you have a 
solid door with a 
proper deadbolt 

 

The trim is what 
breaks in forced 

entry, not typically 
the door or lock.  
You can’t stop a 

person from forcing 
inside but you can 
make it harder and 

louder for neighbors 
to hear and call 911 

Burglary: 
individual 

garage 

Unlocked 
security door 

Overnight 

Lock your doors. 
Don’t rely on 

doorknob locks. 
Install deadbolt or 
auto-locking keyed 

entry locks. 
Reinforce door if 

needed. 

Most garage burglars 
target easily 

accessible garages; if 
it’s too hard to gain 

access, some thieves 
will simply leave 



Type of 

crime 

Most 

Common 

Entry 

Most 

Common 

Time 

How to 

Secure 
What to Look For 

Why This 

Works 

Burglary: 
underground 

garage 

Via “secure” 
doors or trailing 

behind 
residents or 

vehicles 

Any time 
people aren’t 

around 

There is a long list 
of ideas, including: 
cameras, key fobs, 

convex mirrors, 
limiting lag time on 
the door, lighting, 

encouraging 
tenants to get 

involved. 
 

*note: this is a generic example of a key fob and  
not an endorsement of a specific type or brand 

Finding ways to 
allow and disallow 

secure access to the 
garage makes it 

harder for thieves to 
gain access and aids 

in developing 
suspects 

Burglary: 
apartments 
(residential, 
and laundry 

rooms) 

Entering 
unsecure main 

doors or trailing 
behind tenants;  

forcing open 
apartment or 
laundry room 

door 

During the day 
or when no 

one is looking 

Residents should 
not allow people 

inside the building 
they don’t know. 

Management 
should ensure 
main doors are 
securely locked. 

 
*note: this is an example of a main entry with a buzzer system. Ideal buzzing 

systems would include a video option for tenants to see who is there. 

Secure entrances 
make it more 

difficult for a burglar 
to gain access. 

Tenants knowing 
their neighbors 
increases the 

chances suspicious 
activity will be 

noticed and reported  

Theft:  
from motor 

vehicle 

Breaking 
windows or 

opening 
unlocked doors 

Any time there 
is an 

opportunity 

Do not leave 
valuables visible in 

your vehicle! Or 
place it in your 
trunk BEFORE 
reaching your 

destination. Hiding 
it under a blanket 
or the seat does 

NOT work. 

 

The vast majority of 
the time, vehicles 
are broken into in 

order to steal bags, 
electronics, change, 
purses, wallets, or 
anything of value 

 

For more crime prevention tips, please visit http://www.minneapolismn.gov/police/crimeprevention/index.htm or contact your Crime Prevention Specialist by calling 311 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/police/crimeprevention/index.htm

